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I. BACKGROUND

On June 29, 2021, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS) convened the Third Specialized Meeting of High-Level Authorities of Cooperation, to be held virtually on December 2 and 3, 2021.

In the resolution convening the meeting (CIDI/RES. 350), CIDI recognized the urgent need to step up international cooperation at a time of unprecedented challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. The magnitude of the task of recovery “exceeds the capacity of any country or government acting alone,” it noted. 

The purpose of the meeting was to offer practical solutions to help member states meet the moment, as reflected in the theme: “Cooperation and partnerships as engines for post-COVID-19 recovery in the region.”
A Draft Concept Note circulated in early June explained that the idea was to exchange knowledge, tools, and best practices so as to leverage capabilities from a wide range of development actors: OAS member states and permanent observers, the private sector, academia, international development agencies, financial institutions, and other partners. As an experienced, honest broker, the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) would serve as an effective platform for engagement, with its Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) well-positioned to implement and expand cooperation mechanisms in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The region’s cooperation authorities have been laying a strong foundation for robust partnerships for development in recent years, including at their last high-level meeting in 2018 and in a technical meeting the following year. The OAS/SEDI’s Partnership Strategy, developed in 2019, reinforced the ability to engage with nongovernmental and multilateral actors to find creative solutions to some of the region’s most pressing social, economic, and environmental challenges.  

The Third Specialized Meeting of High-Level Authorities of Cooperation was held virtually on December 2 and 3, in two half-day sessions.  It brought together more than 230 participants from 30 OAS member states, including government ministers, high-level cooperation authorities, ambassadors, and other representatives, along with partners from different sectors. 
During the first day, representatives of more than 20 OAS member states took the floor and laid out some of the priority areas in which they need support as they seek to recover from the ongoing socioeconomic impacts of the pandemic. Just as importantly, they identified specific areas in which they had implemented successful strategies and could share their expertise and assistance with other countries. Some countries, notably the United States and Brazil, offered new financial contributions to support cooperation initiatives in the region.

The second day featured presentations from several permanent observer states to the OAS, as well as 25 strategic partners. They outlined some of their priorities in the region and highlighted areas in which they saw the potential for collaboration with the OAS/SEDI.

This productive exchange of information, coupled with the concrete offers of cooperation extended by member states and outside partners, will serve the region well in 2022 and beyond, as the OAS/SEDI works with member states to overcome the setbacks presented by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The final list of documents is available as (CIDI/RECOOP-III/doc.1/21) and at https://www.oas.org/ext/en/development/cooperanet/Cooperation-Authorities/Meetings-of-Authorities . 
II. PARTICIPANTS

Delegations from 30 OAS member states participated in the virtual meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Uruguay. Representatives from four permanent observer states to the OAS—Spain, France, Italy, and Sweden—were also among the participants.

The meeting included an extensive lineup of OAS/SEDI partners, including representatives of philanthropic foundations, regional and international organizations, the private sector, universities, and others. The OAS/SEDI thanks all those who took the time to participate over the course of two half-days of presentations and discussions spanning multiple time zones. The final list of participants, including the officially accredited member state delegations and guest speakers, is available as (CIDI/RECOOP-III/doc.7/21).
III. PROCEEDINGS

A. Inaugural Session

Ambassador Luz Elena Baños Rivas, Mexico’s Permanent Representative to the OAS and Provisional Chair of the meeting, briefly welcomed participants and noted that it had been an honor for Mexico to lead the Management Board of the IACD for the past three years. She then introduced the new IACD Management Board Chair, Karla de Palma, General Director of El Salvador’s Presidential Agency for International Cooperation, who delivered opening remarks.

Ms. de Palma laid out the broad context for the meeting, describing the region’s current socioeconomic situation in stark terms. The COVID-19 pandemic, she said, had reversed decades of progress in poverty reduction, health care, and education, with disproportionate impacts on the poorest and most vulnerable in the Americas and around the world.

For Latin American and Caribbean countries, the pandemic came at a time when they were already weak economically; from 2010 to 2019, in the decade following the global financial crisis, regional GDP growth declined from 6% to 0.2%. According to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the region’s overall GDP declined by an estimated 7.7% in 2020.

Although some countries had the budgetary resources and policies in place to respond effectively to the COVID-19 crisis, most have suffered severe economic consequences, Ms. de Palma said. Citing ECLAC figures, she said that 209 million people were estimated to be living in poverty at the end of 2020 (33.7% of the region’s population), an increase of 22 million from the previous year. The number of people living in extreme poverty was estimated at 78 million (12.5% of the population), an increase of 8 million from 2019. Income inequality also increased, especially given the impact of the pandemic on lower-income workers in sectors that require high contact with the public.

