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CONCEPT PAPER

TWENTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF CICTE

(Submitted by the delegation of Chile in its capacity as Chair of CICTE)

Proposed theme: “International cooperation against financing of terrorism”

Terrorists have a basic need to collect, move, and utilize funds to support their objectives. Terrorist organizations depend on these funds, not only for their operational needs, but also to fund propaganda, recruitment, and training. 

The countries of the Western Hemisphere have made progress in implementing operational and legal measures to strengthen their systems to counter money laundering and terrorism financing, in accordance with the obligations contained in the relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions and standards established by the Financial Action Task Force and its regional arms. This development has helped make it difficult for terrorist organizations to rely on traditional ways of obtaining financing. 

Nonetheless, their adaptation capacity, the use of new technologies, and, above all, the spreading of transnational organized crime in Latin America and the Caribbean, whose actions constitute basic terrorist financing crimes, make it necessary to revive discussion and information-sharing regarding the threats and trends that, in a post-pandemic scenario, surround this phenomenon. 

The Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), as the leading regional forum charged with preventing and combating terrorism, is regarded as the ideal forum to address financing of terrorism, bearing in mind the particular characteristics of the countries of the region, and for promoting dialogue and international cooperation in dealing with it.

Accordingly, it is proposed that the twenty-fourth regular session of CICTE be held on April 24 and 25, 2024, in a face-to-face format and that its discussions focus on the implementation status in the region of measures to prevent and combat terrorist financing, in addition to analyzing trends, best practices, and challenges encountered by member states in that regard. 

In this context, there is interest in learning how States are tackling the use of new technologies and methods to raise funds to finance terrorism, such as artificial intelligence, cryptocurrencies, etc.  

There is also a need to share information on how National Risk Assessments can support national efforts in the identification of strategies and policies for preventing and combating the financing of terrorism. Therefore, insights will be presented from a regional perspective, as will the experience of countries that have carried out such evaluations. 

In addition, more than two decades after the adoption of the first United Nations Security Council resolutions addressing financing of terrorism, it is appropriate at this time to take stock of the progress and challenges faced by the region in the implementation of its main mandates, such as freezing of assets and the domestic designation of terrorist entities. 

Finally, in keeping with the need for a multisectoral approach to the problem of financing of terrorism, it is proposed to analyze the use of tools and instruments to promote judicial cooperation at the regional and international levels.

Expected outcomes: The annual meeting of CICTE in 2024 will seek to strengthen regional cooperation for the prevention and fight against terrorist financing. Participants are expected to share knowledge of and best practices in addressing this challenge, as well as effective strategies to that end, thus contributing to the security and stability of the Western Hemisphere.

Preparatory Meetings: Two preparatory meetings will be held in virtual format, at which the documents for the annual CICTE meeting will be put forward and proposed paragraphs for inclusion in the omnibus resolution on multidimensional security will be submitted to the delegations for their consideration. These preparatory meetings will be held on February 23 and April 5, 2024, both to run from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. CICTE01662E05
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