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DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN DECLARATIONON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES

Equity and Social Inclusion: Overcoming Multidimensional Poverty and Bridging Social Equity Gaps: Towards an Inter-American Agenda on Social Development
(Includes the agreements reached at the preparatory meeting held on February 5 and 6, 2019)
WE, THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Guatemala City, Guatemala, on March 28 and 29, 2019, on the occasion of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the framework of CIDI; (Agreed upon 2-5-2019)
MINDFUL of the commitments assumed by the States in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Convention on Human Rights, and other universal and regional documents, the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, the Declaration of Asunción adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its Forty-fourth regular session: “Development with Social Inclusion”
, and the Declaration “Commitments for Social Development: Equity and Social Inclusion: Overcoming Inequalities for More Inclusive Societies”
; (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)

 REITERATING that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes fundamental goals and targets to achieve social development in the Americas
; (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)

RECOGNIZING the importance of promoting the creation of social capital in order to resolve the problems affecting groups in extreme poverty, increase human capital and build trust among our societies’ different actors. This will enable the creation of more cohesive societies where those with more resources, education, talent, and social connections will be able to demonstrate their commitment to vulnerable groups by supporting them in dealing with problems that, by reason of their seriousness, they cannot resolve alone. (Agreed upon - 2-6-2019)
RECOGNIZING that international migration is a multidimensional reality with a pronounced impact on the development of countries of origin, transit, destination and return; and recognizing, in that context, that international migration is an intersectoral issue that should be addressed in a coherent, broad, and balanced way, combining development with due consideration of the social, economic, and environmental dimensions and respect for human rights
; (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019) 
REITERATING that poverty and inequality are multidimensional phenomena constituting some of the most important challenges to development in the Americas, and that effectively addressing them calls for strategic and multi-sector efforts, on one hand, to assist States in understanding these issues, and on the other, to facilitate the identification and implementation of public policies designed to break structural barriers to accessing opportunities; (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
UNDERSCORING that the reactivation of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) in 2017 was a fundamental step for effective follow-up of the commitments adopted at the ministerial meetings on social development held in the OAS framework and for progress in coordinating regional efforts in the social development area; (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)

RECOGNIZING the value of the OAS’s convening capacity to promote political dialogue, cooperation actions, and the adoption of mandates that lay the groundwork for improving public policies to end poverty and promote social development; (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)

CONSIDERING that the development of a regional vision embodied in an Inter-American Agenda for Social Development will help promote specific actions for cooperation between OAS member states for the fulfillment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out in the 2030 Agenda; and (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)