Against this backdrop, it is more important than ever for countries to seek out new forms of cooperation and partnership that can contribute to the pressing task of economic recovery, Ms. de Palma stressed. The COVID-19 crisis has forced countries to innovate, she said, adding that international cooperation will be critical in helping them become even more resilient.

The OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Kim Osborne, echoed that idea in her opening remarks. The COVID-19 crisis, she said, has created a new opportunity for countries to rethink and adapt their approaches to cooperation in order to achieve resilient, sustainable, and inclusive development results.

The Executive Secretary, who welcomed participants on behalf of OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro, pointed to the tradition of cooperación solidaria that has long characterized the work of the OAS in promoting development, highlighting the principle that all member countries, large and small, can add value to regional cooperation. The region’s heightened state of vulnerability today calls for countries to intensify that sense of solidarity and deploy creative strategies to strengthen social protections and ensure that no one is left behind.

Ms. Osborne emphasized the need for development solutions to be firmly grounded in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the blueprint adopted by the United Nations in 2015 to achieve a more sustainable future for all by 2030. Although Latin America and the Caribbean had made progress toward achieving the 17 SDGs, the region was still off target at the end of 2019—and the pandemic further derailed progress, Ms. Osborne said. In the context of the CIDI meeting, she emphasized the importance of SDG 17, which calls for forging partnerships to accomplish all the Sustainable Development Goals.

In recent decades, the region has benefited from different forms of cooperation—not just the traditional donor-recipient modality, but also south-south cooperation among countries within Latin America and the Caribbean and triangular cooperation, in which multiple players work together to reach a particular goal. These types of cooperation arrangements will continue to play pivotal roles beyond COVID-19, Ms. Osborne said, as countries seek to advance their economic recovery and get back on track to achieve the 2030 Agenda, as well as build resilience to prepare for future shocks.

Working in partnership with each other and with development agencies, the private sector, academia, civil society, and other sectors, OAS member states can accomplish common goals and strengthen shared values. They can tackle not only the challenge of economic growth, but also the multiple dimensions of sustainable development, including social inclusion and environmental sustainability, the SEDI Executive Secretary said.

As the development arm of the OAS, SEDI aims to transform dialogue into tangible progress, building consensus, identifying solutions, and promoting partnerships to deliver concrete development results. This meeting, Ms. Osborne told participants, would provide the chance to explore how to further harness the power of cooperation in these challenging times for the region.

B. First Plenary Session

This session began with the approval of the documents of the Third Specialized Meeting of High-Level Authorities of Cooperation, followed by the election of the Meeting Chair. Panama nominated IACD Management Board Chair Karla de Palma of El Salvador to preside over the meeting, the Dominican Republic seconded the motion, and the election was approved by acclamation.

In taking the reins of the meeting, Ms. de Palma recognized the other member states that currently sit on the IACD Management Board: the United States as vice president, and Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines as members.

OAS/SEDI Executive Secretary Kim Osborne then presented a comprehensive report on the work that SEDI had carried out during the 2019-2021 period. The presentation began with a video highlighting some of the ways that SEDI responded to the unprecedented challenges posed by the pandemic. It adopted a three-pronged approach, focused on adjusting its portfolio of existing projects, exploring new projects to meet emerging needs, and expanding multisectoral partnerships.

Here are some of the specific steps SEDI took to help member states respond to the COVID-19 situation in 2020:

· The Inter-American Competitiveness Network launched an Ideas Accelerator platform and shared some 250 tools, solutions, and recovery plans.

· The Network for Labor Administration published a portfolio of more than 420 measures taken by the region’s Ministries of Labor to protect workers, employment, and income during the pandemic.

· Through a series called “Teaching STEM in Quarantine,” the Inter-American Teacher Education Network provided 117,000 teachers with tools to continue advancing education in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

· Initiatives such as the Education in Times of Change platform offered additional tools for virtual education and allowed government ministries to share strategies, actions, and solutions.

· The Inter-American Committee on Ports shared best practices, protocols, and recommendations on COVID-19 safety measures and logistics for continuity of operations.

· The Rowe Fund, which awards financial aid to Latin American and Caribbean students studying in the United States, provided additional emergency relief scholarships to offset financial challenges created by the pandemic.

· In partnership with private companies, the OAS/SEDI has offered training and online tools to help micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) thrive in an e-commerce setting. A joint effort with Facebook (now Meta) reached some 85,000 MSMEs across the region.

· The Caribbean Small Business Development Center Program has helped to create new businesses, expand sales, and drive growth.

