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THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
RECALLING that representative democracy is an essential precondition for the stability, peace and development of the region, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

BEARING IN MIND that parliamentary immunity is a prerogative established in the Venezuelan Constitution that ensures the free exercise of parliamentary debate and prevents external pressures from impeding the effective work of representation of the people; 

RECALLING that the political situation in Venezuela has been a subject of continual concern for the OAS, which has repeatedly issued statements in defense of the rule of law, upholding democratic order and human rights, as well as the guarantee of due process, and 
NOTING that on May 7 and 8, 2019, the parliamentary immunity of Venezuelan representatives Henry Ramos Allup, Luis Germán Florido, Marianela Magallanes López, José Simón Calzadilla Peraza, Américo De Grazia, Juan Andrés Mejía, Freddy Superlano, Sergio Vergara and Richard José Blanco Delgado was removed, and the First Vice President of the National Assembly, Edgar Zambrano Ramírez, was detained illegally and arbitrarily, 
RESOLVES: 
1.
To reject the violation of the parliamentary immunity of representatives of the National Assembly of Venezuela, legitimately constituted by popular ballot, inasmuch as it violates the rule of law and the separation of powers.
2.
To condemn the arrest of the First Vice President of the National Assembly, Edgar Zambrano Ramírez, and to demand his immediate release, and a halt to the persecution and harassment of unduly prosecuted representatives, and to demand guarantees for the protection of their physical safety and that of their families. 
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