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I. 
INTRODUCTION

Mr. Chairman, distinguished representatives:

We appreciate the opportunity to present this report on fulfillment of the Declaration of Recife and the activities of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation (RIAD) as mandated by AG/RES. 2173 (XXXVI-O/06) in operative paragraph 11. 

II.
BACKGROUND
RIAD is an intergovernmental network established to contribute to implementation of commitments of the Summits of the Americas in the area of local governance.  The Summits of Santiago, Chile (1998) and Quebec City (2001) pointed to the need to strengthen regional and municipal administrations to enhance their contribution to socio-economic development, and to promote participation by civil society in public policy.  On the basis of these Summit commitments, every two years the Organization of American States (OAS) convenes ministerial meetings to examine these issues.  Ministerial meetings have been convened in La Paz, Bolivia in 2001, Mexico City in 2003, Recife, Brazil in 2005.  Between ministerial sessions government experts of the network hold meetings to exchange information and experiences.  Reports on RIAD’s activities and on the ministerial sessions are submitted to the Permanent Council and the General Assembly through the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the OAS (CISC).  

III. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION OF RECIFE 

Resolution 2173 referred to earlier takes note of the results of the third ministerial meeting of RIAD (Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation) in Recife, Brazil which approved the Declaration of Recife orienting RIAD in the direction of deepening existing mandates and developing a specific focus for its work.  Bearing in mind that the Technical Secretariat reported to CISC on May 11, 2006, the present report mainly highlights activities between June 2006 and March 2007.

RIAD’s activities are programmed by the steering committees of Member States elected by the ministerial meeting.  For the biennium 2005-2007, this committee is comprised of Brazil, Chair of RIAD; Chile as Vice Chair representing South America; Costa Rica as Vice Chair representing Central America; Jamaica as Vice Chair representing the CARICOM states; Mexico as Vice Chair representing the North American region. The functions of technical secretariat are entrusted to the General Secretariat of the OAS, which serves the ministerial meetings, the Chair and Vice Chairs and RIAD’s members in general.

At the initiative of its Chair Brazil, the steering committee held a session on January 29 and 30, 2007 at the Headquarters of the General Secretariat, with the following objectives: 

· A meeting with the Secretary General and officials of the Secretariat for Political Affairs to emphasize the strategic importance of decentralization, local governance and participation in the hemisphere.  

· Working sessions with senior officials of the Inter-American Development Bank and the World Bank Institute on the possibilities for coordinating action and promoting collaboration with these agencies. The meetings were intended to familiarize these agencies with RIAD and its 2006-2007 Plan of Action, and to encourage their full integration into RIAD’s Technical and Financial Support Group of Agencies.  The Support Group is a flexibly constituted group coordinated by the technical secretariat, with a view to identifying financial and other resources for RIAD’s activities.

· Implementing RIAD’s Plan of Action 2006-2007 agreed on at the March 2006 coordination meeting of the steering committee hosted by Brazil. 

· Scheduling RIAD’s fourth ministerial meeting.

The steering committee agreed on the following:

1. The Second Meeting of Federal Countries of the Americas to be coordinated by Mexico as Vice Chair for North America in Mexico in March in the city of Aguascalientes;

2. A seminar for the South American countries, coordinated by Chile as RIAD’s Vice Chair for South America, on the state of the art of the region’s decentralization processes, possibly in May 2007;

3. A subregional meeting for CARICOM states, coordinated by regional Vice Chair Jamaica, to examine development cooperation policies and fiscal autonomy of local governments, possibly in June 2007.

The Vice Chair for Central America is shortly expected to provide information on coordination of activities for that subregion.  The results of the various regional activities would provide material for a hemispheric meeting coordinated by RIAD’s Chair.  With regard to the fourth ministerial meeting of RIAD, the committee agreed to hold additional consultations prior to finalizing a decision on date, venue and theme.

The steering committee decided that implementation of the Declaration of Recife could best be served by strengthening the network’s articulation at the subregional level, promoting greater dynamism and interaction among RIAD’s governmental experts. It should be mentioned that the two agencies visited during the visit (IDB and World Bank Institute) agreed on continued contact and collaborative action with RIAD.  It is also important to indicate that during the meeting with the steering committee, the Secretary General expressed firm support for the committee’s efforts to advance the work of RIAD, and agreed that the issue of decentralization is of strategic importance, noting that participation is key to strengthening democracy and governance.

With regard to technical support to RIAD the OAS General Secretariat has continued to forge links with major actors in decentralization and to participate in key regional events in this area.  On June 3, 2006 the OAS Secretary General signed a framework cooperation agreement with the Latin American Federation of Cities, Municipalities and Associations

(Federación Latinoamericana de Ciudades, Municipios y Asociaciones, FLACMA).  The Secretariat is coordinating the preparation of a draft work plan to implement activities under this agreement.  In addition the Secretariat has prioritized information exchange and coordination with other areas of the General Secretariat with programs in local governance and participation, for example the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Summit Secretariat, among others.

Finally the Secretariat takes this opportunity to provide information on a project presented to RIAD’s steering committee for implementation in 2007 with external financing. The project will examine the relationship between decentralization and democratic governance, in particular the consequences of decentralization in the framework of challenges to governance.  The project aims at producing a series of concise issue papers as base documents for a hemispheric dialogue at the end of 2007.  Topics would include:  local income generation; accountability; creation of public spaces for discussion and decision-making; public security; competitiveness and globalization; the environment; social development policies, in particular adequate service delivery; the impact on local development of remittances by emigrant populations.  

This project responds to a specific mandate of the General Assembly in AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O/05 “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy”, section 8.  i. in which the Secretariat is mandated to examine the relationship between decentralization and governance.  The project also takes into account key mandates such as the Democratic Charter, the Summits, RIAD’s third ministerial meeting, among others.  The Secretariat has formed a working group with other agencies, namely Open Society Institute, which will make a financial contribution, the Inter-American Foundation, and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, which will collaborate to bring the project to fruition.  There will also be coordination with RIAD as well as with areas of the Secretariat working in the areas identified in the study.  The project should identify key issues for attention in decentralization and governance and contribute to establishing the agenda for work on these issues.  There could then be follow-up with other agencies and actors, with a view to working on indicators, tools and identifying best practices. 
 

In conclusion, I wish to mention that within the Secretariat for Political Affairs, in which RIAD’s technical secretariat is located, there is currently reorganization, with the establishment of a department to focus on topics related to state modernization and governance.   Decentralization will be included in the areas of attention, but will be re-vamped and strengthened to provide more technical support to the member states in key areas identified in the Organization’s mandates.

IV.
CONCLUSION
RIAD continues efforts to consolidate its action as a hemispheric network at the service of member states. The Secretariat reaffirms its commitment to working towards this objective. 
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