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Mr. Chairman,

Secretary General José Miguel Insulza

Distinguished Permanent Representatives,

Distinguished Permanent Observers,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you know, throughout the preparation for the 37th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, the Secretariat made a consistent effort to keep you informed at all stages of the preparation. Today, I am pleased to present you with preliminary observations regarding the recently completed General Assembly in Panama.

First, I wish to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to the government and people of Panama. The support provided by the host government at all stages of the preparation and implementation was outstanding. Further, I think I can speak for all the participants including delegates, Secretariat staff and invited guests when I say that the hospitality and warmth of the Panamanian people not only met but exceeded our already high expectations.

Now that the GA is over, the Secretariat has already begun to think about and plan for the 38th GA to take place in Colombia. Like all of you, we believe in a process of continuous improvement through continuous engagement. Therefore, in the wake of the GA, the Secretariat is again conducting a thorough review of all aspects of the GA. In that regard, this week all of the Permanent Missions would have received a note asking them to send us their comments. I look forward to receiving your feedback over the next couple of weeks.  Similarly, I have asked the input from OAS General Secretariat Staff who attended this GA to provide me with their views and comments.

Outcomes

This 37th Regular OAS General Assembly saw materialized, with your consent and input, a couple of important changes, including the increased time for Heads of Delegations to meet among themselves, followed by a private dialogue with the participation of another member of their delegation. I am pleased to note that from the verbal comments received from member states so far this new approach has been considered an improvement and as such has been welcomed for next General Assemblies.

Following last year’s General Assembly, several delegations had raised the issue of the number of resolutions emanating from General Assemblies and the ability to address and fulfill all of the related mandates. In that vein, you would recall that early on in the process, the Distinguished Permanent Representative of Panama reminded the Council that the success of the GA would not hinge on having a generous number of resolutions.

Last year’s GA produced 101 resolutions and 6 Declarations. The 2007 General Assembly approved 96 Resolutions and 5 Declarations. While it is clear that we are moving in the right direction, some of the feedback already received has again raised the point that “there are still too many GA resolutions, and some are duplicative of others.” I expect that delegations will continue to engage in discussions on this issue over the coming year, and in that light we look forward to the discussions surrounding the draft resolution presented by the Permanent Mission of Peru on how to streamline and organize our work better.

I wish to once again recognize the outstanding work of the Committee Chairs in facilitating the negotiation of resolutions and gaining approval of the vast majority of the resolutions here at Headquarters:

· Ambassador Jorge Valero, Chair of the Permanent Council, General Committee and the Preparatory Committee;

· Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs;

· Ambassador Sancho Bonilla, Committee on Hemispheric Security;

· Ambassador Francisco Villagran, Committee on Budgetary Affairs;

· Ambassador Marina Valère, Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities;

· Ambassador Lujan Flores, Chair, Social Charter; and

· Ambassador Aristides Royo, as Representative of the Host Country, Chair of the Negotiation of the Draft Declaration of Panama and Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure.

I also wish to put on record my appreciation for the work carried out under the leadership of the several other working groups, chaired by Alternate Permanent Representatives.

The amount of work accomplished within the Committees directly affected the work flow of the General Committee at the General Assembly, chaired by Ambassador Valero and ably supported by Ambassador Roberto Alvarez as Vice Chair.

The General Committee adopted a new methodology this year which proved to be effective under the skillful guidance of Ambassador Roberto Alvarez. The General Committee finished its work in record time thus allowing all participants to attend the fourth plenary and providing the opportunity to hear first hand the reports on human rights and the statements made by Member States on a range of important issues.

I am pleased to announce that the volume of approved resolutions and Declarations has been published in all four languages and distributed to the Permanent Missions and Permanent Observers.

I am also pleased to report that the Style Committee began working on Monday of this week. I am told that this is the earliest that the Style Committee has begun its work and we look forward to the completion of that important exercise within 2 to 3 weeks, as I reliably am informed by the Chair of the Style Committee, Ambassador Aristides Royo.

Permanent Committees and Working Groups


Last week, we had the opportunity to meet with Regional Coordinators and it was agreed that during today’s session, the Permanent Committees and Working Groups would be installed. We hope that by the next meeting of the Council, currently scheduled for July 11 that the Council can have on its agenda the election of Committee Chairs. We understand that the regional groups are discussing and negotiating the chairmanships and we hope to hear the results of those consultations in the course of the next few days.

