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General Elections were held in Saint Lucia on December 11, 2006 to elect 17 members of Parliament.  On Friday, December 15, the Electoral Department published the final results giving the former opposition United Worker’s Party eleven seats and the Saint Lucia Labor Party, six.  UWP Party Leader and former Prime Minister, Sir John Compton assumed the office of Prime Minister.

For the first time in Saint Lucia, the Organization of American States sent an observation team, which was led by former OAS Assistant Secretary General Christopher Thomas of Trinidad and consisted of 14 persons from eight countries.

Assisted by the OAS Office in Saint Lucia, Ambassador Thomas and a core group of observers met with the Prime Minister, the leader of the opposition party, the Chief Elections Officer, the Chairman of the Elections Commission and the Commissioner of Police.

On Election Day, the observers deployed to the seventeen constituencies of Saint Lucia and visited all of the 102 polling sites, witnessing firsthand the electoral preparations, voting, counting of ballots and the transmission of results. The observers also interviewed presiding officers, poll clerks, party agents, police officers and members of the public regarding preparations and the conduct of the elections. 

The overall assessment of the electoral process was extremely positive. Presiding officers, poll clerks and party agents were present at their assigned sites and followed procedures scrupulously and efficiently, in accordance with the Election Laws. Two agents from each party were typically present at each polling station and worked harmoniously with the electoral authorities throughout the day. Sufficient electoral materials were available and the necessary information for voters was made visible at the polling sites. Most polls opened promptly at 6:30 a.m. and, by 7:00 a.m., all were fully functional.

Police were present in all of the polling sites, effectively and unobtrusively maintaining security. The environment in which citizens exercised their franchise was peaceful and without incident. The observers noticed some instances of campaign materials from both parties within the 100-yard limit. However, there were no reported instances of intimidation of voters or any other serious irregularities.

While the lines were long in the morning, the wait soon became minimal.  Observers noted that most people identified their polling sites easily and electoral authorities quickly assisted those in doubt.  Polls closed promptly at 6:00 p.m. and, as at the opening, electoral officials followed procedures appropriately and expeditiously.  Preliminary results were released the same day. 

There were relatively few areas in which the Mission felt that the electoral process in St Lucia could be improved.  In the spirit of constructive engagement with the electoral authorities and political leaders of Saint Lucia, and as is typical in reports of this nature, the Mission would like to present the following general conclusions and recommendations.

1. Political leaders, electoral authorities and voters told the Mission that they believed that the supplementary voter lists, produced very close to the date of the poll, were potentially confusing. The discrepancy between numbers voting and numbers on the voter list in many constituencies suggests that the electoral roll in St Lucia remains inflated. The condition of the list did not negatively affect the integrity of the elections, although it probably contributed in understating the percentage of voter participation.  The Mission recommends that the Electoral Office of Saint Lucia explore different mechanisms to improve and maintain the accuracy of the voters list. 

2. Many citizens have relocated within Saint Lucia itself, creating great disparities in the electoral districts.  In a single-member, first-past-the post system, such as that in Saint Lucia, these imbalances in populations create disparities in representation.  The largest constituency now contains 15,065 voters while the smallest has 4,121.  These imbalances themselves were manifested on Election Day.  In the larger districts, citizens waited in long lines to vote, while in the smaller districts, polls were nearly empty throughout the day.  A boundary commission has been created and new boundaries should be proposed and approved before the next general elections.

3. In some areas, polling sites were not easily accessible to physically challenged voters. While such voters were invariably given assistance, the Mission recommends improving polling sites to enable ready access for all voters.

4. On Election Day, observers noted that a large majority, by some estimates upwards of 80 percent, of the presiding officers and poll clerks were women.  They handled the pressures of the day with aplomb and efficiency.  However, of the 38 candidates participating in this election, only three were women and none won at the polls.   Political parties should consider mechanisms to recruit, train and finance women to be candidates for public office. If women can run elections, as they did in Saint Lucia, certainly they should be afforded more opportunities to run in them.

5. Finally, the Mission notes that election campaigning in St Lucia, as elsewhere in the Caribbean, is becoming more expensive, with increasing use of the media. A cross-party accord on campaign financing that promotes transparency and accountability has been mentioned by representatives across Saint Lucia’s political spectrum.  The OAS Mission welcomes and supports this initiative. 

Since its arrival, the OAS Mission observed that the people of Saint Lucia continuously demonstrated civility toward their fellow citizens and respect for the democratic values enshrined in this country’s political process.

The OAS Mission wishes to congratulate and thank those involved in the General Elections of 2006 in Saint Lucia, including the Electoral Office and Electoral Commission, Government officials, participating political parties and candidates, Presiding Officers, Poll Clerks and Party Agents and the many citizens of Saint Lucia who offered the members of this Mission their own perspectives on this important electoral exercise.

In closing, I would also like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the Governments of Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States for providing crucial financial support and observers.  This, Madame Chair, concludes the Chief of Mission’s report [image: image2.wmf] 
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for the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Saint Lucia.  Thank you very much.
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