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I. BACKGROUND

On August 30, 2016, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) adopted resolution CIDI/RES.314/16, convening the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C on April 24 and 25, 2017.  Subsequently, through resolution CIDI/RES. 330 (LXXX-O/18) of June 20, 2018, CIDI postponed the meeting until September 20 and 21, 2018.
In convening it, CIDI took into account OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2881 (XLIV-O/16), "Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development," which established the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as the overall framework for CIDI's work. It also recognized the importance of promoting various forms of OAS cooperation, including horizontal, South-South, and triangular cooperation, as knowledge transfer mechanisms, as well a commitment to democracy and development in the Hemisphere.
Pursuant to those mandates, on September 20 and 21, 2018, the Cooperation Authorities of the OAS member states met at the Organization's headquarters in Washington, D.C. to analyze ways in which the region might more effectively bolster cooperation and partnerships for delivering solutions to development needs within the framework of the 2030 Agenda. The meeting focused on the topic: “Strengthening capacity for development cooperation and partnerships and for building resilience to disasters.”
The topic was proposed to foster discussion as to how hemispheric cooperation might harness the full potential of existing multi-stakeholder partnerships, networks and other modalities of development assistance to enable member states to build resilience to natural disaster. Thus, the meeting brought cooperation authorities together with the authorities responsible for disaster risk management, representatives from international organizations, the private sector, academia, and civil society to seek collaboration on this important issue. 
The meeting was attended by 31 member states. Particularly noteworthy was the participation of 12 ministers and high-level cooperation authorities from: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Saint Lucia, and the United States, and of 16 member states represented by their permanent missions to the OAS: The Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Canada, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Also taking part were eight authorities responsible for disaster risk management from: Antigua and Barbuda, Colombia, Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and the United States. Representatives of the following eight permanent observer countries also participated: Austria, Hungary, Italy, Japan, the People's Republic of China, Spain, Sri Lanka, and Ukraine.
II. PARTICIPANTS
All in all, there were 152 participants, including the delegations from 31 OAS member states, representatives of international organizations, the private sector, academia, and civil society, all of them keen to promote and support cooperation, foster multi-stakeholder partnerships, and forge resilience in the Americas. Especially noteworthy was the participation of 20 ministers and high-level cooperation and disaster risk management authorities from 16 member states. In addition, attending the meeting were 36 special guests and observers from multilateral organizations, nongovernmental organizations, universities, and enterprises interested in promoting regional cooperation. Worth noting, too, was the input from experts from regional and subregional agencies, entities, universities, and companies, including the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC); the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB); the World Bank; the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA); Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility (CCRIF); the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF); the Pan American Civil Aviation Institute (IPAC); the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA); the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); the Secretariat for the Central American Integration System (SIECA), the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR); University of the West Indies (UWI), Amazon Web Services (AWS); Walmart; and other special guests.
The List of Participants was published as document CIDI/RECOOP-II/doc.7/18.
III. PROCEEDINGS
A. Inaugural session
At the inaugural session, opening remarks were delivered by OAS Secretary General, Luis Almagro; Ambassador Jesús Sierra Victoria, Vice Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS; Ambassador Agustín García-López, Executive Director of the Mexican Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AMEXCID); and Kim Osborne, OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development.
In their opening remarks, all speakers underscored the importance of regional cooperation and partnerships as tools for ensuring regional compliance with the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). They stressed that cooperation was an opportunity for action by OAS/SEDI to stimulate collaboration among member states and other actors and thereby comply with SDG No. 17 and its call to "revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development." 
The OAS Secretary General, Luis Almagro, thanked the authorities for coming and emphasized the spirit of "partnership for development" that for many years shaped the Organization's approach to the numerous development challenges facing the region. He mentioned the solidarity shown by member states in their collective interest in continuing to share experiences, knowledge, and practices driven largely by their shared circumstances and their ability to tailor successful approaches to national circumstances.
The Secretary General welcomed the meeting's emphasis on building resilience and pointed to the enormous financial cost of natural disasters in the Americas between 2011 and 2017, totaling US$435 billion. He reminded participants that natural events per se do not cause disasters; disasters occur when those events hit a community that is vulnerable and ill-prepared to withstand them. Hence the importance, he said, of building resilience to disasters by addressing the underlying factors that create vulnerable communities and by endowing those communities with the tools and capacities required to manage emergencies and quickly recover from them. For that reason, he underscored the part played by cooperation and the importance of regional coordination.
For his part, Ambassador García-López, Executive Director of AMEXCID, pointed out that the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), which Mexico is currently chairing, is the mechanism established by the member states to promote, coordinate, manage, and facilitate partnership for development activities within the scope of the OAS Charter and the framework of the Strategic Plan for Cooperation for Development of CIDI, and in line with the goals of the 2030 Agenda. He stressed that, for Mexico, the IACD constitutes the ideal forum for consolidating efforts and making the most of the cooperation that exists in the Hemisphere, in the broad sense of that term that covers flows in a variety of directions and includes not just financial resources but a wide gamut of opportunities for collaboration. He ended by pointing out that development challenges call for cooperative undertakings, participation by multiple stakeholders, and the effective harnessing of know-how and of the resources available.