RECOGNIZING the need to promote and strengthen cooperation and synergies with different international and regional organizations, as well as other key actors, such as civil society organizations and the private sector, which also play a fundamental role in promoting social development, (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
WE DECLARE: 
1. Continue to promote measurements of multidimensional poverty using different methods and indicators consistent with each national context and to utilize the information resulting from the application of those measurements to review and design more effective public policies and programs for ending poverty in all its dimensions. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
2. Move towards the development of universal and integrated social protection systems with an approach that is based on the respect of human rights, the principles of universality, solidarity, equality, non-discrimination, and equity that aim to provide broad coverage, especially for the groups in vulnerable situations, and promote research and impact assessments as decision-making tools. (Agreed upon –2-5-2019)
3. Step up regional efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda, especially SDG 1 (“End poverty in all its forms everywhere”) and SDG 10 (“Reduce inequality within and among countries”) and their interrelation with other SDGs, giving particular emphasis to the need to protect groups in vulnerable situations and working for social, economic, and political inclusion for all, regardless of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion, economic situation, or any other condition. Additionally to present a report of the progress made at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development so that we can expand and consolidate strategic partnerships to promote social development in the region. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019). 
4. Highlight the importance of attaining SDG 17 by strengthening partnerships and bringing together various actors including governments, the private sector, civil society, and academia. This collaborative effort is essential to demonstrate groups in vulnerable situations our commitment to improving their wellbeing. An inclusive vision will allow us to improve the levels of internal cohesion in our countries. (Agreed ad ref. US –2-5-2019)
5. Especially emphasize that coordination of social protection policies and climate change mitigation and adaptation measures, can help to reduce the risks to which the groups in vulnerable situations are exposed during disasters caused by the adverse effects of climate change
. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019) 
6. Contribute to strengthening programs and initiatives that promote and complement the impact of social protection policies such as employability programs, income generation, access to credit, and productive endeavors as tools for raising people out of poverty and ensuring their sustainable autonomy and social inclusion. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
7. Acknowledge the responsibility of the States to streamline and strengthen its intersectorial efforts to reduce inequalities and strengthen human development by seeking to guarantee access to affordable quality health care, improving the levels of student learning achievements and facilitating access to adequate housing, as well as sustainable coverage of water, sanitation, electricity and telecommunications services in all households. (Agreed upon - 2-6-2019)
8. Recognize the value of social assistance programs in eradicating hunger and child malnutrition in the Americas and continue to support such efforts through inter-American cooperation and institutional strengthening for the government agencies responsible for implementing such programs. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
9. Promote the development of public policies and programs that incorporate information and communications technologies (ICTs) and other innovations inclusively as poverty alleviation eradication tools, especially for groups in vulnerable situations, by promoting partnerships with the private sector, nongovernmental organizations and international cooperation partners. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
10. Promote the incorporation of technologies to better address social development problems taking into account especially groups in situations of vulnerability. (Agreed upon - 2-6-2019)
11. Promote gender mainstreaming in social development policies, taking into account women’s important contributions to sustainable development, economic growth, poverty alleviation eradication, and inequality reduction; recognizing the value of their unpaid domestic and care work; and considering the need for women’s empowerment to eliminate gender inequality and ensure the full exercise of their rights. (Agreed upon - 2-6-2019) 
12. Recognize the progress made by the region in generating population statistics and invite OAS Member States, in keeping with their capabilities and national realities, to intensify efforts to enhance institutional capacities for generating disaggregated data that include variables and unique characteristics of different population groups, especially groups in vulnerable situations in order to develop targeted public policies for addressing their specific needs and improving their living conditions. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
13. Highlight the value of the Protocol of San Salvador and encourage the States Parties thereto to continue to present reports on their main advances and progress in the implementation of the economic, social, cultural rights and the right to a healthy environment recognized in that inter-American instrument, mindful of its usefulness for the development of social policies that respect human rights. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
14. Instruct the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES), with the support of the Technical Secretariat of the ministerial process, to strengthen dialogue, coordination, and collaboration with other regional, subregional, and international organizations and mechanisms, such as the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), to identify elements for the drafting of an Inter-American Agenda for Social Development that outlines priorities for hemispheric action and cooperation in the social development area; and to present its results and progress at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Social Development (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
15. Renew our support for strengthening the Inter-American Social Protection Network (IASPN) as the primary mechanism for hemispheric cooperation and technical assistance among the institutions charged with promoting social development in the countries of the region, including by securing the resources needed for its operation and maintenance. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
16. Instruct the Technical Secretariat of the ministerial process to continue promoting, through the IASPN, different forms of regional collaboration and cooperation, sharing of experiences, and dissemination of knowledge and technical assistance to build the capacities of institutions charged with implementing strategies for combatting poverty and inequity, in line with the priorities defined at the Meetings of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Social Development. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
17. Instruct the CIDES to form working groups for the implementation of the Plan of Action of Guatemala, composed of focal points of Member States.  (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019 - pending approval of the Plan of Action 1-29-2019)  
18. Instruct the Technical Secretariat to provide support to strengthen the capacities of member states to withstand economic crises and natural disasters, in order to help ensure that the sustainability of progress made in ending hunger and poverty and protecting the environment is not undermined. In addition, combine efforts, through cooperation among the Member States, to confront emerging challenges that put people in situations of vulnerability, such as the lack of social mobility and the lack of food security. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
19. Gradually update professional training in member states, in keeping with the dynamics of the technological revolution and with demand from business, on the understanding that improved professional training, coupled with the promotion of job-creating enterprises, will enable greater and better labor market insertion as the best road out of poverty. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019) 
20. Encourage states to consider as social investment those resources allocated for the implementation and execution of evidence-based public policies that encourage human development, guarantee the exercise of rights, and provide access to better services. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019)
21. Promote the institutionalization of social development policies so as to give continuity to progress over time. (Agreed upon - 2-5-2019) 
22. Strengthening the mechanisms for social dialogue and consultations in the formulation of evidence-based public policies to address poverty and social problems so that no one is left behind. (Agreed upon - 2-6-2019)
23. Promote social protection and development programs for migrants and refugees, in accordance to state’s national laws, policies and priorities; as well as with international legal obligations and standards in order to create an environment that can generate opportunities for their socio and productive integration into society, including but not limited to, access to education, and social support throughout their integration process highlighting their contribution to the achievement of the SDGs
. (Agreed upon – 2-5-2019) 
24. Consider the specific needs of children and adolescents in situation of poverty so as to improve the design and implementation of public policies aimed at ensuring their welfare and development honoring the commitments taken up in the SDGs related to poverty reduction in all its dimensions (Approved 2-62019 Ad ref USA) 

