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Mr. Chairman, the Delegation of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago wishes to begin by again expressing its great appreciation for the many statements, presentations and reports on Confidence and Security Building Measures delivered at this Forum over the past two days.

This delegation has also taken full recognition of the many activities currently being undertaken by states of this hemisphere, and their relevance to the intent by the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to implement similar measures.

Specific mention must be made of the encouragement provided to this delegation by the many reports from countries that are also currently engaged in the very important Confidence and Security Building Measure of developing a National Defence and Security Policy White Paper.

This delegation considers that the purpose of CSBMs implemented today is to secure the livelihood of the citizens of our respective countries throughout the hemisphere in the future. Any discussion of the future well being of our people must therefore embrace the issues of social and economic development. Indeed, this delegation observes with interest the persistent debate over the nature of the nexus between security and development, particularly from the perspective of a state that supports the multidimensional concept of security, which specifically includes the social and economic aspects of security.

As a vital partner, at the advent of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago understands and accepts its responsibility as an interdependent member of the Caribbean Community of nations. Trinidad and Tobago therefore acknowledges the importance of securing its domestic socio-economic stability for maintaining economic viability and investor confidence in the traditionally vulnerable and highly open sub-region of Small Island Caribbean States.

In this regard, the delegation of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago wishes to inform this Forum of the specific initiatives undertaken by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for the integration of the Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force and Police Services in the National Socio-Economic Development Framework. This has resulted in the inclusion of the Armed and Protective Services as an integral agent in the socio-economic development and security of Trinidad and Tobago.

This initiative is consistent with the multi-dimensional approach to security that has been adopted by the Organization of American States in the Declaration of Bridgetown, and reiterated in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and most recently at the Defence Ministerial in Quito, Ecuador.

Trinidad and Tobago recognizes that without abandoning its traditional purpose of Defence, the dominant paradigm of modern military institutions must shift from Force to Service. Therefore, in fulfilling their roles as contributors to the socio-economic development and security of Trinidad and Tobago, the Armed Forces and Protective Services have been increasingly employed in helping the youth of our nation cope with the social strains and pressures that modern society imposes upon them. These stresses include the realities of dysfunctional family life, peer pressure to engage in criminal activity and socially deviant behaviour, and the hopelessness caused by HIV/AIDS and other communicable diseases, and unemployment.  

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago understands that young people need to be given a sense of hope, a bright future and the confidence to pursue and attain it. That confidence needs to be built today to secure our nations tomorrow.

This delegation is aware that at least two other CARICOM countries, with which there has been collaboration in the past, the Bahamas and Barbados, also currently employ their Armed Forces and Police Services in similar activity. This delegation therefore believes that the Armed Forces of many other delegations may also be engaged in such activity, and that such Programmes should also be regarded as Confidence Building and Security Measures.

This type of activity, undertaken by the Armed Forces and Protective Services of our respective nations, confronts proactively the capacity for crime and violence to flourish among our hemisphere’s youth. Based on the transnational and increasingly organized nature of gang activity currently being reported in our regions, the positive impact of the involvement of Armed Forces and Police Services in Youth Development and Service Programmes, such as the Civilian Conservation Corps in Trinidad and Tobago, is indisputable.

Over the past twelve years, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has been able to measure the effects of the conduct, as well as the discontinuation of such youth development programmes. It should also be noted that at the upcoming Meeting of Ministers of Education, another social service sector with which our Armed Forces collaborates, to be hosted in Trinidad and Tobago in August of this year, the focus of discussion will be on education for good citizenship. This too should be regarded as a Confidence and Security Building Measure.

The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago wishes to offer for consideration by distinguished delegations the benefits of its extensive experience over the past twelve years, with activity that may well be regarded as Confidence and Security Building Measures that relate to social and economic development. 

This delegation is therefore prepared to collaborate with any other delegations that may wish to support the introduction of this category of Confidence and Security Building Measures. 
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