- 2 -

[image: image1.emf]    PERMANENT   CO UNCIL  

OEA/Ser.G

CP/RES. 1136 (2245/19)
11 September 2019

Original: Spanish

CP/RES. 1136 (2245/19)
RESPECT FOR PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY IN VENEZUELA

(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of September 11, 2019)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 

RECALLING that representative democracy is an essential precondition for the stability, peace and development of the region, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2929 (XLVIII-O/18) of June 5, 2018, in which the General Assembly of the Organization of American States resolved that the electoral process carried out in Venezuela on May 20, 2018, lacked legitimacy;

ALSO RECALLING the provisions of resolution CP/RES. 1117 (2200/19) of January 10, 2019, in which this Permanent Council did not recognize the legitimacy of the presidential term 2019-2025 of Nicolás Maduro, for being the result of an illegitimate electoral process, and also emphasized the constitutional authority of the democratically elected National Assembly;

RECOGNIZING that resolution of the Permanent Council of the OAS, CP/RES. 1127 (2228/19) of May 13, 2019, affirmed that parliamentary immunity is a prerogative established in the Venezuelan Constitution that ensures the free exercise of parliamentary debate and prevents external pressures from impeding the effective work of representation of the people; and


UNDERLINING that resolution CP/RES. 1127 (2228/19) of May 13, 2019, also rejected the violation of the parliamentary immunity of representatives of the National Assembly and condemned the arbitrary detention of its First Vice President, Edgar Zambrano Ramirez,

RESOLVES:

1. To condemn the lifting of the parliamentary immunity of deputies José Guerra, Tomás Guanipa, Juan Pablo García and Rafael Guzmán, ordered on August 12, 2019, which constitutes a clear attack on the only legitimate and democratically elected body in Venezuela and another challenge to the rule of law. 

2. To manifest its deep concern for the systematic undermining of institutions in Venezuela, particularly reflected by the continuous harassment of the deputies of the National Assembly of Venezuela, confirming an antidemocratic pattern of conduct inconsistent with the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 
3. To call upon the international community to demand the full respect of the National Assembly of Venezuela and its deputies, as well as to reaffirm that the National Assembly is the only legitimate and democratically elected authority of Venezuela. 

4. To reiterate its full support to the National Assembly of Venezuela. 
5. To categorically reject the threat to unconstitutionally call for advanced elections of the National Assembly of Venezuela.
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To continue monitoring the situation in Venezuela.
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