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CP/RES. 1095 (2145/18)

RESOLUTION ON THE LATEST EVENTS IN VENEZUELA
/ 
/
(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its special session held on February 23, 2018)


THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,


CONSIDERING that the announcement of the Venezuelan Government to advance the date of the presidential elections to April 22nd 2018 precludes the exercise of democratic, transparent and credible elections in accordance with international standards, and contradicts democratic principles and good faith;

TAKING NOTE of the report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, "Democratic Institutions, the Rule of Law and Human Rights in Venezuela", published on February 12, 2018, which reflects the political, economic, social and humanitarian crisis in that country, and

RECOGNIZING that a free and fair electoral process is critical to resolving the current crisis in a peaceful and democratic manner, and the only possible path to the rule of law in Venezuela, 

RESOLVES:

1. To call on the Government of Venezuela to reconsider the convening of the presidential elections and to present a new electoral calendar that enables the carrying out of elections with all necessary guarantees of a free, fair, transparent, legitimate and credible process, including the participation of all Venezuelan political parties and actors without any kind of exclusion, independent international observers, free and equal access to public media, and with a National Electoral Council whose composition ensures its independence and autonomy and is trusted by all political actors.

2. To request the Government of Venezuela to implement the measures necessary to prevent the worsening of the humanitarian situation, including accepting the assistance offered by the international community.

3. To remain seized of the situation in Venezuela and reiterate its willingness to support measures that allow the return to democratic order and social peace through the effective exercise of democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law within the constitutional framework of Venezuela and consistent with its international obligations and commitments.
FOOTNOTES


1.
…It is unacceptable that the member states of the Organization have been forced to take decisions on a document that was presented outside the regulation deadline, thus precluding due analysis and debate in this multilateral organization.

2.  …in flagrant violation of all the principles of international law, particularly respect for the sovereignty of States, the equality and self-determination of peoples, on the basis of a state of opinion that is promoting a climate of violence and destabilization in the country, with a view to promoting a coup d’état and installing a government that responds to the interests of the United States.

We understand that this same group of countries that are today expressing concern ended discussion at the level of the Permanent Council and voted in favor of convening a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers.  Venezuela did not support this initiative, which led to our unwavering decision in April 2017 to renounce the Charter of the OAS. The conduct today by a number of member states confirms our absolute decision to leave this Organization.

The OAS is a tool of Washington to subjugate the peoples of our region.  We ask ourselves whether this Organization cannot open its eyes to the terrible realities of discrimination, oppression, electoral fraud, corruption, inequity, protection of the criminal enterprise of the sale of arms that serve only to kill civilians, assassinate social leaders, journalists and defenders of human rights, common graves, the cruel expulsion of hundreds of thousands of immigrants who, after having spent decades in the United States, are cruelly threatened with being expelled, and the massive violation of human rights that is occurring in our Americas.  This Organization appears to have only one item on its agenda: Venezuela.
Why is the Wall not discussed in this Organization?  The real wall that is being constructed is a wall that is intended to hide the region’s problems and isolate Venezuela.  Why is there no discussion here of the wall that the United States is building against the entire region?

It is no coincidence that this Permanent Council was convened today--we knew that it was part of the orders given by Secretary of State Rex Tillerson in his travels to some Latin American countries and Jamaica, to put an economic stranglehold on the Venezuelan people.

This is part of an orchestrated strategy that has included President Trump’s threat of military intervention, sanctions against our officials, the withdrawal of the invitation to our President to participate in the Summit of the Americas, the media show of the presentation of the report of the IACHR, the boycott of the dialogue in the Dominican Republic, the threat of an imminent embargo on petroleum, just to mention the more recent.
This entire situation is taking place under the complicit gaze of some OAS member states, which, in open disregard of Article 20 of the OAS Charter, remain silent in the face of the criminal aggression against the people of Venezuela.  Let us recall the language of Article 20: “No State may use or encourage the use of coercive measures of an economic or political character in order to force the sovereign will of another State and obtain from it advantages of any kind.”
Chair:

The constitutional government of President Nicolás Maduro will not rest in its efforts to address the needs of the Venezuelan people.  However, what can the international community expect when some use these sanctions with a clear objective of bringing down the democratic government in Venezuela?  Is more proof needed?

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson publicly rejoiced that the sanctions were causing a shortage of food for our people, and said: “Whatever the country, when you impose sanctions, you are curtailing their resources.”  It was obvious that the sanctions were geared to provoking shortages, hunger and the death of the Venezuelan people.