In bringing the inaugural session to a close, Executive Secretary Osborne gave a presentation on the work done by SEDI/OAS in the area of partnership for development, emphasizing how the Secretariat begins with political dialogue and then transforms it into action through technical cooperation. She highlighted the tools already available, such as the Development Cooperation Fund (DCF), multi-stakeholder partnerships, inter-American networks, and the CooperaNet platform. The Secretary ended her remarks with a call to member states to step up their voluntary contributions to the DCF/OAS to provide more seed funds for programming; boosting regional and subregional cooperation for sustainable development; enhancing ongoing dialogue between the OAS and cooperation authorities so as to make programming more consistent and ensure the presentation of reports; establishing a mechanism to facilitate the flow of private sector funds in the OAS; strengthening cooperation through multi-stakeholder partnerships, and bolstering member states' participation in the CooperaNet platform, as a mechanism for exchanging practices and discerning opportunities for cooperation in the region.
The inaugural session remarks have been published in document: 
CIDI/RECOOP-II/doc.1/18.
B. First plenary session

Pursuant to the CIDI Rules of Procedures, Ambassador Agustín García-López, Executive Director of AMEXCID, Mexico, was elected Chair of the Meeting. Then, the plenary considered the Draft Agenda (CIDI/RECOOP-II/doc.2/18 rev. 1), draft Annotated Agenda (CIDI/RECOOP-II/doc.3/18 rev. 1), and draft Schedule (CIDI/RECOOP-II/doc.4/18 rev .2), which were adopted without modifications. 
The Chair explained the structure and format for the meeting, which was to comprise six panel discussions in all, three of them on the first day, focusing on the broader topic of cooperation for development in the region, and three on the second day, focusing on the regional cooperation potential for building resilience to natural disasters. Each panel was to have a moderator, to introduce the topic in a brief, no more than five-minute, presentation. Then, the moderator would give the floor to the guest panelists for comments of up to seven minutes each.  Once the panelists' initial interventions were over, the moderators would begin the ministerial dialogue by posing a series of questions to the plenary geared to the principal ideas put forward. Interventions by the member states' delegations in the course of this dialogue were not to exceed three minutes in length in order to maintain a brisk pace in the discussion and enable as many delegations as possible to participate.
C. Second plenary session
The panel discussion in the second plenary session was about: "Situation analysis of existing arrangements and management of development cooperation in the region." The moderator was Ms. Inés Bustillo, Director of the Washington Office of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), who provided a regional overview of common challenges, opportunities and complementary aspects of cooperation for development in the region. 
Ms. Bustillo underscored the debate about how development is currently defined, pointing out that economic (GDP) growth is a tool that has its limitations when it comes to countries graduating to higher stages of development, because it does not encompass the multidimensional nature of development or the ongoing structural gaps and the vulnerability to which the region is exposed on so many fronts, including demographic changes, inequality, poverty, weak institutions, lack of infrastructure, and so on. She reminded participants that, together with several countries, ECLAC was fostering a new approach to measuring development. 
Accordingly, she stressed that the region was experiencing a marked decline in Official Development Assistance (ODA), given that most countries in the region are in transition and many are already considered middle-income countries. It is estimated that only 8% of global ODA goes to the region. For that reason, she considered the meeting timely because, given that circumstance, it was vital to strengthen technical, South-South, and triangular cooperation in the region so as to fill that gap. 
Following Ms. Bustillo's remarks, the moderator gave the floor to the guest panelists, who included directors and senior staff of cooperation agencies in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Mexico, who shared their countries' experiences with effective cooperation for development. They also spoke about common challenges and the possibilities for moving ahead on these issues with the help of the OAS.
Panelists: 
· Ambassador Agustín García-López, Executive Director of the Mexican Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AMEXCID)
· Ana Vaeria Ciuti, Director General of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Argentina
· Marcio Lopes Correa, Coordinator General for Multilateral Cooperation, Agência Brasileira de Cooperação (ABC), Brazil.
· Ambassador Juan Pablo Lira Bianchi, Executive Director, Chilean Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AGCID), Chile
The session ended with an inter-ministerial dialogue, during which some delegations reiterated their interest in continuing this dialogue within the OAS framework with a view to strengthening coordination among cooperation authorities. The presentations by the panelists and the inter-ministerial dialogue among high-level authorities of cooperation yielded the following recommendations, to be worked on within the OAS/SEDI framework. 
Recommendations for action:
1. Raise awareness in Member States of the opportunities provided by multilateralism in their efforts to make joint progress in the attainment of the 2030 Agenda.

