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Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to represent the Department for Disarmament Affairs at this very important and timely meeting.  We are all very well familiar with the threat posed to international peace and security by illicit MANPADS.  However, it is most encouraging to note the growing attention that the international community is paying to this issue.  In this connection, I wish to take this opportunity to commend the Organization of American States for all the efforts it has been exerting in addressing this issue.  

I think it would not be far fetched to state that even before the adoption, on 3 December 2004 of UN General Assembly resolution 59/90, on the “prevention of the illicit transfer and unauthorized access to and use of man-portable air defence systems,” the OAS is among a few regional organizations that had not only placed the issue of MANPADS on their agenda, but also gone steps further by adopting concrete measures aimed at strengthening their actions against MANPADS, such as the 2005 OAS guidelines for export control and security of MANPADS.  Even the convening of this meeting is a clear indication of the commitment and importance that Member States of the OAS attach to this issue.

Mr. Chairman,

I have been asked to speak on item six, regarding resources available at the United Nations to assist Member States.  While neither resolution 59/60 nor the subsequent resolution 60/77 of 8 December 2005, request any form of action on the part of the United Nations Secretary-General, I’m pleased to inform this meeting that the Department for Disarmament Affairs (DDA) administers and manages two trust funds that could provide financial support to countries in need of assistance in addressing problems related to MANPADS.  They include the Trust Fund for the Consolidation of Peace through Practical Disarmament Measures (the Trust Fund for Practical Disarmament Measures) and the Trust Fund for Global and Regional Disarmament Activities. The two Trust Funds are funded from voluntary contributions.  

The Trust Fund for Practical Disarmament Measures was established pursuant to a request from the Group of Interested States (GIS) in Practical Disarmament Measures, which, itself was established facilitate the process of assisting affected States in their efforts to consolidate peace and security in their countries after armed the conflict. According to its terms of reference, it can be used to provide funding for the following activities:

(a) retrieval, storage and safeguard of weapons belonging to demobilized personnel and destruction of ammunition and weapons buy-back programmes;

(b) promotion of and exchange of national and sub-regional experiences in the collection, control and disposal of arms, especially small arms and light weapons and the reintegration of former combatants into civil society at the end of armed conflicts;

(c) harmonization of national legislation to monitor trans-border trafficking of illicit arms and the pulling together of information about acts of criminality across national frontiers;

(d) promotion of public understanding of practical disarmament measures, i.e., the collection and dissemination of information about the direct and indirect consequences of excessive accumulation, proliferation and use of weapons including light weapons;

(e) promotion of greater transparency in military matters and wider adherence to tools of confidence-building, such as, periodical reporting of military expenditure and the establishment of registers for specific categories of conventional arms.

When DDA receives requests for assistance, it presents them to the GIS for their consideration for funding, bilaterally or through the Trust Fund.  The Trust Fund for Global and Regional Disarmament Activities may be used to:

a) promote in-depth studies, organize expert discussions on priority disarmament questions, to improve databases for the above, to expand essential publications programmes, especially in non-official languages;

b) support United Nations Regional Peace and Disarmament Centres in Asia, Africa and Latin America by organizing studies, seminars and symposia; 

c) support initiatives and activities in the field of small arms and light weapons, including post-conflict programmes related to disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former combatants and weapons collection programmes.

As far as technical assistance is concerned, DDA’s Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (also known as UN-LIREC), has acquired significant experience in the area of destruction and stockpile management of small arms and light weapons, which could be extended to the destruction of MANPADS, if Member States express interest in receiving this type of assistance.  UN-LIREC has access to a roster of experts who could assist in the destruction as well as the improvement of security management of stockpiles facilities, funding permitting.

In addition, the Conventional Arms Branch is in the process of developing a data base that will provide a one stop shop for all information related to the implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.  One of the features of this database will be aimed at promoting international cooperation and assistance in the implementation of the PoA, by providing information on countries in need of assistance and on areas of interest of donor countries.

In closing, I wish to state that the Department for Disarmament Affairs can only extend its assistance upon formal requests from the countries in need.  In this connection, I wish to encourage countries in need of assistance to address their requests to:

Mrs. Hannelore Hoppe 

Officer-in-Charge 

Department for Disarmament Affairs

Rm S-3150 A, United Nations Secretariat Building 

New York, N.Y.  10017.  
I thank you for your attention.
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