· The Inter-American Committee on Tourism convened a ministerial-level policy dialogue to address the impacts of the pandemic on the hard-hit tourism and hospitality sectors.

In her presentation after the video, the Executive Secretary gave an overview of OAS/SEDI activities in several areas, beginning with programs supported by its Development Cooperation Fund (DCF). For the 2021-2024 cycle, DCF seed funding will help build resilience in 17 countries through four areas of focus: retooling MSMEs through innovation and technology (Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Dominican Republic, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines); innovative reskilling for tourism sector recovery and regional economies (Dominica, Guyana, Uruguay); scientific and technological innovation for building resilience (Argentina, Barbados, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Peru); and science for decision-making in disaster risk planning (Bahamas).

 Ms. Osborne encouraged more member states to participate in CooperaNet, an online platform where the countries can engage with each other and share both needs and offers for cooperation. She also reviewed examples of triangular, south-south, and north-south cooperation initiatives implemented through the OAS/SEDI, including several inter-American networks that promote exchanges in specific areas such as labor, education, and MSME competitiveness. The OAS/SEDI also offers scholarships, in partnership with member states and private institutions, and awarded nearly 13,400 needs-based scholarships in the 2019-2021 period.

The Executive Secretary pointed to some of the many private sector, academic, and other partners that have worked with the OAS/SEDI. Among the member states, she highlighted four “champions of cooperation” that have provided significant support to development programs through the OAS/SEDI: the United States, Mexico, Chile, and Brazil. Other major contributors engaged in south-south cooperation include Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Peru, Argentina, and Uruguay.

The Executive Secretary encouraged the member states to participate actively in the work of the OAS/SEDI through CooperaNet and through the various inter-American networks. She also proposed establishing closer links between member states’ own cooperation plans and the work of the OAS/SEDI; connecting cooperation efforts to the series of ministerial meetings held under the auspices of the OAS; and defining clear mechanisms for engagement on cooperation with the private sector. Finally, she called for member states to revitalize funding of the Development Cooperation Fund (DCF) and define pathways for contributions to this voluntary fund by private companies and other partners.

C. Second Plenary Session: Dialogue of High-Level Authorities of the OAS Member States

Meeting Chair Karla de Palma explained at the beginning of this session that the dialogue among the participating high-level authorities would consist of two parts: first, a discussion of the substantive work of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development and its Management Board (IACD/MB), followed by a practical exchange on cooperation.

On the first point, the Chair said that the goal was to make the IACD’s work more strategic and responsive to countries’ needs by creating three working groups, which would be open to the participation of all member states, report to the IACD/MB, and focus on specific topics.

· Working Group 1: The updated model for the CIDI ministerial process and the role of cooperation authorities. This group would look at ways to better coordinate and align cooperation efforts with the various regional ministerial meetings related to development that are coordinated by the OAS. Nine of these periodic high-level meetings fall within the purview of the OAS/CIDI (labor, education, science and technology, culture, tourism, sustainable development, social development, cooperation, and ports), and in three other cases (competitiveness, MSMEs, and energy) the OAS/SEDI acts as technical secretariat to the process.
· Working Group 2: Financing for development cooperation within the OAS/SEDI framework. This group would examine strategies for bolstering the OAS Development Cooperation Fund and raising additional funding for partnership-for-development activities. One goal would be to develop a framework for cooperation between the IACD and permanent observers and other states, as well as national and international organizations and the private sector. Another issue to be considered is whether the IACD should become affiliated with the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation and its Kampala Principles to promote private sector engagement.

· Working Group 3: The IACD’s role in the international development cooperation landscape. This group would focus on how to more effectively disseminate the work of the IACD and position the agency within the broader framework for cooperation. One focus would be to explore ways to integrate results from cooperation programs, projects, and activities carried out in the context of the IACD and SEDI into the work plans and reports of member states. 

With regard to Working Group 1, Ambassador Agustín Vásquez, the Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, referred to the ministerial and high-level meetings in the different sectors as a “value added” that the OAS brings to the table. He supported the idea of establishing a coordinated, ongoing relationship between each ministerial process and the OAS cooperation agenda so as to produce sustainable results that could aid in the region’s post-pandemic recovery. 
The Working Groups were formally established at the meeting, and throughout the afternoon and the following day, several member states expressed interest in serving on one or more of these working groups, including Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Mexico. 

The second part of the dialogue gave member states the opportunity to exchange experiences, knowledge, and best practices related to cooperation in these difficult times. Many countries have a dual role as both recipients and providers of development assistance and technical cooperation. Representatives of 21 member states talked about some of the priority areas in which they need support or in which they could offer cooperation to other countries. Some zeroed in on one or two specific areas where they believed they could most contribute, while others invited their counterparts from other countries to review catalogs of offers for technical cooperation. Below are a few highlights from each country’s presentation, listed by order of delivery.