2. Foster a framework for partnerships and cooperation for development in the Hemisphere based on the tenet that no one and no country should be left behind. 

3. Make efforts to capitalize on the opportunities posed by cooperation in the framework of the OAS, enabling the undertaking of joint solutions to similar development problems (for instance, by aggregating technical staff to formulate new initiatives for solving a shared challenge, such as the lack of indicators).

4. Encourage understanding and use of OAS cooperation tools at country’s disposal by Member States. 

5. Address the need for more robust statistical capabilities to measure the contribution that technical cooperation is making towards the attainment of the SDGs. 
D. Third plenary session
During the third plenary session, there was a panel discussion on: "The role of the high-level cooperation authorities in strengthening regional and sub-regional development cooperation." The moderator for this panel discussion was Ambassador Agustín García-López, Executive Director of AMEXCID, who provided a timely overview of the discussion, given that Mexico is currently chairing the IACD Management Board. 
In his introduction, the moderator welcomed the fact that the panel comprised three women leaders in the field of cooperation, in which women play a prominent part. The Ambassador highlighted the diversity of experience on the panel, which included one country with a significant history of cooperation, namely Colombia, an active member of––among other forums––the Pacific Alliance, a robust example of subregional cooperation; another country, Costa Rica, with recent experience as both a recipient and provider of cooperation; and, finally, SIECA with its valuable perspective on subregional cooperation.
The panelists gave presentations on significant experiences in their countries and in the region. They also reflected on how to enhance coordination and foster a propitious environment for cooperation for development in the region through existing instruments, especially within the OAS framework and taking the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development into account.
Panelists:
· Marcela Ordoñez Fernández, Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia
· Carmen Claramunt Garro, Deputy Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Costa Rica
· Carmen Iliana Romero Villafranca, Director of Cooperation and Projects, the Secretariat for Central American Economic Integration (SIECA) 
The presentations by the panelists and the inter-ministerial dialogue among high-level authorities of cooperation yielded the following recommendations, to be worked on within the OAS/SEDI framework. 
Recommendations for action:
6. Hold an Annual Meeting to follow-up on the dialogue, in the framework of the annual meetings of the IACD Management Board. It is suggested that the meetings have a work agenda to analyze specific proposals for joint action. 

7. Create a Technical Group comprising focal points from national development cooperation agencies charged with defining and executing an annual work agenda, and presenting results at the next annual meeting. Progress made ought to be assessed at every annual meeting and feed the ministerial dialogue to be held every 3 years. 

