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It is a pleasure for the delegation from T&T to give an account to the OAS community of the measures the government of T&T has been actively pursuing in its efforts to combat trafficking in persons.

The geographical location of T&T, just seven miles off the coast of Venezuela, our oil and gas economy, multi-cultural and multi-ethnic society has provided the opportunity for mixed migration flows including persons who have been smuggled into the country and sadly those who have been trafficked to T&T and through T&T. It is for this reason that the government of T&T is committed to combating trafficking in persons. 

It is widely recognised that any national strategy to combat the offence of trafficking in persons must be multi-disciplinary in nature in that, at a minimum, it should seek to prevent trafficking, protect the human rights of victims, and prosecute traffickers.

In 2011 the Parliament passed the Trafficking in Persons Act, 2011 which is:

An Act to give effect to the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto (The Trafficking in Persons Act, 2011) was assented to on June 09, 2011 (Act No. 14 of 2011). 

The Trafficking in Persons Act not only addresses these three concerns, it also provides for partnership amongst the public and non-governmental organizations in combating the crime of trafficking and in providing support to victims. 

The legislation also establishes a National Task Force (Part II of the Act) as well as a Counter Trafficking Unit (CTU) (Part III of the Act) to be housed within the Ministry of National Security. The combined operations of both the CTU and Task Force will complement the aforementioned objectives of prevention, protection, prosecution and partnership, along with the added dimension of three R’s which are: rescue, rehabilitation and reintegration.

Measures to proclaim the Act are currently being implemented. Among these include the arrangements for the commencement of operations for the CTU. The CTU would be key entity responsible for the day-to-day operations of the counter-trafficking response of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. It will, inter alia,
· investigate matters pertaining to trafficking;
· liaise with appropriate governmental agencies, civil society or international organizations in providing assistance to and safeguarding victims once identified;
· conduct research and collect and analyse data into the trends and patterns of trafficking in persons and the numbers of persons engaged therein as perpetrators and those who are identified as victims of trafficking;
· implement public awareness programmes with respect to— (i) educating citizens, residents and visitors to Trinidad and Tobago about sex tourism; (ii) warning citizens, residents and visitors to Trinidad and Tobago that travelling to another country to engage in sex with a minor or a trafficked person may be a crime in the destination country or in the home country or may constitute abuse; (iii) educating potential victims of trafficking and their families of the risk of victimization; and(iv) discouraging the demand that foster the exploitation of persons, especially women and children, that leads to trafficking;
· prepare and disseminate educational materials to inform victims of trafficking in Trinidad and Tobago of their rights, the measures in place for their safety, recovery and safe return to their home countries or places of residence in Trinidad and Tobago and how to contact appropriate law enforcement agencies;
· operate a hotline for the reporting of possible cases of trafficking in persons.
The Act is victim-centered, with particular attention on women and children. It recognises a responsibility to protect children, defined as anyone under the age of 18, and proposes harsher penalties for offences relating to children. Part VI of the Act specifically addresses assistance to and protection of victims, inclusive of witness protection programs, counselling services, housing and medical needs and return. 

The Act also provides for compensation to victims by the traffickers under the Proceeds of Crime Act and Victims of trafficking are also eligible to apply for relief under section 29 of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act. 

It should be noted that in instances where victims have been identified, appropriate shelters have been provided to victims by local non-governmental organizations, with which the Government has established good working relations.
It must be noted that the Minister of National Security has committed to proclaiming the legislation by the end of November 2012.

International Organizations


Since 2005, the Government has been receiving technical assistance from the International Organization for Migration (IOM). This has resulted in regular training and capacity building sessions for law enforcement and immigration officers as well as Government and NGO personnel; well over 300 law enforcement officers have already been trained.


The Terms of Reference for the IOM Office in Port of Spain for the period March 2012 to February 2014 includes matters pertaining to counter trafficking. More specifically, it includes assistance in coordinating, in conjunction with national authorities, immediate assistance (i.e. appropriate shelter, food, and clothing) and return/repatriation for those determined to be victims of trafficking.


The government of Trinidad and Tobago reaffirms its commitment to combating trafficking in persons.
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