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FORTY-
FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES - “DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

DIALOGUE AND LUNCHEON BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, 
THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL 
WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

REMARKS BY THOMAS NEISINGER,
REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN, GERMAN FOREIGN OFFICE
Asuncion, Paraguay - June 3, 2013

Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza,

Ministers, Vice Ministers, Excellencies, Colleagues, Dear Friends,

In my capacity as observer from the Federal Republic of Germany, it is truly a great honour for me to be able to attend the General Assembly of the OAS.

I would like to thank our host - the government of Paraguay - for the warm welcome.

Germany takes pride in being a long term observer to and supporter of the OAS.

The OAS is the only organisation that offers a valuable platform for political dialog of the Americas, from the North to the South. Therefore, we share the view that the OAS remains as invaluable and relevant as in 1948.

We strongly commend the OAS for its continued commitment to strengthening democracy, working for peace and defending human rights.
Strengthening democracy

We would like to encourage the OAS to continue promoting the concept of separation of powers.

Germany has learned from its own history how important a consistent concept of separation of powers is for fostering enduring democracy.

Indeed, there is no “one design fits all”, however we are convinced that the fundamental principle of separation of powers remains relevant for all societies: political power must be consistently separated among a legislature, an executive, and a judiciary. And as the French Enlightenment political philosopher Baron de Montesquieu stressed, “the independence of the judiciary has to be real, and not merely apparent.” In addition, in todays globalized world the freedom of press remains a vital element of sustainable democratic societies.

We praise the electoral observer missions of the OAS that have played a crucial and constructive role in many countries of the region and have helped to stabilize democratic processes. A functioning electoral process where all parties have a fair chance is a cornerstone for strengthening democracy.

Working for peace
We commend the OAS for its work towards preventing conflicts and resolving disputes through resolution mechanisms, direct negotiation, mediation, judicial settlement and arbitration. Germany is prepared to offer assistance upon request by conflicting parties as we have done in the past with regard to Guatemala and Belize as well as Colombia (protection of victims).

Defending human rights
Germany acknowledges and appreciates the valuable work of the Inter​-American Human Rights System. It is an instrument of utmost importance for promoting the respect for human rights.

Germany stresses the need for fighting impunity. Any failure to bring perpetrators of human rights violations to justice will undermine democratic societies. In this context Germany would like pay tribute to all the courageous human rights defenders who are so vulnerable but still committed to risk their lives for the fight against impunity and for the rule of law.

Germany has provided funds for the “access to justice program”. The Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) have highlighted the importance of access to justice for the effective fulfillment of rights conferred on people. Access to justice is considered to be one of the pillars for ensuring social justice and thus a vital element for fostering “development with social inclusion”--the theme of this OAS General Assembly.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Thank you very much for your kind attention.