8. Undertake a mapping of current cooperation actions in the region, to identify the most relevant opportunities to strengthen the OAS standing in the area of cooperation. Where such mapping exists at the national level in most countries, an effort should be made to make their formats compatible in order to have a hemispheric understanding of where the region stands. Coordinate said mapping with organizations that are already working in this area --albeit with a different scope-- as to build on what has been achieved, realize synergies, and avoid duplication. In this regard, attention was drawn to the progress made by SEGIB (Ibero-American General Secretariat) in the collection of information on South-South cooperation, as well as to ECLAC's annual reports on regional cooperation, and those offered by the OECD at a global level. 

9. Establish focal points from national development cooperation agencies and relevant authorities, which are involved in all international cooperation activities in the region. These focal points are well suited to support the OAS in identifying niches in which it can engage in international cooperation and improve its positioning.

10. Explore the establishment of coordination agreements between the OAS and other regional cooperation actors.

11. Pursue the development of programs and projects with a sustainable, structural scope. Multi-country projects (or “umbrella projects”) might be more effective in mobilizing additional funds from public or private sources.

12. Support a more coordinated approach by the OAS and Member States for identifying and accessing existing and emerging funding opportunities. This point was emphasized taking into account a highly fragmented global and regional development cooperation architecture.

13. Use SEDI/OAS cooperation budget to leverage additional resources through partnerships with the Member States, extra-regional partners, and other stakeholders.

14. Identify projects that can help address the structural barriers that hamper OAS Member States’ sustainable development, particularly given that most are Middle Income Countries.
15. Conduct an assessment of which SDGs are receiving inadequate support from traditional cooperation. Helping Member States with those specific SDGs would help to bridge an existing gap and better focus the work of the OAS in a particular niche. 

16. Increase regional coordination on cooperation through the OAS, as it provides Member States with a forum to define joint positions to present to global fora.

17. Build a database of best practices on specific topics by and for Member States. CooperaNet was highlighted as an available OAS tool, which has an agreed-upon format and functions but requires additional engagement by Authorities.

18. Consider catalyzing best practices from other parts of the world through the OAS.

E. Fourth plenary session
The panel discussion in the fourth plenary session was about: "Exploring mechanisms for multi-stakeholder partnerships to enhance development cooperation." The panel discussion was moderated by Richard Crespin, CEO of CollaborateUp, a boutique consulting firm based in the United States with ample experience of advising businesses and non-profits on how to work together to solve big problems. The moderator began by asking about the opportunities afforded by multi-stakeholder partnerships to achieve not just their own institutional goals but also to contribute to attainment of those of the 2030 Agenda. 
The panelists included high-level representatives of cooperation agencies, international organizations, and the private sector, who brought their own perspectives to bear on the aforementioned opportunities, including, in particular, innovative approaches to expanding cooperation, mobilizing more resources, and harnessing the benefits of multi-stakeholder partnerships interested in cooperation for development.
Panelists:
· Deirdre White, CEO, PYXERA Global, United States
· Ana Valeria Ciuti, President, Ibero-American Program to Strengthen South-South Cooperation (PIFCSS), Argentina 
· Paloma Adams-Allen, President and Executive Director, Inter-American Foundation
· J. Welby Leaman, Senior Director (Americas), Global Governmental Affairs, Walmart
The presentations by the panelists and the inter-ministerial dialogue among high-level authorities of cooperation yielded the following recommendations, to be worked on within the OAS/SEDI framework. 
Recommendations for action:
19. Realize the potential of the OAS as an impartial mediator, catalyst, and facilitator of partnerships. The organization’s only concern is to forge partnerships that serve to foster regional development. Once opportunities are identified, they are presented to Member States and it is up to them to decide whether and how to advance.

20. Capitalize on the OAS’ convening power to leverage attention and support from the private sector. The organization is well positioned to understand the interests of the parties involved and, therefore to facilitate the forging of mutually-beneficial partnerships.

21. Work with Member States and partners to facilitate alliances by supporting institutional strengthening, addressing and recognizing the three dimensions of institutions: formal and legal norms, informal or cultural norms, and enforcement mechanisms.

