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FORTY-
FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES - “DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

DIALOGUE AND LUNCHEON BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, 
THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL 
WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR MOHAMMED JAHAM AL-KUWARI,
PERMANENT OBSERVER OF QATAR TO THE OAS
Asuncion, Paraguay - June 3, 2013
Secretary General Insulza, Ministers, heads of delegations and observers, ladies and gentlemen.  I wish to thank the government of Paraguay for organizing the 44th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly.  It is an honor for the State of Qatar as an observer state to participate in this annual gathering in the beautiful city of Asunción. I would like to share with you some of the initiatives Qatar has undertaken since our national inception, and our vision in engaging with the Arab World and the wider international community.  

Under the Four Pillars of Qatar’s National Vision 2030, strategies are set under the National Vision’s provided guidelines for social, human, environmental, and economic development.    We aim not only to create in Qatar a self-sustaining society but to alleviate the conditions created by the crises of global malaise on the wider stage.

At the forefront of our priorities is ensuring broad access to education.  Qatar strives to find new educational models that can adapt to an information age that is in constant conversation with the ongoing process of economic, social, and political globalization.

We have built an Education City in Doha one that could change the way the world invests in education, a 2,500 acre complex housing 11 universities.  

We have also invested in the training and development of human capital (among others) through a growing number of exchange programs, including for the promotion of Arabic language and culture.  We created a $100 million dollar fund for Arab students to study abroad, with the guarantee of a job in Qatar upon graduation.

In looking for new ways of connecting people through cultural exchange, to highlight the commonalities between histories and values, Qatar is investing in the arts, from music and film, to museums and art galleries.   We have invited to Doha the world’s most famous Western and Oriental symphonic orchestras, and held the Doha Tribeca Film Festival.  Our “Year of Culture,” a yearlong exchange program to connect Qatar and another country features Brazil for 2014, and builds on our existing ties through culture, community and sports.  

Qatar made Doha the site of a permanent seminar on a global scale, bringing together a congress of major players, to find meaning in historical tensions and mass suffering but more importantly to address them.  

For instance, Doha recently convened the 11th Doha Conference for Interfaith Dialogue as well as the First Arab States Regional South-South Development Expo.  The biggest is the Doha Forum, an established annual event covering critical issues regarding democracy, development and free trade in the Middle East, Arab countries, and the world.

We recognize that political instability and unrest comes out of the frustrations of a people who feel alienated from governments that profess responsibility for their well-being.  Our foreign policy is instrumental to resolving the internal dissonances in societies rift with political, tribal, and sectarian differences.  Mediation is the hallmark of our international engagements, in service of regional and international stability. We look for opportunities to prevent conflict and facilitate a political solution once conflict arises.  

In this pursuit of inter-Arab unity, in the face of the inexorable structural changes in the global system, we wish to support the legitimate aspirations of the Arab people, above all the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people, and work to strengthen the political institutions that they have chosen for themselves, democratically.

We are taking a lead in media, ensuring a space where ideas can be discussed and debated without fear of repression, freedom of speech is a strong tenet to Qatar’s founding principles.  It is our conviction that freedom of speech and expression is “the matrix, the indispensable condition of nearly every other form of freedom.”  It is why we value so highly having a platform for our own views as well as the ability to provide others with the same. 

But beyond diplomatic processes, important though they may be, we recognize that sports are a unique venue in which to engage the youth and open channels of dialogue where they might not have existed.  We hosted the Doha Asian Games in 2006, and are very much excited about hosting the 2015 World Handball Championship and the 2022 FIFA World Cup.  

Lastly, Qatar seek to assert its belief in the principles of human rights, the empowerment of women, and the democratic process.  They are principles that guide us in solving the problems within the region and strengthening institutions where they will support peace and stability.  

All these initiatives are possible because we are able to mobilize our resources and diversify our investments in regions around the world.  By 2015, we have in the plans to decrease our dependence on hydrocarbons so that it amounts to less than half of our GDP.  We are investing in infrastructural projects inside Qatar but are equally interested in mutually beneficial opportunities where they exist, which includes the members of the Organization of American States.  

Our annual foreign aid is nearly $1 billion (both humanitarian and developmental), going to more than 100 countries.  We fund projects that will equip those countries to confront the legacy of illiteracy and entrenched poverty, and combat the institutionalization of injustice.  

What I would like to emphasize to you today, is Qatar’s vision to be an active participant in the international community.  A vision that we will work earnestly to fulfil.  

On behalf of Qatar and myself, I thank the organizers for the invitation and for hosting this event.  

