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Good afternoon, Mr. Chair.

My delegation would like to join other delegations to recognize and commend President Florentín Meléndez, Dr. Canton, the Secretariat, and, of course, the Commissioners, for their tireless and often thankless work on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and for the production of this useful report. 

The United States would also like to congratulate Commissioners Meléndez, Paolo Carozza, and Victor Abramovich upon their recent elections last month as President, First Vice-president and Second Vice-president.  

Mr. Chair, Secretary General Insulza noted very eloquently last May at the inauguration of the 124th Session of this Commission the paramount importance of democracy and human rights as key foundations of the Inter-American system.  Previous President of the Commission Dr. Fernandez Arevalos also observed last October that “democracy and the rule of law are necessary conditions for the observation of human rights and for their respect in democratic societies. According to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, essential elements of representative democracy include respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.”

My delegation believes that these words are worth emphasizing again here today.  Democracy is indeed the chrysalis from which economic and social development, and progress, emerge and are maintained.  


And respect for human rights is fundamental to that cause.  It is what gives security its true meaning – the defense of the individual from governmental abuses and cruelty.  Respect for human rights reflects the highest ideals of what we can achieve, collectively, as a society.


Mr. Chair, the reports being presented today in this Committee are a key element of the Inter-American goal not only to prevent human rights abuses, but also to “positively” strengthen that respect for each of us as individuals and to give us all the opportunity to achieve our full potential with dignity.


These reports are a testament to the peoples of the Americas and the fact that the Inter-American system takes seriously our goal to build a more-just world.  And, with few exceptions, we have made great progress – Progress from which we must not retreat, and from which we cannot afford to rest.

At a time when nongovernmental organizations are under increasing pressure in many countries around the world, my delegation also believes it important to highlight the visibility which the Commission has given to the role of civil society actors and human rights defenders in this annual report -- as well as in its recent “Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas.”  As Secretary of State Rice has noted in this regard, "When NGOs and other human rights defenders are under siege, freedom and democracy are undermined.  We must defend the defenders ... It is imperative that democratic governments work in concert to defend the vital role that NGOs play in building free societies.”  

Human rights defenders and non-governmental organizations are essential to a nation’s success.  In today’s world, the problems confronting states are too complex even for the most powerful to tackle alone.  However, restricting the political space of NGOs -- and public debate in turn -- only limits a society’s growth.   Our commitment to protect the men and women who serve the cause of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere must be as determined as the efforts of those who persecute them.


We must help countries develop the democratic institutions that will ensure human rights are respected over the long term.  We must help fragile democracies deliver on the high hopes of their citizens for a better life.

And with these hopes in mind, more needs to be done with these reports so that they do more than collect dust in our offices, the offices of government officials, non-governmental organizations, university professors, and libraries. 

Last year, Secretary General Insulza made a call for greater attention to be paid to the Annual Reports of the Commission, both at the Permanent Council and at the General Assembly.  In fact, he suggested that the Permanent Council should be the “bridge” between the Human Rights Commission and the member states – a forum to discuss the state of human rights in our hemisphere.  My delegation would like to reiterate this important observation again this year.


We need to continue the historic and useful practice of having an oral presentation of the Annual Report, as we have received today so expertly by President President Meléndez, before the Permanent Council.  We need to discuss this report and its contents to highlight our strengths and to challenge ourselves to improve upon our weaknesses.  

Further, my delegation believes this discussion should also carry over to the General Assembly -- as the premier forum for the Americas to strengthen our commitment to representative democracy and human rights for all peoples.  This only naturally reflects what the President of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Maria Luján Flores, observed last month – that the Commission has been engaged in a “visible increase of activity” in recent years.

Lastly, in addition to our important support of fundamental freedoms and rule of law, we as OAS member states must also protect and strengthen our commitment to right of freedom of expression for all, and we must make appropriate efforts to ensure a safe and non-violent environment for the free-flow of ideas and public discourse throughout the hemisphere.  To that end, we look forward to the continued work of Dr. Ignacio Alvarez.

Mr. Chair, Dr. Florentín Meléndez’s presentation also revealed to us once again the dire financial needs of the Commission.  My delegation would like to encourage all potential donors to seek additional funds to support the important activities of the Commission.

In closing, the support from the United States for the Commission’s mandate remains strong, and we believe its function remains a vital part of the inter-American system.  Thank you.
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