- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CG-1760/09



12 February 2009


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: English

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON FULFILLMENT
OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2374 (XXXVIII-O/08),
“SUPPORT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN”

[image: image1.png]


[image: image3.emf][image: image4.png]



February 12, 2009

Excellency:

I have the honor to transmit to Your Excellency the document Report of the Secretary

General on the "Support for the Inter-American Commission of Women," pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2374 (XXXVIII-O/08), to be presented to the Thirty-ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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Dante Caputo
Secretary for Political Affairs
In Charge of the General Secretariat

His Excellency

Ambassador Osmar Chohfi

Permanent Representative of Brazil

to the Organization of American States Chair of the Permanent Council

Washington, D.C.
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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES





INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

No. 02-008/09

February 11, 2009

Secretary General:


Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2374 (XXXVIII-O/08), I am please to attach herewith the Report of the Secretary General on “Support for the Inter-American Commission of Women,” which was prepared by this Commission.


Please, accept the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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Carmen Lomellin


Executive Secretary

Mr. José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON FULFILLMENT
OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2374 (XXXVIII-O/08),
“SUPPORT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN”

BACKGROUND

In past twelve years, the OAS General Assembly has approved ten resolutions that reiterate the need to strengthen the financial situation of the CIM, through both budget allocations and specific contributions by the member states.
/  The CIM’s mandates continue to grow especially after 2000 and among the most important are:

1) To serve as the organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality-IAP [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)] and [AG/RES. 2425 (XXXVIII-O/08).

2) To act as Technical Secretariat of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI) [AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05)]; which includes the work done for both the Conference of the States Party and the Committee of Experts (CEVI).  This mandate was reiterated in 2008 in AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08) 

3) To organize the Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM) in coordination with the General Secretariat every four years [AG/RES. 1741 (XXX-O/00)] and [AG/RES. 2425 (XXXVIII-O/08].

4) To serve as the technical advisory body of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) for all aspects of gender equity and equality (Chapter 15, Plan of Action, Third Summit of the Americas).

5) To implement the mandates of the Inter-American Program to Promote and Protect the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families [(AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05)].

6) To support the activities of the Permanent Council working group established to celebrate the Inter-American Year of Women with participation from government officials, legislatures, international organizations, civil society and the private sector (AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07).

7) To carry out the biennial work plan approved by the 2006-2008 CIM Assembly of  Delegates, which includes implementation of 33 different activities or results connected with 11 areas: women's human rights; gender aspects of HIV/AIDS; trafficking in persons, especially women and children; gender equity and equality; women, peace and security; women and natural disasters; women and migrations; gender parity; empowerment and participation of women; strengthening national machineries for women; and establishing cooperation channels with other entities.

In 2007, Resolution AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” reiterated its instruction to the Secretary General to provide the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its role as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States (OAS), with adequate human and financial resources to strengthen its ability to carry out its growing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states; and urged him to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding. The resolution also invites member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs. It renews the mandate to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill the Commission’s mandates. Finally, it requests the Secretary General to report on the implementation of this resolution, through the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.

In 2008, the above mandate was reiterated in AG/RES. 2374 (XXXVIII-O/08) which again asked that the Secretary General provide the Inter-American Commission of Women with the human and financial resources necessary to fulfill its mandates and also requested that the Secretary General include CIM projects and programs in the priorities presented to external donors.  


Listed below are the measures taken in fulfillment of this mandate by the General Secretariat, as well as information on the contributions of human and financial resources made by the member states and permanent observers to CIM’s projects and programs.  

General Secretariat


As part of its 80th anniversary celebration, the CIM, in partnership with the Museum of Latin American Art (AMA), launched a very visible, very successful, hemispheric-wide photography contest for 11 to 14 year old girls.  Entitled “When I grow up…..”, the contest sought to expand the visibility of the CIM in the OAS Member States. The Photography competition was officially launched by the CIM President in May 2008 with the goal of capturing the vision of young girls regarding their future, their dreams, their personal and professional ambitions and what they imagined their world to be in the future.   

The response was enthusiastic and entries were received from 290 participants from the following 22 Member States: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, The Bahamas, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, México, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Uruguay.  

Regular Fund Budget of the CIM for 2008
Despite improvements in the CIM’s financial and human resources in 2007, the 2008 budget remained unchanged.  However, in this reporting period, an additional US$32,304 was allocated for the Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM III), which was held in Santiago, Chile on November 13, 2008. 

Assignment of Posts for 2008


No new posts were assigned to CIM in 2008.  
CONTRIBUTIONS BY MEMBER STATES

Government of Venezuela - During 2008, the government of Venezuela contributed US$76,500 to support and host the Second Conference of States Parties of the Follow-Up Mechanism to the Convention of Belem do Para (MESECVI).  This meeting was held in Caracas, Venezuela, July 9-10, 2008. 

Government of Chile – During this same period, the government of Chile hosted the 34th Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women in Santiago, Chile, November 10-12, 2008 with a contribution of $67,200.  

Government of Trinidad and Tobago – A contribution of $15,000 was made to the Specific Fund for the Follow-Up Mechanism to the Convention of Belem do Para for an event to be held in the Caribbean.  

Government of Canada - In 2008, through the OAS/CIDA Cooperation Plan, $400,000 was approved for mainstreaming gender into OAS programs and policies and for the strengthening of women’s human rights and the promotion of gender equality.  These projects will be executed in 2009-2011.

CONTRIBUTIONS BY PERMANENT OBSERVERS

The Government of France – The Government of France contributed US$23,000 for the Project “Strengthening Capabilities to Integrate Services for HIV and Violence in the Caribbean – a Pilot Project”.  

The Government of Korea – The Government of Korea contributed US$24,000 for the Project “Strengthening Capabilities to Integrate Services for HIV and Violence in the Caribbean – a Pilot Project”.  

Government of the Netherlands – The Netherlands contributed US$ 84,300 for the third year of the Project on Participation and Gender Equity in Municipal Public Finances in Nicaragua.

Government of Spain – The Government of Spain contributed US$126,400 for the Project on “HIV/AIDS and Violence in Central America” 

Detailed information on the programs and projects mentioned in this document is provided in the “ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,” which will be presented to the Thirty-Ninth Regular Session the OAS General Assembly.

RECOMMENDATIONS


Due to the financial situation of the OAS, it was not possible to increase the number of posts, especially the two new posts at the professional level requested to improve the functioning of the MESECVI.  It is strongly recommended that consideration be given to adding these two new posts and that funding be allocated from the regular fund to ensure the Mechanism’s viability. In addition, it is recommended that the member states consider increasing the CIM’s regular budget as well as making voluntary contributions of financial or human resources to support its projects and activities.
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�.	AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97) and AG/RES. 1586 (XXVIII-O/98), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Reports of the Organs, Agencies, and Entities of the Organization,” AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”, AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), “Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” AG/RES 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” the resolutions AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2099 (XXXV-O/05),  AG/RES. 2161 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07) are entitled “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women.”
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