GRENADA emphasized the critical role of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises and the importance of investing in this sector. Oliver Joseph, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Affairs and CARICOM Affairs, said the government funded a facility to assist MSMEs, which typically have a hard time obtaining finance. He said one focus moving forward will be to strengthen the resilience of MSMEs to future shocks, noting that Grenada would welcome OAS support in this regard; other priorities include access to supply chains, financial support for job security, improved access to trade finance, and provision of timely, accurate information on COVID-19 measures. 

CHILE talked about its hard-won experience in disaster response, as a country exposed to earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanoes. Such crises prepared Chile to respond to the pandemic, and it has one of the highest vaccination rates in the world, said Cristián Jara, Executive Director of the Chilean Agency for International Development Cooperation (AGCI). He noted that Chile has worked closely with Japan and other partners on disaster response and offered to provide technical cooperation on this issue to countries across Latin America and the English-speaking Caribbean. He also mentioned the need for countries to address the effects of the pandemic on mental health. 

URUGUAY identified a number of opportunities for south-south and triangular cooperation. Claudia Romano, Manager of the Uruguayan Agency for International Cooperation (AUCI), pointed to the country’s strengths in such areas as democracy and rule of law and offered to provide technical cooperation to strengthen institutions, develop public policies that transcend administrations, promote e-government services, and increase government transparency. Uruguay also offered to share best practices in such areas as renewable energy and education, including lessons it has learned through a program that uses mobile classrooms to teach English to primary students across the country.

MEXICO noted that it is among the largest donors of cooperation funds within the OAS and an active participant on development issues at the United Nations, advocating for a multidimensional approach to development financing, for example, as well as equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines. María Elena Alcaraz, Coordinator of International Development Cooperation Fora in the Mexican Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AMEXCID) described some of Mexico’s extensive cooperation efforts in Latin America and the Caribbean. She emphasized that the focus is always on the potential to benefit people and improve their well-being and to bring about sustainable, inclusive, resilient development in line with the 2030 Agenda. 

PERU gave some examples of technical cooperation it has offered in the region, including an exchange with Saint Lucia of gastronomy experts and plans to offer technical support to 14 Caribbean countries in natural disaster management. José Antonio González Norris, Executive Director of the Peruvian International Cooperation Agency (APCI), stressed the importance of engaging in multilateral dialogue not only to share accomplishments but to learn from experiences that have been less than successful. Peru has an online catalog of dozens of technical cooperation programs it offers in eight thematic areas, and it plans to expand these efforts.

The DOMINICAN REPUBLIC focused on the progress it has made in its economic recovery, with strong GDP growth in 2021 and a tourism industry that has been booming, thanks in part to its 100% vaccination rate for workers in that sector. José Luis Morillo, Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, noted that the government acted quickly, in partnership with the private sector, to get the tourism industry back on its feet, and October 2021 marked the country’s most successful month ever for tourism. He offered to share the lessons learned with other countries in the region.

In 2020, despite the pandemic, COLOMBIA implemented more than 100 cooperation projects with partner countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean, according to remarks prepared by Catalina Quintero, Director of International Cooperation Offer in the Presidential Agency for International Cooperation (APC). Colombia has focused on documenting best practices that can be replicated and that have the potential for high impact. Areas identified for cooperation include security issues, such as combatting organized crime, as well as natural disaster risk management. Colombia is also working with several countries in the Caribbean to provide technical, cultural, educational, and sports cooperation activities.

GUATEMALA considers south-south and triangular cooperation an important part of its relations with the world and implements cooperation programs through the Secretariat of Planning and Programming of the Presidency (SEGEPLAN). Franco Martínez Mont, Under-Secretary for Development Cooperation and Partnerships in SEGEPLAN, gave an overview of the catalog of best practices that the country can share in three broad areas: social development (20 practices), economic development (6), and environmental development (9). These programs, which draw on the experiences of 20 government institutions, include areas as diverse as agricultural innovation and sustainable tourism. 
COSTA RICA mentioned some examples from its interactive catalog of international cooperation in such areas as protection and conservation of rainforests, including management of forest fires; production of clean electricity; and strengthening of electoral systems. Saskia Rodríguez Steichen, Director of Cooperation in the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Policy explained that for each subject, viewers can see what types of assistance may be available—for example, workshops, seminars, training, or consultancies—as well as other types of information, such as potential impacts and the links between these areas and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

HONDURAS also drew attention to its catalog of best practices, which lays out opportunities for cooperation in five broad areas: economic and social development, health, education, migration, and agricultural and agro-industrial development. Karen Alejandra Najarro Bonilla, Under-Secretary of State for International Cooperation and Promotion, stressed the importance of solidarity and cooperation at a time when the pandemic has exacerbated inequality—for example, due to the digital divide between urban and rural areas—and created new challenges related to MSMEs, education, and youth employment.  

