PAGE  
- 8 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAAP-2953/08


17 March 2008

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND
Original: Spanish

BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
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The Permanent Mission of Mexico presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States–Secretariat for Administration and Finance–and, in connection with the annual automatic 3 percent adjustment proposal in the 2009 proposed program budget, aimed at covering cost of living and inflation adjustment items, wishes to request the following:
· Information regarding the resources allocated for compliance with the mandates of the member states of the Organization, in order of importance and effective date;

· Information regarding the redirecting of resources to address new needs and make the Organization more competitive;

· A report on the Secretariat’s expenditure, including outlays for personnel and performance contracts (CPRs), and their relation to the mandates and functions of the General Secretariat.

· A report on increases in cost-effectiveness achieved this year;

· Clarification of the increase to cover the cost of living and inflation adjustment. Although the proposed program-budget for 2009 presented by Secretariat for Administration and Finance provides for an increase of only 3 percent over that authorized for 2008, for the “personnel” item the increase exceeds 3.9 percent, while for the growth of “nonpersonnel” expenditure the increase is 1.0 percent;
· A breakdown of the item corresponding to “new indirect costs recovery policy.”

The Permanent Mission of Mexico avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat–Secretariat for Administration and Finance–renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 6, 2008

General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States

Secretariat for Administration and Finance

Washington, D.C.
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