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1. Institution and contact information:   U.S. Agency for International Development

Annica Wayman: awayman@usaid.gov; 1-202-712-5977

2. Pillars:
   Innovation
                             Human Resources Education and Training
                             Technological Development

3. Name and brief description of successful practice (maximum 500 words): 

Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement in Research (PEER): PEER competitively funds developing-country researchers who collaborate with researchers funded by other United States Government (USG) science agencies. These grants focus on a variety of topics including but not limited to agriculture, climate change, seismology, wildlife management, fish biodiversity, and child health. The PEER program aims to strengthen developing country research capacity by funding scientists and engineers in these countries while supporting projects critical to development objectives.
4. Dates of implementation and current status:

The first PEER program, PEER Science, was launched in August 2011 following the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the National Science Foundation (NSF) in July 2011.  Currently, we are in our third call for proposals with proposals due January 13, 2014.  Last year, we also launched another PEER program focused on global health challenges, PEER Health, with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) as our partner.  A second PEER Health call is expected later in 2014.  
5. Objetives and  beneficiaries: 

The primary objective of PEER is to support research that will address a global development challenge – one that significantly impacts the local community in the developing country, but also may have regional and global implications.  By encouraging collaboration with USG-funded scientists and providing resources directly to the developing country scientists, we also aim to strengthen the research capacity of the host country.  Beneficiaries of our program include developing country principal investigators, co-principal investigators, their students, and their institutions as well as the USG-funded partners and their affiliated networks (co-principal investigators, students, institutions, and others).  Additionally, USAID and various in-country stakeholders benefit from the outcome of a PEER award depending on the intended development impact of a particular research project.  
6. General Activities (maximum 500 words):

PEER opens solicitations each year through PEER Health and PEER Science respectively.  Traditionally solicitations are launched in early fall and the proposal submission period extends for a period of three months.  Peer review panels follow shortly after the closing date and feedback is solicited from missions following the outcome of the peer review panels.  Award decisions are made within 4-6 months following the closing date of the solicitations.

We also host PEER workshops that help to strengthen the research capacity of current and prospective PEER grantees, facilitate networking among the researchers, and improve the connection of the researcher to USAID and other key stakeholders.
7. Results obtained and/or expected (maximum 500 words):

PEER Science received over 563 proposals submitted in application over Cycle One and Cycle Two of the program.  Of those proposals, 97 grants were awarded. For PEER Health, 81 full proposals were commissioned and 16 grants were awarded.
In just one year, the development impact of these grants has already been demonstrated.  For example in Ecuador, researchers from the Universidad Tecnológica Indoamérica, and Andrea Encalada, Universidad San Francisco de Quito are partnering with a scientist from the University of Colorado to map the long-term sustainability of water resources and biodiversity under scenarios of climate change in the Napo Watershed.  They will work with local community groups, government agencies, and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to discuss and put into action a conservation and management portfolio for the Napo Watershed.  Some of workshops have already occurred to begin this process.  They also aim to create a model that can be applied to other areas, such as the Pastaza Watersheds in southeastern Ecuador.  
8. Strategy  for Sustainability:

The PEER grants serve as the initial step to leveling the playing field for researchers in developing countries.  Through the capacity-building components of the program, our goal is to help researchers to build a sustainable research program.  And already we have seen PEER Science researchers sucessfully compete for other grants.

9. Quantifiable Indicators (before and after) / Impact:

Our Cycle One PEER Science grantees recently completed their first year and submitted an annual report that included many of our program indicators.  These indicators are being analyzed now.

10. Innovation component?

PEER projects leverage the latest developments in the U.S. research community to address a global development challenge in an innovative way.  Some of the projects involve developing new technologies such as for water or agriculture.

11. Opportunities for cooperation:

USAID welcomes the opportunity for cooperation on PEER.  Ideas for collaboration include but are not limited to conducting joint workshops, doing outreach on the PEER program and how to apply, coordinating on leveraging and resourcing PEER applicants and awardees, and launching joint solicitations or having a special call for proposals.  In addition, there are other S&T activities at USAID that welcome collaboration with other organizations.
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