ARGENTINA expressed its commitment to contribute to the OAS cooperation fund and to increase support for scholarships. In his remarks, Juan Ignacio Roccatagliata, Responsible for Multilateral Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship’ General Directorate of International Cooperation emphasized the importance of science and technology programs, as well as efforts related to MSMEs, the environment, the region’s hard-hit tourism industry, and the so-called orange economy based on culture and creativity. In terms of health, he raised the issue of equal access to vaccines. Argentina has received donations from the United States and Canada and has also donated vaccines to several countries in the Caribbean.   

For GUYANA, potential areas of focus as the country looks to recover include disaster risk management, support for MSMEs, financing for development, and capacity building, including through scholarships. Forbes July, Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Department of International Cooperation noted that the pandemic has compounded structural problems in the region such as high inequality, limited fiscal capacity, and low growth. He stressed that development financing must consider not only income but factors such as vulnerability to climate change, so that countries can respond to crises without bringing their development efforts to a halt. 

BELIZE noted that several initiatives listed on CooperaNet align with its national priorities for post-pandemic recovery, including efforts focused on the knowledge, virtual, and digital economy; economic recovery and MSMEs; education in the digital era; workplace reskilling; and climate action and resilience. Amalia Mai, Vice Minister and Chief Executive Officer in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Immigration, stressed the need to ensure that such initiatives have sufficient financing and can be scaled up. She said Belize is especially interested in learning from member states that have had success in overcoming vaccine hesitancy, which has proved to be a hurdle in her country. 

The UNITED STATES announced a new donation to one of the many development projects it supports through the OAS/SEDI. Christina Bruff, Cooperation and Development Counselor and Acting Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S. Permanent Mission to the OAS, announced that the United States will commit an additional $500,000 to a new initiative called Economically Empowered Women for Equitable and Resilient Societies, bringing the total U.S. funding for this project to $1 million. The project supports women’s participation in the digital economy and aims to establish innovation hubs in the OECS countries in the Caribbean and the Northern Triangle of Central America as a way to contribute to the region’s economic recovery.

JAMAICA outlined some of the steps it had taken to respond to the pandemic and provide additional support for vulnerable groups. For example, it implemented the CARE program—the acronym stands for COVID-19 Allocation of Resources for Employees—to ameliorate the economic fallout on individuals and businesses. Delores Wade, Director of Multilateral Cooperation of the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) explained that the program included a Buy Back component to help farmers sell their products. She stressed that Jamaica has received critical support from international organizations, as well as the private sector, and said she looks forward to further exchanges through CooperaNet. 

PANAMA described a knowledge transfer program it has been implementing through the Regional Logistics Center for Humanitarian Assistance, which is based in Panama. Through technical meetings, webinars, and other activities, the program has covered topics related to assistance, logistics, and risk management in the COVID-19 era, benefiting hundreds of participants in the Mesoamerican region, according to Margelia Palacios, Interim Director of International Cooperation of Panama’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She also referred to Panama’s catalog of cooperation initiatives and priorities related to gender equality, women’s empowerment, and energy and climate goals.

HAITI drew attention to its dire need for funding and technical cooperation for development, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated structural vulnerabilities in the country. Priorities include combatting poverty and strengthening the health and energy sectors, according to Wilfrid Trenard, Director General of the Ministry of External Cooperation Planning. He said that south-south cooperation will be essential to Haiti’s recovery from the pandemic, adding that countries will never win the battle if they don’t fight together in solidarity. Haiti will also need to mobilize funding from the private sector, he noted.

PARAGUAY has established cooperation relationships with many countries in the region and is interested in forging ties with others, including in the Caribbean. Cynthia Filártiga Lacroix, Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that areas in which Paraguay offers south-south cooperation include human rights and the 2030 Agenda, renewable energy, economic inclusion and social development, rural tourism, and the agriculture and livestock sectors. She stressed that international cooperation is essential for a developing country like Paraguay and pointed to its rich history in this regard within Mercosur.    

