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FORTY-
FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES - “DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

DIALOGUE AND LUNCHEON BETWEEN THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, 
THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL 
WITH THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

REMARKS BY KATE SMITH,
DIRECTOR AMERICAS, UNITED KINGDOM FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE
Asuncion, Paraguay - June 3, 2013
Mr. Chairman, Secretary General, Ministers and all OAS Delegations. Thank you to our hosts, the Government and people of Paraguay for your warm hospitality. It is a great pleasure for me to be here this week as the United Kingdom’s representative and to visit our newly reopened Embassy in the charming city of Asunción, one of the oldest in South America.  The UK is very proud of its strong historical links with Paraguay.

 

Overall Relationship
Mr Chairman, as a Permanent Observer to the Organisation of American States, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is honoured to participate in the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS. As the reopening of the British Embassy in Paraguay shows, the UK is committed to deepening links across the region.  Our engagement with the region has been strengthened in recent years, as part of our Canning Agenda – launched by the Foreign Secretary in 2010 to boost UK partnership with Latin America -  and also through our long-standing ties with the Caribbean, Canada and the US.  We value these relationships highly and hope to continue to strengthen them further.   We also value the opportunity which our status as one of the permanent observers of the Organisation gives us  to engage with the whole region on an annual basis. Thank you again for that.. 

 

By extending and deepening our reach in the region we seek to establish long lasting, productive and mutually profitable links across a number of sectors.  We are making collaboration in education, research and development, science and innovation, and English language  a particular focus of our engagement.  This work is highly relevant to the theme of this year’s General Assembly.  We aim to work with partners across the Americas to help enhance the knowledge and skills that will build human capital in the region and enable more people,  especially the young, to benefit and contribute to the region’s continued economic success.   Much has already been done to increase living standards and reduce poverty in the region:  it is a model of progress – including Paraguay.  We applaud President Cartes’ ambitious commitment to reduce levels of extreme poverty in this country by one-half by 2015.  

 

Development with Social Inclusion
Development with Social Inclusion is at the heart of the post-2015 development agenda - the most significant, global development discussion going on at the moment. Since the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were agreed we have seen the fastest reduction in poverty in human history.  Since 2000, half a billion people have moved out of extreme poverty, child mortality rates have fallen by more than 30% and deaths from malaria by a quarter. However, we know that the MDG focus on averages masked uneven progress across different regions and different population groups. The new framework should of course address inequalities and social inclusion directly. We need to learn the lessons from the MDGs, and from what they missed out. Strengthening voice, participation, transparency and accountability are necessary for ensuring that governments and institutions work in the interests of everybody including the poor, as well as being important ends in themselves. 

 
Mr Chairman, the UK is also a major contributor to EU development assistance in the region, responsible for 14% of the funding for the development cooperation instrument.  As the EU considers its programming for 2014 and beyond,  the concept of development with social inclusion is sure to be at its core.  The UK will continue to support the emphasis the EU places on the challenges to social cohesion in the region, and to prioritising themes such as cooperation to promote more inclusive economic growth;  fiscal reform to support the provision of high quality public services for social equity;  and a focus on gender equality and the protection of marginalised groups. 

Preventing Sexual Violence
Mr Chairman, as you know the United Kingdom has been promoting the issue of preventing sexual violence in conflict. The United Kingdom welcomes the support shown to the UK Foreign Secretary William Hague’s initiative on this issue.  The UK regards the prevention of sexual violence as critical to international peace and security.  Sexual violence hinders peace negotiations, it affects everyone, men and boys as well and women and girls.  It will take a global push to end this abhorrent crime.  I am delighted that many of you will be represented at the Global Summit to End Sexual Violence which the Foreign Secretary is co-hosting with the Special Envoy of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in London next week. 

 

The Summit will be the largest ever international gathering on this issue. It will focus on turning the political commitments already made into practical action on the ground which will result in a real change for survivors and those affected. The stigma attached to victims of these crimes and their families can lead to social marginalisation and discrimination, and exacerbate communal division and tensions.  The outcome of the Conference will, we hope, thus make an important contribution to promoting social inclusion in conflict affected societies.  Again, we are grateful for the region’s support and leadership on this issue. 