22. Encourage cooperation to generate market incentives for increased competition both in the private sector and in the provision of services to citizens and businesses by the public sector.

23. Seek additional opportunities to support partnerships in local communities, which may feel uncomfortable working hand-in-hand with large corporations or even with their governments. The OAS is well-suited to use grass-roots action to test small-scale partnerships that can subsequently be scaled-up.

24. Pursue an OAS-SEGIB partnership to broaden the Report on South-South Cooperation in Ibero-America published since 2007. Through this partnership, the non-participating Member States from the Caribbean may be included in the report.

F. Fifth plenary session
The fifth plenary session was the last on the first day of the meeting and consisted of a rapporteur's report by Jesús Schucry Giacoman Zapata, Director General of American Regional Agencies and Mechanisms, Secretariat for Foreign Affairs (SRE), Mexico and Chair of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), who gave a summary of the principal recommendations for action and follow-up to strengthen cooperation and partnerships for development in the Americas.
G. Sixth plenary session
On its second day, the meeting focused on cooperation for building resilience to disasters. During the opening session, the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, welcomed the meeting's approach and reminded participants of the recent General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2916 (XLVIII-O/18) adopted in June 2018, which instructed SEDI/OAS to present for consideration by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a proposal "to facilitate, as resources permit, the response to disasters and to strengthen the collaborative provision of assistance by OAS member states, permanent observers and other entities to member states affected by disasters, with a view to aligning and optimizing the use of all existing instruments and mechanisms of the OAS; strengthening coordination and collaboration within the framework of the instruments and entities of the inter-American system and sub-regional mechanisms; and functioning in a coordinated manner with existing mechanisms and agencies of the United Nations System and other international entities."
Ambassador Mendez reported that, in response to that resolution, progress was being made with reviewing mandates and existing inter-American instruments, with a view to identifying their strengths and weaknesses, as well as increasing their effectiveness and making the most of them for the benefit of the member states. He concluded by emphasizing that the OAS will continue to facilitate multilateral cooperation and maximize the work of the member states' cooperation agencies and offices, so as to forge strong and resilient communities in the Americas.
Next to speak was Mr. Víctor Aznar, Director of Mexico's Sectoral Civil Protection Consensus-building Department (Concertación Sectorial de Protección Civil), with an introduction to the subject matter of the meeting and the experience acquired in a country that faces extensive disaster risk challenges. He underscored how, following the 1985 earthquake in which more than 5,000 people lost their lives and huge economic damage was done, Mexico laid the foundations for the current National Civil Protection System, which has made great progress and evolved continuously over the past 30 years.
He mentioned the latest bout of earthquakes in 2017, the most powerful in Mexico's history, and pointed out that despite the extensive economic losses, fewer than 400 people died because the population knew how to react to the emergency. In that connection, he highlighted the large volume of regional and international aid received following that emergency, while at the same time mentioning the challenges of handling such aid given the lack of coordination and articulation with the country's needs at any given time. That was a challenge that international cooperation needs to address. 
Mr. Aznar said he applauded the decision to hold the meeting and invited countries to continue sharing experiences and cooperating with one another to strengthen protection systems and build resilience in the region, making the most of the geographical, and above all cultural, proximity of the countries of the Americas.
H. Seventh plenary session
The first panel discussion on the second day of the meeting took place during the seventh plenary session and was entitled: "Shared challenges and existing capacities for building resilience in the Americas." The panel discussion was moderated by Mr. Cletus Springer, Director of the OAS Department of Sustainable Development, who pointed to the principal challenges facing member states in their efforts to build resilience so as to lower the impact of natural disasters on their socioeconomic development. He stressed that natural phenomena are not the only cause of disasters; rather, the ways some communities develop generate vulnerabilities that increase the risks of disaster.
The panelists included governmental authorities in disaster risk management agencies, representatives of specialized regional and subregional agencies, and academics. They provided examples of existing national capabilities and of specific sectoral solutions that are helping to develop resilience to natural disasters in the region.
Panelists: 
· Dr. Barbara Carby, Director, Disaster Risk Reduction Center, University of the West Indies, Jamaica
· Mr. Ronald Jackson, Executive Director, Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) 
· Pablo González, Principal Specialist and Section Chief, Risk Management and Adaptation to Climate Change, Department of Sustainable Development, OAS
· Oscar Zepeda, Director of Risk Analysis, the National Disaster Prevention Center of Mexico (CENAPRED)
· Ambassador Alejandro Carlos Daneri, President, White Helmets Commission. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, Argentina (via Skype).
The presentations by the panelists and the inter-ministerial dialogue among high-level authorities of cooperation yielded the following recommendations, to be worked on within the OAS/SEDI framework. 
Recommendations for action:
25. Consider strategies to help Member States create enabling environments to further involve the private sector not just to build resilience, but also to reduce vulnerabilities. Social responsibility cannot rely solely on the good-will of the private sector; legislation and norms should be adjusted to promote such engagement.

