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EIGHTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN
OEA/Ser.W/XIII.3.8

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (COMCYT)
CIDI/COMCYT/doc.9/13 

November 14-15, 2013
15 November 2013 Washington, DC
Original: Spanish.

CONCLUSIONS, OFFERS OF COLLABORATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Eighth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) was held on November 14-15, 2013, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) in Washington, D.C., with the Chair of COMCYT, Dr. Rubén Berrocal, National Secretary of Science, Technology, and Innovation of Panama, presiding.

The main purpose of the meeting was to report on activities carried out by the member states and working groups under the 2012-2016 Plan of Action of Panama, in compliance with mandates stemming from the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Panama in November 11. Also, the COMCYT followed up on ongoing cooperation and collaboration initiatives among countries and strategic partners and identified other matters of interest for science, technology development and innovation in the region.

The Secretariat will present a final report of the Eighth Meeting of COMCYT.  However, the present document provides a summary of the conclusions, recommendations resulting from the two days of work, as well as the offers for cooperation put forth in the context of the Plan of Action, as presented by the Secretariat towards the end of the meeting.

At this Eighth COMCYT meeting, by acclamation Guatemala was elected COMCYT Chair for the next period, and Panama and Costa Rica were elected First and Second Vice-Chairs respectively.  It was also decided that the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology will be held in Guatemala on a date to be determined in coordination with the Secretariat.  

Conclusions and Recommendations

1. The Plan of Action of Panama, through its four Working Groups is yielding concrete results, to promote cooperation among the OAS member states and their strategic partners by means of joint projects, and the sharing of information, resources and tools.

2. During these two days, shared needs and challenges have been identified that must be addressed to ensure fulfillment of the COMCYT objectives. In this regard, all member states and interested institutions are invited to join the Working Groups and contribute with their capabilities and experiences to expand and deepen opportunities for cooperation. A special invitation was extended to the Caribbean countries to join the Working Groups so they can take part in the exchange of experiences and opportunities for collaboration. 

3. In view of the offers of cooperation presented by member states and strategic partners, the Secretariat is requested to continue facilitating communication among the working groups and supporting the implementation of projects and initiatives of collaboration and cooperation

4. At the request of the Working Group Coordinators, the Secretariat will continue to organize videoconferences and in-person meetings with a view to continue the follow-up of ongoing projects and to strengthen collaboration mechanisms among participants.  All member states will be informed of these meetings and will be invited to participate. 

5. The Secretariat will send all Member States and participants at the COMCYT the documents and presentations received during this meeting, including the proposal on the Mobility/ ​​Engineering Education in the Americas Program presented by Argentina as a new project for Working Group 2- Human Resources Education and Training. 

6. Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, United States, Peru, and Trinidad and Tobago have shared eighteen successful experiences with the Section of Competitiveness, Innovation, and Technology at the OAS. The initial summary of some of these cases is already available at the following link: http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/SPANISH/HIST_13/CIDI04201S04.doc
Recommendations, Offers for Cooperation and Collaboration of the Participants of the Eight COMCYT within the framework of the Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016 

	Working Group 1 on Innovation

	Mexico

Coordinator
	· Announced the results of the Working Group on innovation indicators and invited countries to send their comments and feedback to complete the work on 12 key indicators to measure and share information on innovation activities in countries of the Americas. The revised version will be sent to all the countries. 

· Informed of the intention to convene a workshop in 2014 in Mexico to follow up on consideration of the indicators. 

	Guatemala
	· Offer to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology of the Hemisphere in Guatemala in 2014.  

· Nomination as Chair of the COMCYT. 

	Costa Rica
	· Offer to share experience with countries interested in replicating its initiatives, Champions of Innovation (designed to further develop culture and human capital for entrepreneurship and innovation) and the Innovation Portal, Innovacion.cr (to address inadequate systemic coordination among different actors and roles). 

	Network for Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT)
	· Offer to collaborate with the Working Group on the development of innovation indicators and on other initiatives (based on their experience in the development of instruments for measurement and analysis of science and technology). 

· Formalize RICYT’s participation in Working Group 1 and explore synergies. 

	Maryland Technology Enterprise Institute (MTECH)
	· Presentation of MTECH’s entrepreneurship and innovation programs in Maryland, based on public-private partnerships for technology commercialization.

· Offer to carry out cooperation activities with the University of Maryland, especially with its international business incubator.

	OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)


	· Invitation to participants to attend the Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF), which will take place in Trinidad and Tobago on October 8-10, 2014 and to use the 100 profiles of opportunities for cooperation published in the “Signs of Competitiveness” report, 2012-2013. 

