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STATEMENT PRESENTED BY 

HONOURABLE ALVA ROMANUS BAPTISTE

MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND CIVIL AVIATION OF SAINT LUCIA 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE

XLII GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

JUNE 5, 2012

COCHABAMBA, BOLIVIA

Secretary General of the Organization of American States, 

Assistant Secretary General,

Chair of this Assembly, the Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia 

Colleague Ministers,

Permanent and Alternate Representatives to the OAS, Other distinguished personalities of this August Assembly.

Ladies….Gentlemen…Good day

Mr. Chairman, I am at a loss for terms adequate to express my country’s gratitude to the Government and people of Bolivia for the warm hospitality, which they have extended to my delegation since our arrival in the valley of Cochabamba. Chair, I beg leave to recognize the team you have assigned to the Saint Lucian delegation.  They have made me so comfortable that I am currently in some delicate negotiations with my government as to whether or not I should return to Saint Lucia given the new found peace in the valley of Cochabamba.  However, chair we shall consult privately on this matter.  Chair, without any flattery intended I cannot conclude this brief introduction without acknowledging the efficient and professional manner in which you are conducting the business of this 42nd Regular Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States. 

Chair, I hasten to add that this Session is not taking place by accident of history under the theme: Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas.

Because those who fostered the birth and initial dynamics of this important ORGANIZATION handed it to us because it was relevant to our time knowing full well that at some future point we would have to reciprocate by reinventing the ORGANIZATION to make it relevant to current realities so that we can hand over a better OAS to the future generation.

Chair, what better way to do so but by going back to basics to guarantee the survival of the ORGANIZATION.  Because chair, Food Security is Survival. It is survival for the citizen and the community.  It is the survival of a nation.
However, few except perhaps those in the farming community, paid much if any attention to matters related to food or food security. Indeed, many did not wake up to this reality until the jolt from the food crisis in 2008. 

The food crisis prompted governments, as well as international organizations, to pay closer attention to the importance of food security, particularly on its impact on the economic and social well-being on less advantaged groups. For example, the Declaration of the Agrifood Summit in Rome (June 2008), which called the attention of members of the international community to the situation of developing countries that are most negatively affected by high food prices and the urgent need to help such countries “to expand agriculture and food production, and to increase investment in agriculture, agribusiness, and rural development, from both public and private sources.”
For Island States like Saint Lucia, attaining food security poses several challenges. Apart from being limited by size and resources more recently, weather patterns associated with climate change have given rise to frequent cycles of droughts, hurricanes and floods that have brought destruction to farms and crops, and wreaked havoc on the livelihood of small farmers. 
For example, Saint Lucia suffered from a prolonged drought throughout most of 2009 and 2010 then, shortly thereafter, was severely battered by the destructive Hurricane Tomas and a series of floods in the following months. 

To compound the situation Saint Lucia’s banana crop is currently experiencing the ravages of Leaf Spot and the Black Sigatoka that have significantly curtailed production resulting in losses in both employment and earnings in the farming community.

We must also confront man-made hurdles such as the limited marketability of agricultural products. 
Chair, despite these challenges, Saint Lucia’s farmers and other sectors involved in the area of agriculture and food production have shown a remarkable degree of resilience and determination in the light of problems facing food security. 

CONCLUSION

Chair, notwithstanding Saint Lucia’s efforts, we can best achieve this objective if we confront the challenge of food security in the warm courage of Hemispheric unity; within the framework of our integrated whole. It is within our sphere of competence to proffer an effective solution to this challenge.  

Chair, we have differences, but we must distill from these differences, strength not weakness; hope not despair.  In fact, we must distill from those differences strong programs of hemispheric action: 

· We cannot allow those who have toiled all their days to end in extreme poverty and possibly starvation.  It is rather hard that an elderly member of our hemisphere should have to find his/her way to the gates of the tomb, bleeding and footsore, through the brambles and thorns of poverty.

· We must make provision for the millions in our hemisphere, who have nothing between them and starvation in old age except the charity of the parish.  
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Chair, we have the ability to ensure that in this hemisphere, no one suffers hunger in the dark days of sickness, breakdown in health, and unemployment, which visit so many of us.

We can only achieve this through effort.  We cannot get them without effort, and they will not be worth getting without effort.  Development and opportunities do not descend like manna from heaven.
We must continue to prepare ourselves for the many challenges that this hemispheric effort will pose for us.  We must therefore, under imperative necessity prepare to cultivate the revolutionary ideas, values and practices, which in truth we are already aware of, and commit ourselves and our country to the serious task of hemispheric building.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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