ECUADOR offers cooperation initiatives through more than a dozen institutions across government. Its catalog of best practices includes 64 successful experiences which are aligned with 16 of the 17 SDGs, according to Iván Palacios, Director of Bi-Multilateral and South-South International Cooperationof the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility. In addition, under a debt swap program with Italy, implemented in 2019, Ecuador was able to set up a fund for south-south and triangular cooperation. The fund has enabled it to support projects in areas such as conservation of ecosystems, integrated waste management, institutional strengthening, and tourism. 

BRAZIL announced that it plans to provide $200,000 in additional funding through the Brazilian Cooperation Fund, which provides for targeted training and technical assistance. On behalf of Ruy Carlos Pereira, Director of the Brazilian Cooperation Agency (ABC), the delegation of Brazil indicated that the new funding will primarily respond to post-pandemic recovery needs in the Caribbean region. He noted that Brazil has also provided support to the Regional Logistics Center for Humanitarian Assistance, located in Panama, and is always opened to considering requests from other countries to support cooperation-for-development initiatives.

EL SALVADOR described several of its efforts to meet people’s immediate needs in response to the pandemic, as well as other initiatives to create jobs, promote a digital agenda, and strengthen the agricultural sector. The Presidential Agency for International Cooperation (ESCO), created in 2020, now offers 136 cooperation projects related to innovation, energy, health, education, and other sectors, according to General Director Karla de Palma. She highlighted programs to promote women’s entrepreneurship, provide grants to MSMEs, and create Development Centers for Micro and Small Enterprises.

D. Third Plenary Session

This session looked at the potential for strengthening ties on cooperation efforts between the OAS and regional or subregional institutions with similar mandates. Representatives of four institutions discussed the importance of furthering multilateral dialogue, sharing best practices, and establishing coordination mechanisms to support and complement each other’s efforts.

Participants first heard from Olaya Dotel, Deputy Minister for International Cooperation for the Dominican Republic, who talked about the possibilities for closer coordination between the IACD and the Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB). As host of the next Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government, the Dominican Republic currently serves as Pro Tempore Secretariat of its Summit process. The Ibero-American Conference is made of the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking countries of Latin America, plus Spain, Portugal, and Andorra.

Participants also heard from Esteban Penrod Padilla, Director of International Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, who chairs the Board of Directors of the Committee on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean of the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). He talked about some of the key issues being discussed within the committee he chairs, including the importance of cooperation financing and the criteria beyond GDP that should be considered when measuring development.

 As outgoing Chair of the Ibero-American Program for Strengthening South-South Cooperation— Argentina was preparing to hand the chairmanship over to Chile—Juan Ignacio Roccatagliata stressed the value of working more closely with the OAS and other institutions involved in cooperation for development in the Americas.

Finally, participants heard from Jorge Ricardo Torres Rueda, Coordinator of Multilateral Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia and Pro Tempore Chair of the Pacific Alliance. He talked about some of the cooperation activities supported by the four members of the Pacific Alliance—Colombia, Chile, Mexico, and Peru—and the need to reinforce integration as the region recovers from the socioeconomic effects of the pandemic.

Meeting Chair Karla de Palma ended the session, and the first day of the meeting, by echoing the importance of finding new ways to coordinate and complement the efforts being carried out by these and other multilateral organizations to meet the region’s common goals.

E. Fourth Plenary Session

The second day of the Third Specialized Meeting of High-Level Authorities of Cooperation featured a wide range of partners—including permanent observer states to the OAS, other international organizations, philanthropic foundations, the private sector, academia, and others working in the development arena—who talked about concrete ways they could contribute to the work of the OAS/SEDI in the region’s recovery process.

The session began with a presentation by Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir, Director of the Development Centre of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), who summarized some of the challenges that Latin American and Caribbean countries face as they seek to bounce back from a multifaceted crisis.

Drawing from the report Latin American Economic Outlook 2021, which her organization had launched the day before, Ms. Árnadóttir stressed the need for governments to take several key actions: improve public finance to support productive investment and social spending; develop stronger social protection systems; design a regional productive strategy to increase competitiveness; and build consensus in society on the reforms needed for recovery. However, she said, national solutions are not enough. She called for more, and better, international cooperation and effective, mission-driven partnerships to make better use of all resources and achieve measurable results.

The rest of the session put the spotlight on some of the partners that enable the OAS/SEDI to carry out its work. Moderator Christina Bruff of the U.S. Mission to the OAS, who serves as Vice Chair of the IACD Management Board, explained that the innovative format recognized that securing integral hemispheric development requires collective responsibility and collaboration. Below is a brief summary of the presentations, in the order in which they were delivered.

1. Representatives from Permanent Observer States to the OAS

FRANCE: Slim Dali of the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) underscored the agency’s role as one of the largest donors in the region and a major source of climate finance. Between 2018 and 2020, its climate commitments in Latin America averaged close to 1 billion euros per year and included support for a multi-country project to promote deep decarbonization.