26. Recognize and utilize OAS tools that facilitate consensus-building and foster regional cooperation. The Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM), established in 2007, was highlighted as a mechanism to share best practices and experiences among Member States.

27. Help promote cooperation for the development of early warning systems and broad communication regarding hazards, to ensure that the population knows what can be done and is aware of the phenomenon in question.

I. Eight plenary session
The panel discussion in the eighth plenary session was about: "Technical cooperation opportunities for building resilience in the region." The discussion was moderated by Raúl Salazar, Head of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), who provided contextual information regarding the various institutional arrangements, mechanisms, and programs that have helped build resilience and disaster risk management capacity. He mentioned that underlying the concern to build resilience was the global trend toward increasingly costly impacts of natural disasters, now estimated at between US$250 billion and US$300 billion a year, in addition to rising death tolls from disasters, despite the progress made in this area. He therefore stressed the dire need for cooperation as a tool for reducing both economic losses, and more urgently, the loss of human lives. He also pointed to the close ties between the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, whereby disaster management was a key factor in poverty reduction.
The panelists included governmental authorities in disaster risk management agencies, representatives of specialized regional and subregional agencies, and representatives of international organizations. They shared their experience and singled out opportunities to help build resilience through technical cooperation.
Panelists:
· Jason Mansour, Commissioned Officer Corps, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), United States
· Eduardo José González Angulo, Director General, National Disaster Risk Management Unit (UNGRD), Colombia
· Dr. Ciro R. Ugarte, Director, Health Emergencies, at Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
· Dr. Miguel Garcia Winder, U.S. representative, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
The presentations by the panelists and the inter-ministerial dialogue among high-level authorities of cooperation yielded the following recommendations, to be worked on within the OAS/SEDI framework.
Recommendations for action:
28. Establish focal points in Member States in the area of resilience building. The OAS is well- suited to coordinate regional cooperation in this field.

29. Harness cooperation with academia and the private sector to educate and train human resources to improve disaster prevention and response systems. 

30. Implement public education initiatives to enhance the collective response to disasters. Additional training should be offered to public sector individuals to incorporate risk management principles in their work.

31. Address, through cooperation, the lack of transparent metrics to measure progress made in building resilience. Specific mention was made to the need to develop a system for measuring resilience in the Caribbean with indicators that include regional and national considerations.

