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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF COLOMBIA REQUESTING INCLUSION OF THE ITEM “PACT FOR EDUCATION: AGENCY INTERACTION FOR ENHANCING EDUCATION QUALITY IN THE HEMISPHERE” AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 

(CONCEPT NOTE)
“PACT FOR EDUCATION AT THE EIGHTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS: 
AGENCY INTERACTION FOR ENHANCING EDUCATION QUALITY IN THE HEMISPHERE”
Improving the quality of education is one of the goals of the Inter-American Education Agenda. A quality education should empower the Hemisphere’s children and youth, so that they can exercise their rights and duties as citizens fully. Thus, civic education, values, principles, and respect for things public are essential for combating corruption in democratic institutions, strengthening peace, and advancing hemispheric integration. 
Bearing in mind that in the Declaration of The Bahamas, adopted in February 2017, the countries of the region resolved to collaborate with the Summits of the Americas process and align the work of the Inter-American Committee on Education with the preparations for the Eighth Summit, it would be fitting at Lima, the Summit’s venue, to forge a great hemispheric pact for education.

To realize that aim, we propose that the agencies of the inter-American system interact on the design and implementation of education policy. As a hemispheric policy organ with a well-established institutional structure, the OAS would act as coordinator between the agencies of the inter-American system, such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and other related organizations, such as the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the World Bank, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
The expected outcome of the interaction between the above actors could be the unveiling of a hemispheric plan of action based on an assessment of the current situation and the challenges facing education in the region over a specific time frame. 
Such a plan of action would consolidate the pact, as it would serve as an instrument for planning and implementing measures for enhancing education quality. 
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