25. Reaffirm our commitment to develop social development policies that take into account the specific needs of indigenous peoples and Afro descendants, and that contribute to their development priorities; respect and promote their rights in accordance to pertinent international instruments, enable them to promote, maintain and strengthen their traditions and transmit their tangible and intangible cultural heritage, including their history and ancestry; and recognize their contributions in different fields. (Agreed upon – 2-6-2019 ad referendum US)
26. Promote the design and implementation of comprehensive public policies that take into account the rights and effective social inclusion and development of older persons and persons with disabilities in order to promote their dignified treatment, access to better living conditions and a healthy life and to prevent them from living in poverty; in accordance to pertinent international instruments and the framework of the 2030 Agenda. At the same time with respect to persons with disabilities, reinforce their access to inclusive, equitable and quality education to facilitate their access to decent work for the achievement of the SDGs. (Agreed upon – 2-5-2019)
27. Thank the people and Government of the Republic of Guatemala for organizing the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI and for the cordiality shown since our arrival.  We recognize especially the leadership and efforts of the Ministry of Social Development of Guatemala during the preparations for this process aimed at reactivating political dialogue, cooperation, and inter-American integration in the area of social development. (Agreed upon – 2-5-2019)
28. Thank the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the Meetings of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Social Development for its contribution and support for this important hemispheric process of political dialogue and quest for consensus, and for its coordination of the IASPN. (Agreed upon – 2-5-2019)

FOOTNOTES
3.
… the 2030 Agenda is non-binding and does not create or affect rights or obligations under international law, nor does it create any new financial commitments.


The United States recognizes the 2030 Agenda as a global framework for sustainable development that can help countries work toward global peace and prosperity. We applaud the call for shared responsibility, including national responsibility, in the 2030 Agenda and emphasize that all countries have a role to play in achieving its vision. The 2030 Agenda recognizes that each country must work toward implementation in accordance with its own national policies and priorities.


The United States also underscores that paragraph 18 of the 2030 Agenda calls for countries to implement the Agenda in a manner that is consistent with the rights and obligations of States under international law. We also highlight our mutual recognition in paragraph 58 that 2030 Agenda implementation must respect and be without prejudice to the independent mandates of other processes and institutions, including negotiations, and does not prejudge or serve as precedent for decisions and actions underway in other forums. For example, this Agenda does not represent a commitment to provide new market access for goods or services. This Agenda also does not interpret or alter any WTO agreement or decision, including the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property.
4.
… impacts on development.  It fails to distinguish adequately between positive contributions of migration to development and the challenges governments face, including countries of destination and transit, which must deal with the negative consequences of illegal immigration.  It also fails to address the social-economic problems related to losing populations to emigration, including brain drain, faced by countries of origin.  Further, the way States talk about crossing international borders should reflect the centrality of law, and the need for such movements to be in accordance with States’ national laws.  We reiterate our position that no individual has an inherent right to enter another country illegally, even if they have the right to leave their country of origin or presence consistent with that country’s international human rights law obligations. The presence of large numbers of illegal immigrants undermines the rule of law and creates security and development challenges for States. 

5.

… Inter-American Agenda on Social Development” is without prejudice to U.S. positions.

6.
…impacts on development.  It fails to distinguish adequately between positive contributions of migration to development and the challenges governments face, including countries of destination and transit, which must deal with the negative consequences of illegal immigration.  It also fails to address the social-economic problems related to losing populations to emigration, including brain drain, faced by countries of origin.  Further, the way States talk about crossing international borders should reflect the centrality of law, and the need for such movements to be in accordance with States’ national laws.  We reiterate our position that no individual has an inherent right to enter another country illegally, even if they have the right to leave their country of origin or presence consistent with that country’s international human rights law obligations. The presence of large numbers of illegal immigrants undermines the rule of law and creates security and development challenges for States. 
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�.Declaration AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-O/14), adopted at the second plenary session, held on June 4, 2014.


�.Adopted at the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, held in Asunción, 


   Paraguay, on July 13 and 14, 2016.


�. Footnote from the delegation of the United States: We take this opportunity to make important points of 


    clarification on language related to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  We underscore that … 








�. The United States dissociates itself from language in Preambular Paragraph 5 and Operative Paragraph 23,         which is not balanced.  It fails to recognize that migration can have both positive and negative …





	�. The language on climate change in this paragraph of the Declaration “Equity and Social Inclusion:  Overcoming Multidimensional Poverty and Bridging Social Equity Gaps:  Towards an … 


�. The United States dissociates itself from language in Preambular Paragraph 5 and Operative Paragraph 23, which is not balanced.  It fails to recognize that migration can have both positive and negative …