I would wish to remind delegations that it is particularly important to have the elections for new Chairs as soon as possible. As you know AG/RES 2353 calls for the holding of two Special General Assemblies. The Special GA on Determine the Financing of the Program Budget of the Organization for 2008 must be held before October 31 and the Special GA to Adopt a Methodology for Assessing Quotas of Member States from 2009 must be held before December 14. Given that mandate, the CAAP will need to begin work shortly, and to be able to do that member states will need to elect of this Committee as soon as possible.

As delegations enter into consultation on Chairmanships of Committees and Working Groups, it is important to note that in addition to the existing Working Groups, and after careful screening of the Resolutions so far, the 37th General Assembly also approved the establishment of 4 new Working Groups. 

1. Working Group in charge of Preparing an Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity [AG/RES. 2286 (XXXVII-0/07)]

2. Working group in charge of preparing a program of activities for the Inter-American Year of Women [AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-0/07)]

3. Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to define the agenda of the inter-American meeting of national authorities and experts relating to the subject of sustainable development [AG/DEC. 52 (XXXVII-0/07)]

4. Working Group to Study the Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute [AG/RES. 2284].

Even as we note the importance of each of these issues, it is important to note  that the establishment of any working group or committee comes with financial and human resource implications for the Secretariat to the General Assembly and the Permanent Council in a situation of already limited resources.

At the next meeting of the Permanent Council on July 11, we hope that the distribution of mandates to the different committees can be discussed and approved. A draft of the proposed distribution of mandates will be submitted to member states for their consideration shortly.

Pre-GA Activities

Let me also add a few comments about some of the pre-GA activities. As in past years, a number of related activities preceded the General Assembly.

· The Private Sector Forum was highly successful in assembling an impressive group of business executives over a two-day period from across the Hemisphere to bring a private sector perspective to analyze and make recommendations to governments on the theme of the General Assembly, “Energy for Sustainable Development.” Organizers of the Private Sector Forum have indicated their satisfaction with the outcome of their meetings as well as the opportunity to present their recommendations to Foreign Ministers.

A new element that was added to the Private Sector Forum this year was the inclusion of the youth agenda and a successful collaboration with the Young Americas Business Trust and the dozens of young entrepreneurs who attended the YABT activities in Panama and took part in an Americas talent competition. We look forward to seeing more collaboration between the Private Sector Forum and the YABT. 

· This year civil society had several new opportunities that provided space for dialogue and engagement. These included a two-day roundtable meeting in Washington a few weeks prior to the GA which helped with agenda setting and organization for the dialogue with Ministers. Current feedback suggests a preference for continuation of this Roundtable Forum but holding it earlier in order to “allow civil society an opportunity to provide recommendations for the consideration of the member states as they draft the resolutions and declarations to be approved at the General Assembly.” 

Additionally, the initiative of Secretary General Insulza to engage civil society directly was very well received and contributed to the positive experience of civil society representatives. 

· The Sunday Morning Dialogues with Permanent Observers, Civil Society and the Private Sector continue to represent an important opportunity for each of these groups to engage each other and engage the Foreign Ministers. We continue to seek ways to make these dialogues even more impact, including the programming of a special meeting with the Permanent Observers at least three months before the GA.
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This is just a brief summary. As we review the resolutions and receive your feedback, I am sure we will have other opportunities for exchange of ideas.  I do believe that certain decisions need to be made early on regarding the start of the negotiations of the resolutions, the dead lines for the submission of new items and resolutions, and also regarding the programming of non-GA relates activities in the two months prior to the General Assembly.

Again, I wish to thank the Distinguished Delegates for your cooperation and hard work and the government of Panama for so ably hosting the General Assembly. I also wish to recognize the staff of the General Secretariat for its outstanding support and the incredibly long hours dedicated to preparing the GA. 

Finally, I congratulate all the Member States on a successful General Assembly, and we look forward to working with the delegation of Colombia, under the leadership of Ambassador Camilo Ospina, in the preparation of the next General Assembly which will also celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Organization of American States.

Thank you.
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