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FEDERACION DE CAMARAS Y ASOCIACIONES DE COMERCIO 
Y PRODUCCION DE VENEZUELA (FEDECAMARAS) 
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization (CSO) Federación de Cámaras y Asociaciones de Comercio y Producción de Venezuela [Federation of Chambers and Associations of Commerce and Industry of Venezuela] (FEDECAMARAS).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Federación de Cámaras y Asociaciones de Comercio y Producción de Venezuela (FEDECAMARAS) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
FEDECAMARAS is non-profit organization founded on August 21, 1944, in Venezuela.  It is composed of private professional economic entities (chambers and associations), whose members are businessmen, other individuals, or corporations representing, jointly or severally, economic activities or interests.  It carries out its work through 16 technical committees composed of advisors on different areas, such as, inter alia, the environment, legislative matters, oil, finance, and labor.

FEDECAMARAS works to defend private enterprise and initiative, promote economic growth and soundness in the economy, and provide human resource training.  Additionally, FEDECAMARAS is the only organization in Venezuela recognized by the International Organisation of Employers (OIE).

FEDECAMARAS finances its activities through contributions from different sources, among them, the Organization for Institutional Development (ACIDE), membership fees, leasing of office space, events, and the sale of FEDECAMARAS Magazine. 


FEDECAMARAS submitted its application to the OAS on May 9, 2007.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
Federación de Cámaras y Asociaciones de Comercio y Producción 
de Venezuela (FEDECAMARAS)
Address:
Urbanización El Bosque – Avenida El Empalme – Edificio “FEDECAMARAS” 

Apartado de Correos 2568, Caracas, Venezuela

Telephone: 
+58 (212) 731 1711; +58 (212) 731 1713; +58 (212) 731 1845

Fax:
+58 (212) 730 2097

Website:
www.fedecamaras.org.ve

E-mail address: 
uae1@fedecamaras.org.ve

President:
José Luis Betancourt Ramírez

Legal representative:   
José Luis Betancourt Ramírez

Date of incorporation: 
August 21, 1944

3. Primary area of activity of the CSO and its relationship to OAS activities


FEDECAMARAS works in different areas related to OAS activities, among them:
· Contributing to the defense of private enterprise and initiative through regional forums and dialogue;

· Implementing initiatives to promote corporate social responsibility practices in areas related to poverty eradication and social development; 

· Promoting economic growth and soundness in the economy through projects that contribute to the formulation of public policy to promote economic, social, and cultural development; 

· Proposing policies, strategies, and action plans to spur job creation. 
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


FEDECAMARAS can assist and contribute to OAS interests through the following activities:
· Holding events and meetings of private sector representatives and member states that aim at promoting agreements in public policy formulation; 
· Dissemination of proposals and recommendations on items on the hemispheric agenda related to social, political, economic, and cultural matters;
· Establishment of strategic partnerships between civil society and private enterprise in competitiveness and job creation-related areas;
· Participation in virtual consultations with government entities and civil society organizations to identify challenges and initiatives in different OAS areas;
· Conducting citizen participation forums among different private sector and state players to formulate recommendations on social development and poverty eradication-related matters.
5. Identification of OAS work areas 

FEDECAMARAS considers that it can contribute to OAS efforts in the following areas:

· Contributing to the work of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in promoting and disseminating partnership-for-development programs and activities that promote economic, social, and cultural development;
· Providing assistance in connection with the functions of strengthening human resources and building institutional capacities, especially of the smaller economies, of the Department of Trade and Tourism of the Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in order to contribute to economic growth, job creation, and poverty reduction;
· Collaborating with initiatives of Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in creating strategic networks for information exchange and information feedback between civil society organizations and the private sector.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated May 9, 2007

· Incorporation documents of August 21, 1944
· Articles of incorporation
· 2008 annual report
· Financial statements for years ending March 31, 2007 and March 31, 2008 (audited by Rafael J. González O., C.P.A.)
· Report on sources of financing and contributions 
· Report of the LXII annual meeting of FEDECAMARAS 2005 - 2007
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