· Invitation to participate in Red Innovanet, a community of practice among universities and private and public research centers, on issues regarding technology transfer, incubation, and support mechanisms for high-impact SMEs.

	
	· Virtual Educa: Invitation to regional and national events, as well as to collaborate in the Virtual Educa Platform, a space which promotes technology and innovation in the region’s various education sectors (Trinidad and Tobago 2014, Peru 9-13 June, 2014).

	
	· Young Americas Business Trust (YABT): Invitation for countries to participate in TIC Americas at the OAS General Assembly in Paraguay.

· Invitation to other activities, including the Caribbean Challenge 2014. Open registration for Latin America until March 2014.

· New category on Social Innovation for the 2014 TIC Americas. 

	Italy
	· Offer to support capacity building and the development of technological applications and to share services and solutions, based on advanced earth observation systems, COSMO-Sky Med and collaboration with e-GEOS. 

	United States
	· USAID presented areas of cooperation and collaboration on coffee rust technology, highlighting actions carried out  in  Central American and Caribbean States, while stressing a need for greater investment into science and technology focused on the region’s coffee sector.   


	Working Group 2 on Human Resource Training and Education 

	Argentina

Coordinator
	· Announced the results of the Working Group on the surveys, one on the perception of young people on scientific-technological careers and the other one on the needs of the productive sector regarding the competencies of new engineering graduates. Presented the proposal for the Working Group: Program for Mobility/ Engineering Education in America (to facilitate the mobility of students, graduates, and research faculty.)

· Follow-up to the Mobility program, including a possible pilot with the University of Honduras and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 

· Invitation to Group 2 countries and partners to implement the Mobility Program.


	United States
	· Offer to collaborate in the framework of three State Department and USAID Programs:  

1. Networks of Diasporas in Engineering and Science (NODES) to develop and promote the role of the diaspora in capacity building in science, technology, innovation, and education in STEM. 

2. Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement in Research (PEER), a USAID program in collaboration with U.S. federal science agencies like the National Science Foundation (NSF) that invites scientists and engineers from developing countries to conduct research in collaboration with their US peers.
3. The Higher Education Solutions Network (HESN), a multidisciplinary research and development effort led by seven world-class universities working directly to evaluate and strengthen real-world innovations in development.


	Mexico
	· Update and report on the first year of implementation of the OAS-CONACYT-AMEXID scholarship program for masters and doctoral degrees in science and engineering. 

· The results of the first call/registration were announced (120 fellows from 12 countries-56 of them with OAS-AMEXID benefits). 

· CONACYT is open to granting a greater number of scholarships above the 600 originally offered based on the demand for the second call for applications. The call for applications will be held twice a year and the number of Mexican universities in the OAS consortium will increase. 

Efforts will be made to increase participation of the Caribbean Member States in the Scholarship Program, with support from the Mexican Embassies and the SG/OEA.

	ICHASS/NCSA/OAS-ARTCA

(Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences/National Center for Supercomputing Applications/ OEA-Advanced Research Technology Collaboratory for the Americas) 
	· Invitation to participate in the initiatives: 

1. Executive Immersion Program in Universities in the United States. Designed for High Authorities of the Ministries and Councils of Science and Technology.  

2. Hemispheric Call for Proposals: Donation of a million hours of supercomputing. Access to high-performance computational resources. 

3. HASTAC Conference (Humanities, Arts, Science and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory) in Peru in April 2014. Theme: Digital Animation.  

4. Second editions of the Pan-American Advanced Studies Institute (PASI) and the Radical Innovation Summit (RIS). 

	IANAS (Inter-American Network of Academies of Sciences) 
	· Offer to collaborate on issues of women in science, technology, strengthening scientific communities, science education, public policy recommendations.  

	tpt SciGirls
	· Offer to collaborate with countries to disseminate and develop programs directed to foster the participation of girls in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).  



	LACCEI 

(Latin American and Caribbean Consortium of Engineering Institutions)

LACCEI (continuation)

	· Offer for the Engineering For The Americas Initiative (EFTA): ETFA Workshops on accreditation for Universities; Par Amigos initiative; training  modules and certification workshops to support accreditation processes; Incubation Center, support for entrepreneurs,  International Certification for Start-Ups (LACCEI and University of Turabo, PR), including $100,000 competitions for entrepreneurs at the regional level; International Certification Workshops in Pedagogy for engineering faculty.

· Recommendations: 

1. Invest in the Action Plan of Panama, especially with “seed funds” for the initiatives and for follow-up of EFTA projects.