A senior State Department official said, “The pressure campaign is working.  The financial sanctions we have imposed on the Venezuelan Government have brought it to the verge of a default both on its sovereign debt and in PDVSA, the debt of the petroleum company.”

The United States government is sequestering billions of dollars from our petroleum company, money that belongs to the Venezuelan people, while rejoicing in the hunger that is being caused.  This is money that could be allocated to importing food, medicine, agricultural equipment and petroleum machinery to deal with the difficult situation we are facing—a situation we do not deny.

The power of the sanctions is lethal.  Billions of dollars of the Bolivarian government are being held in different banks, making it impossible to import medicine and basic products.
Although, Venezuela’s debt in relation to the size of our economy is less that that of other countries like Mexico, Argentina and Brazil, the United States Government’s threats prevent a restructuring or reissuance of Venezuela’s public debt—measures that are commonly used to address economic crises.

Regional banking institutions are also being threatened to prevent them from giving loans to Venezuela.  Citing representatives of the U.S. Government: “We are concerned that the Latin American Development Bank (CAF) may provide new financing to the Venezuelan Central Bank, outside the constitutional process of Venezuela.”
In other words, they are tying the hands of the Venezuelan Government, and then attempting to blame it for the economic crisis, as they cynically tend to do here.
De Zayas said: “I have compared Venezuelan statistics with those of other countries, and there is no humanitarian crisis.  There are of course shortages, unrest and supply problems, but someone who has worked for the United Nations for decades and knows the situation in countries in Asia, Africa and some in the Americas, knows that the situation in Venezuela is not a humanitarian crisis.”
De Zayas added that although many believe that the country is on the brink of disaster, as portrayed in the foreign media, “Venezuela is experiencing an economic war, a financial blockade.”  He also considered that the international community should work hand in hand with Venezuela to lift the sanctions, “because it is [the sanctions] that are worsening the shortages of food and medicine.”

The United States should be declared responsible for deepening and perpetuating the economic crisis in Venezuela.  The United States is committing a crime of aggression, which is penalized under international law.
An Organization that prides itself on being the guardian of democracy in the region has remained silent about calls by President Trump, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, Republican Senator Marco Rubio, the Charge d’Affaires in Venezuela, Todd Robinson, and even Secretary General Luis Almagro, for a coup d’état and military invasion of Venezuela.

In strict accordance with its Constitution and laws, as a sovereign and independent State, Venezuela decided to call elections so that the people can decide the future of their nation—as had been requested by the Venezuelan opposition and the same countries that today are rejecting the holding of elections.
The elections on July 30, 2017 to elect the National Constituent Assembly halted the wave of violence that was generated from within the OAS.  Why do you not recognize that peace returned in Venezuela following those elections?  Because you are promoters of violence.

The countries that are today conspiring against the elections in Venezuela are the same countries that last year demanded that we hold general elections.  Now that we have legitimately called elections, these States want to take away the right of the Venezuelan people to decide their future.  You want to boycott our elections—that is unacceptable!

Under Venezuelan law, electoral observation may be conducted by all political actors in Venezuela, including opposition parties, who observe the process before, during and after the elections, while non-Venezuelans are invited to monitor all phases of the electoral process.

The National Electoral Council includes a number of agencies and integration mechanisms in the international monitoring process, including the Council of Latin American Electoral Experts, UNASUR, CELAC, ALBA, PARLASUR, and the African Union.  The United Nations and CARICOM were recently invited also.
It is curious that the OAS has endorsed the recent fraudulent elections in Honduras, even though the Organization’s Electoral Observation Mission refused to validate the results.  We ask ourselves, therefore, why was a meeting of the Permanent Council not called at that time?
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Chair, Representatives

In conclusion:

· We reject any attempt by the members of this Organization to oversee the affairs of Venezuela.

· We denounce the crime of aggression by the United States against the Venezuelan people.

· We repudiate any decision that may be taken today in this Permanent Council.

· We call on the peoples of the world to defend the principles of sovereignty, independence and self-determination, and

· We call on our people, the glorious, brave people of Venezuela, to defend themselves against those aggressors who would trample on the freedom of our nation.

As our founding father, Simón Bolívar the Liberator, said over two hundred years ago, “Are three hundred years of calm not enough?  Let us lay down without fear the cornerstone of South American liberty.  If we hesitate, we are lost!”
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�.	Bolivia rejects the present resolution inasmuch as it was adopted in violation of Article 48 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and the founding principles of the OAS Charter. …


�.	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela categorically rejects this new aggression by a group of OAS member states that persist in their attempt to exercise tutelage over Venezuela, …
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