ITALY: Pointing to Italy’s long relationship with the OAS, Roberto Colaminè, Deputy Director-General for Development Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation stressed that multilateralism will be key to countries’ efforts to get back on track with the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. He noted that in 2021, with Italy in the Presidency of the G20, that forum held its first-ever meeting of G20 development ministers. 

SWEDEN: In response to the region’s pressing needs, Sweden has adopted a strategy to provide more support. Speaking on behalf of the Swedish Agency for Development Cooperation (SIDA), Karin Metell Cueva, Counsellor at the Embassy of Sweden in Bogota and Head of Regional Development Cooperation in Latin America, said these new efforts will cover three broad areas: human rights, democracy, rule of law, and gender equality; environment, climate, and sustainable use of resources; and migration and development.

SPAIN: Laura Oroz Ulibarri, Director of Cooperation with Latin America and the Caribbean of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) noted the pandemic’s impact on multiple fronts and said that the AECID will focus on three key lines of action: strengthening health systems, supporting the green transition, and shoring up protections for the region’s most vulnerable populations. She said that since 2006, the AECID has contributed some 170 million euros to support cooperation projects through the OAS.

2. Representatives from Foundations

Presenters:

· Her Royal Highness the Infanta Doña Cristina, Director, International Area, “la Caixa” Foundation

· Teresa Burelli, International Partnerships Lead, BBVA Microfinance Foundation, Spain

· Olga Angélica Alarcón, Director, Fundación Telefónica Chile

· Alexandra Haas, Executive Director, Oxfam Mexico

The Spanish “la Caixa” Foundation said it hopes to work with the OAS to support innovation-driven business development and entrepreneurship, as well as gender equity in the labor market, in line with the foundation’s Work4Progress program being carried out in Peru, Mozambique, and India.

BBVA Microfinance Foundation said that it will explore the possibility of supporting OAS/SEDI initiatives to digitalize MSMEs in Panama and the Dominican Republic, as well as the Women’s Economic Empowerment Program.

Fundación Telefónica, a partner with “la Caixa” Foundation in the ProFuturo digital education program, plans to continue working with the OAS. It expressed interest in exploring further collaboration on teacher excellence through the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN).

Oxfam stressed the importance of addressing inequality in the region, noting that women and other disadvantaged groups have felt a disproportionate impact from the pandemic, and expressed interest in exploring synergies with the work of the OAS/SEDI.

3. Representatives from Other Regional and International Bodies

Presenters:

· Dr. Godfrey C. Xuereb, Head, Country and Subregional Cooperation Office, PAHO/WHO

· Alcides Andrade, Structuring Executive, Non-Sovereign and Private-Public Sector Manager, CABEI

· Allyson Francis, Services Specialist, CEDA

· Margos Regis da Silva, Executive Director, IAI

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), a sister organization to the OAS, reviewed some of its efforts in the region throughout the pandemic and talked about the need to accelerate vaccine access, expand capacity for vaccine manufacturing, and invest in resilient health systems. Moderator Christina Bruff noted that while the OAS does not work directly on health issues, there are opportunities to work with PAHO in related areas that affect the health system, including education and science and technology.

The Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) reported on its efforts to facilitate finance for MSMEs in Central America to help address their needs stemming not only from the pandemic but from adverse climate impacts, including the increasingly severe hurricane season.

The Caribbean Export Development Agency (CEDA), which serves Caribbean Forum countries, expressed interest in deepening its partnership with the OAS. Possible areas for collaboration include building resilience within the private sector, creating quality jobs, and boosting digitalization in the Caribbean.  

The Inter-American Institute for Global Change (IAI), a current partner of the OAS, is interested in expanding its collaboration by supporting initiatives related to youth education, disaster risk management and adaptation to climate change, and transboundary water management.  

4. Representatives from the Private Sector

Presenters:

· Pedro Less Andrade, Vice President of Public Policy for Latin America, Meta/Facebook

· Jeffrey Kratz, General Manager, Regional Head of Latin America, Canada, and Caribbean International Sales, Amazon Web Services

· Andres Serrano, Director General, Structuralia

· Carlos Domínguez Ródenas, Director, Formato Educativo

Meta/Facebook is continuing its partnership with the OAS by offering a regional program for education in augmented reality, geared toward emerging and professional content creators. This will be offered under the umbrella of the Youth Academy on Transformative Technologies for the Americas, formally launched in December 2021.

Amazon Web Services, which has supported the OAS in disaster risk reduction and response, will broaden its collaboration, focusing on cloud technology as a driver for digital transformation and economic growth and a tool to deliver citizen-centric services, promote democracy, transparency, human rights, security, and development. 