32. Help build a strong monitoring, evaluation and reporting culture around disaster risk in the region.

J. Ninth plenary session
The last panel discussion took place during the ninth plenary session and was entitled: "Multi-stakeholder partnerships for building resilience in the region." The panel discussion was moderated by Nadia Cherrouk, Director for Haiti of the Pan American Development Foundation (FUPAD), who has ample experience of working with a wide variety of stakeholders on building resilience and addressing the challenges posed by natural disasters. The moderator stated that the discussion would focus on compliance with Goal 17 of the 2030 Agenda and the Sendai Framework to which the OAS subscribes. She stressed the heavy impact of disasters in the past decade, which have hit 67 million people in the region, which is one of the most disaster-prone regions in the world. She mentioned some of FUPAD's experiences with forging partnerships based on shared values, a joint vision, and trust.
The panelists included representatives of cooperation agencies of donor governments, specialized regional and subregional agencies, international organizations, and the private sector, all of whom contributed their insights into the possibilities of partnerships for building resilience in the region. The panel focused on innovative approaches for broadening cooperation, raising more funds, and making the most of the benefits of multi-stakeholder partnerships keen on cooperation for development, and especially on increasing resilience in the Americas.
Panelists: 
· Jeff Kratz, General Manager and Regional Head of Latin America, Canada, and the Caribbean, Amazon Web Services, USA
· Daniel Karlson, Deputy Director, Office of International Affairs, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), United States
· Mitchell Fox, Head of Strategic Planning and Regional Affairs Coordinator, International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), Canada
· Marc Forni, Lead Disaster Risk Management (DRM) Specialist, Urban Specialist and City Resilience Program, World Bank Group
· Isaac Anthony, Chief Executive Officer of the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility (CCRIF)
· Andrew Slaten, Deputy Director for International Affairs and Director, FEMA Hub of Philanthropic Engagement, Federal Emergency Management Agency, USA
· Raúl Delgado, Lead Climate Change Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).
The presentations by the panelists and the inter-ministerial dialogue among high-level authorities of cooperation yielded the following recommendations, to be worked on within the OAS/SEDI framework.
Recommendations for action:
33. Promote dialogue among financial institutions, donors and regional partners on debt and post-disaster economic reconstruction. This is critical as the financial needs of most countries in the region exceed an institution's capacity to respond. Examples were highlighted of platforms or “single windows” that allow governments to access a pool of offers of funding and technical assistance from different sources, thus facilitating coordination and lowering transaction costs.

34. Enable training and sharing of successful examples between countries on how technology is contributing to disaster management and strengthening communities in the Americas.

35. Support Member States in adopting a comprehensive approach to cover operational communication, navigation, surveillance equipment, and air traffic management needs in the Caribbean following the devastating hurricanes in 2017.

36. Encourage Member States to include aviation as an integral component of their national development plans, including the need for resilient aviation infrastructure to support their emergency response plans following natural disasters.

37. Explore further coordination with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) to support reporting efforts by Member States on regional progress made to comply with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. In that sense, the UNISDR stressed the OAS’ potential contribution to reporting on compliance with Goal F of the Framework, which refers to cooperation agencies and cooperation in general geared to disaster risk reduction. 
K. Tenth plenary session
The second day of the meeting ended with the tenth plenary session and a rapporteur's report by Jesús Schucry Giacoman Zapata, Director General of American Regional Organizations and Mechanisms, Mexican Secretariat of Foreign Affairs (SRE), and Chair of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (AICD), who gave a summary of the principal recommendations for action and follow-up to strengthen cooperation and partnerships for development to build resilience in the Americas.
Following the Rapporteur's presentation, the delegation of Brazil presented a draft vote of thanks to the Chair of the Second Specialized Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities of CIDI, which as adopted by acclamation. In particular, it thanked Ambassador Agustín García-López, Executive Director of the Mexican Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AMEXCID); the Secretariat for Foreign Affairs (SRE) of Mexico, and the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS.  It also underscored the important part played by the high-level cooperation authorities and by the agencies responsible for resilience issues in the Americas, whose contributions make it possible to embark on an ongoing dialogue on the subject.
L. Closing session
The Chair gave the floor to Ms. Kim Osborne, OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development, who thanked the Government of Mexico for its leadership in coordinating the meeting. She also thanked all the delegations and special guests for their participation in the dialogue and celebrated the fact that the notion of partnership for development, which shapes cooperation in the OAS framework, remains a priority for member states. She insisted that the challenges described during the two-day meeting clearly show that no country or actor can address them on its own and that cooperation and partnerships are needed to overcome them. Finally, she urged the member states to use and harness the OAS for that purpose, because of its ability to enlist support and facilitate cooperation among governments and other stakeholders in development.
The list of the meeting's documents and presentations was published as: 
CIDI/RECOOP-II/doc.1/18.
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