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Canada is a multicultural society in terms of its fundamental values and its demographic composition. Diversity has always been a fundamental characteristic of Canadian society. From the beginning, more than 50 different Aboriginal peoples with their own unique languages and cultures interacted with watch other throughout Canada. They were later joined by Europeans and people of African and Asian descent, all of whom helped to build the Canada we value today. Today there are more than 200 different ethnic groups living together in Canada and visible minorities comprise 13 percent of the population, a majority of whom live in Canada’s major cities. Immigration has now outpaced the natural birth rate and accounts for 53 percent of the overall population growth. Creating and maintaining a strong and cohesive civil society, free of racism and discrimination is critical to the continued growth and success of Canada.
This rich ethnocultural, racial, and religious diversity has been fostered and supported by a strong multiculturalism policy that encourages people to maintain their culture and identity within a Canadian framework that values fundamental human rights and freedoms.
We are distributing the Annual Report on the Operation of the Canadian Multicultural Act 2002-2003
/ which provides a synopsis of the work of the Multiculturalism Program, and activities undertaken by other federal departments and agencies, to advance the values and principles of multiculturalism. I hope that you and your government can find in there some useful information.
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