2. Encourage the national and regional engineering program accreditation agencies to sign the Washington agreement for mutual international recognition.

3. Support the initiatives of deans from Haiti to establish engineering programs and new programs of excellence in engineering related to Disasters Prevention and Recovery. 



	UPADI (Pan-American Union of Engineering Associations) 
	· Support for the Mobility Initiative and willingness to continue collaborating with Working Group 2.
· Invitation to participants to attend the UPADI Conference in Bolivia in 2014 and invitation to Working Group 2 to develop a one-day session for the event.
· Recommendations:

        Urge COMCYT to promote increased connectivity to Internet in the Americas  and    encourage the use of MOOCs (Massive On-line Open Courses) as a tool for skills training.

 

	API (Pan-American Engineering Academy)
	· Offer to participants to join the recently created Pan-American Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Engineering (PAIIE).



	Private Sector (Intel)
	· Intel: Call for the Member States to participate and promote amongst youth the OAS-Intel Latin America Award in the World Science and Technology Fair.



	Working Group 3 on National Quality Infrastructure



	Canada & Panama

Coordinators
	· They announced the results of the Working Group and the imminent signing of the agreement for the creation of the Quality Infrastructure Council of the Americas between the Pan-American Commission of Technical Norms (COPANT), the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC) and the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM).

	CROSQ

(Caribbean Common Market Standards Council)
	· Offer to exchange experiences and knowledge in quality infrastructure (including standards, metrology, and accreditation)

	United States

National Institute of Standards (NIST)
	· Through SIM (Inter-American Metrology System) offer to provide capacity building activities, including workshops in 2014 (biomedical equipment, statistics for chemistry and poison antidote production) and training in advanced Metrology 

	NIST/OAS
	· Invitation to participate in the new renewable energy and climate science project sponsored by the NIST and the United States Mission to the OAS. 

	PTB, Germany (Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt)
	· Offer to participate in two hemispheric projects: Infrastructure for renewable energy and energy efficiency in Latin America and the Caribbean, and Quality Infrastructure for climate change and biodiversity in Latin America and the Caribbean. 



	IAAC

(Inter American Accreditation Cooperation)
	· Recommendations:
1. Ensure that your country’s accreditation body has a mandate that helps the government ensure the fulfillment of regulations of health and security

2. Ensure that your country’s accreditation body supports improved quality of products and services for the national market and exportation. 

3. Identify means to create an environment in your country where accreditation organizations can be sustainable. 

4. Become familiar with the accrediting body in your country and with the technical and quality infrastructure of your country. 




	Working Group 4 on Technological Development


	Colombia

Coordinator
	· Presented two best practices about technological development in Colombia.

· Proposal to guide the work of the group towards sharing the best practices in technological development (technology transfer, entrepreneurship, incubation, and other mechanisms)

· Based on experiences, will define next steps so as to present results at the next Ministerial meeting.

	Peru
	· Presentation of Successful Initiatives of the National Council of Science, Technology and Technological Innovation (CONCYTEC)

· Technological development Program with the participation of private sector, academia and international I+D centers. 

	Trinidad & Tobago
	· Presentation on the Cocoa Research Centre, created to generate a viable industry based on innovation, management and value addition in the market of origin of the product. 

· Opportunities for collaboration: food security, development of varieties, quality methodology, research and development, traceability and other characteristics. 

	CIBNOR (Biologic Research Northwest Center S.C., Mexico)
	· Offer to collaborate with countries interested in its technology transfer activities, Technology Park and social incubator.

· Presented the process of creation and management of technological development based on private sector-academia linkage and quality of science.  
· Transform science into an economic activity based on innovation and regional impact.

	ASEBIO (Spanish Association of Bioenterprises)
	· Invitation to BIOLATAM 2013, the Ibero-American meeting of Biotech Industries. 
· Presentation on the importance of biotechnology and the opportunities for collaboration to promote economic development in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

· Management of natural resources and development of sustainable bio economies.

	TruBios
	· “The future of the region is based on the creativity of its people: scientific education and the development and implementation of new ideas is the way to social progress.”

· Examples of collaboration in biotechnology and medicine, with solutions generated in Latin America and the Caribbean, based on public-private partnerships in three countries (United States, Brazil and Mexico) to address specific regional needs with solutions based on science, research and technological development


	Discussion Panels

	Private Sector Panel

Softtek: Alejandro Camino, Vice-President for Marketing and Communications 

Symantec: Rafael A. García, Marketing Director for Mexico 

General Electric (G.E.):  Thaddeus Burns, Director of International 

Intellectual Property

Intel: Javier F. Firpo, Director, Education & CSR Programs, Intel Latin America


	· Importance of extending the access to broadband Internet in all of the countries of the region.