Structuralia—a school for specialized online learning in infrastructure, construction, energy, and engineering—has long partnered with the OAS through its scholarship program. It offered to provide support to the Youth Academy on Transformative Technologies, through its staff of experts and extensive catalog of courses.  

Formato Educativo, a Spanish business school, works in partnership with the OAS scholarship program and has provided some 1,300 scholarships since the beginning of the pandemic as a way to help spur economic recovery. It offered to facilitate master’s programs in the region tailored to countries’ development priorities. 

5. Representatives from Academia and the Social Sector  

Presenters:

· Shelli Brunswick, Chief Operating Officer, Space Foundation

· Ronda Železný-Green, Global Head, Training and E-Learning, Internet Society

· Jim Chung, Associate Vice President for Research, Innovation and Entrepreneurship, George Washington University

· Silvia Patricia Mora Castro, Director, Global Innovation HUBS, Monterrey Institute of Technology

· Diana Salazar, co-founder, Geek Girls LatAm

· Natacha De Paola, Professor of Biomedical Engineering, Director, Illinois Tech Digital Medical Engineering & Technology (IDMET) Research and Education Center, Illinois Institute of Technology

· Jorge Vanegas, Dean of the College of Architecture and Professor of Architecture and of Civil & Environmental Engineering, Texas A&M University 

The nonprofit, U.S.-based Space Foundation talked about several opportunities to partner with the OAS on space-based STEM training through the Youth Academy on Transformative Technologies, the Inter-American Teacher Education Network, the Women’s Economic Empowerment Program, and digital education initiatives.

Another nonprofit organization, the Internet Society, expressed interested in participating in and supporting four projects through the OAS/SEDI: two designed to support transformative technologies, one to set up innovation laboratories (Talento 4.0), and the fourth to increase educational opportunities for persons with disabilities.

The George Washington University, citing its experience in commercializing technologies, expressed interest in partnering on two OAS/SEDI initiatives: the HUB on Innovation, Entrepreneurship, Technology Transfer and Commercialization for the Americas; and the Centers of Excellence of Prospecta Americas on Transformative Technologies.

Technology transfer and science-based entrepreneurship are also areas of interest for the Monterrey Institute of Technology in Mexico, a private university that fosters opportunities for researchers and entrepreneurs in Latin America through its Global Innovation Hubs.
The nongovernmental organization Geek Girls LatAm is interested in collaborating with the OAS/SEDI to provide skills training for girls and women on digital competencies through the Women’s Economic Empowerment Program.
The Illinois Institute of Technology proposed partnering with the OAS/SEDI to provide training in advanced digital tools used to manage complexity in a range of STEM-related fields, from aviation to medical devices.

Texas A&M University, a longtime OAS partner, would like to increase its support for initiatives in the knowledge, virtual, and digital economy through the Pan American Institute for Engineering Innovation and Entrepreneurship, which is in the process of being reinvigorated and which receives logistical support from Texas A&M.

Representatives of several member states took the floor during the afternoon to express their appreciation for the content of the presentations and the generosity of the partners’ cooperation offers. Brazil affirmed the importance of working with the private sector, while Panama applauded the focus on the multiple dimensions of development and the involvement of multiple actors. El Salvador urged member states to join efforts to translate words into action in the form of concrete, effective projects that can bring about change.

 Ambassador W.J. Phillips-Spencer, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, affirmed his country’s commitment to the OAS pillar of integral development and said he looked forward to advancing new opportunities for cooperation with some of the organizations that made presentations. Haiti, Belize, and Jamaica also expressed their intention to build on the progress made at the meeting.

Before the Third Specialized Meeting of High-Level Authorities of Cooperation came to a close, the rapporteur provided a recap of the offers of cooperation and partnerships presented by the member states and other participants.

Meeting Chair Karla de Palma then talked about the next steps for the IACD Management Board. She reminded member states of the establishment of working groups on three issues: the CIDI ministerial process and the role of the region’s cooperation authorities; financing for development cooperation within the OAS/SEDI framework; and the IACD’s role in the international development cooperation landscape. She noted that member states still have the opportunity to join in the discussion of these issues and added that the IACD would be reaching out to them in the coming weeks to discuss the methodology moving forward.

In her closing remarks, OAS/SEDI Executive Secretary Kim Osborne expressed her gratitude to all the participants for stepping up to offer practical solutions that are responsive to the needs of member states. The concept of partnerships for development is more important than ever at this moment in the region, she said, noting that no country is too big or too small to give or receive cooperation.
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