· Develop talent with soft skills to participate in the 21st century’s economies (including developing critical thinking, languages, skills related to technology and regional vision

· Consider and facilitate the mobility/movement of talent as a factor of competitiveness.

· Develop innovation at SMEs level with conditions and characteristics that align with regional needs. 

· Highlight collaboration at International level as a key factor for promoting innovation.

· Regulatory framework that allows public-private partnerships taking into consideration the new environment for managing research and development based on multidisciplinary collaborations. 
· Consideration of a new environment based on connectivity via Mobile equipment,  and the  demand for security, privacy, social networks, and the large number of data that is generated in the world.

· Incentives and rules that promote and reward innovation. 



	Panel on Women, Innovation & Entrepreneurship

Barbara Orser, Deloitte Professor in the Management of Growth Enterprises, University of Ottawa, Canada

Lisa Smith, Director, Bowie Business Innovation Center,  MD, United States
Dianne Lalla-Rodrigues, Caribbean Science Foundation Council Member, Director, National Bureau of Standards of  Antigua and Barbuda

Ana Greif, Representative for Latin America and the Caribbean, National Business Incubation Association, United States 


	· Develop public policies that support enterprises and help them grow: create opportunities that may result in success stories or failures. 

· There is a need to create a culture of a female entrepreneur: provide models of behavior, advisors, mentors and share successful cases. 

·  The We Connect Program (Canada) in different OAS Member States helps women start their own businesses. 

· The Innovate Program (USA) was developed with funds offered by the National Science Foundation (NSF). Some 5 or 6 companies are created every year with this program. 

· The We Americas Program (USA), through public-private partnerships, promotes inclusive economic growth in Latin America and the Caribbean. The program pushes for a reduction of barriers that women entrepreneurs face when their small and medium enterprises start or are growing; some of these barriers are: access to markets, access to capital, capacity building and female leadership.  

· There are not enough women in the field of technology. There is a need to promote women in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) at university-level. 

· Women need champions and role models to follow to motivate them to take action and start their own businesses. 

· Currently there are very few incubators focused on women. There is a need to create incubators that are directed particularly to women. 

· It is also the responsibility of men to encourage women and trust them to start a business. 

· Girls must be encouraged since childhood to not be in men’s shadow or to be housewives, but instead to see themselves as equals and to create their own spaces with access to opportunities in STEM and entrepreneurial learning. 

	Successful Initiatives Shared by OAS Member States, within the Scope of the Plan of Action of Panama
Available in their original language at: http://scm.oas.org/viii-cict/


	Chile
XIII.3.8 CIDI/COMCYT/INF.1

CIDI04191
	1. Program to Attract International R&D Centers of Excellence for Competitiveness
2. Scientific and Technological Equipment Program, Fondequip

3. IDeA Program
4. Global Entrepreneurs Challenge, Start-Up Chile


	Colombia
XIII.3.8 CIDI/COMCYT/INF.4
CIDI04197
	1. Knowledge Transfer from the European Software Institute (ESI) at the Technology Development Center for the IT Incorporation in the Tourism Sector.
2. Design and construction of a Panela Sprayer Prototype with proper metrology for physical variable control involved in the crystallization process.


	Costa Rica
XIII.3.8 CIDI/COMCYT/INF.3
CIDI04193

	1. Champions of Innovation 

2. National Innovation Portal

	United States

XIII.3.8 CIDI/COMCYT/INF.5
CIDI04198
	1. Partnerships for Enhanced Engagement in Research (PEER) 


	Peru
XIII.3.8 CIDI/COMCYT/INF.6
	1. Varietal characterization of Piscos from the ICA Valley and the development of a rapid method using spectroscopic techniques for the detection of adulterated Piscos. 
2. Development of pharmaceuticals based on medicinal plants

3. PRONABEC - Undergraduate Scholarship Component "Beca 18"

4. Seventeen half-scholarships for Masters degrees on Technologic Innovation Management at Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú (PUCP)

5. National Agency for Standardization, Accreditation and Metrology (ONAM)
6. Laboratory for the Manipulation and Visualization of Single Molecules


	Trinidad & Tobago
XIII.3.8 CIDI/COMCYT/INF.2
CIDI04192
	1. The Cocoa Research Centre – A mechanism for supporting the development of a viable cocoa Industry based on innovation.

2. Engineering Practice across the Curriculum
3. Environmental Solutions for Rural Communities
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