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1. Introduction
The Permanent Council forwarded to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee for 2008 (classified as document CP/doc.4366/09, of January 28, 2009), for it to review and formulate such observations and recommendations as it deemed pertinent, so that the Permanent Council could fulfill the provisions of Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States.

At its meeting of Friday, March 27, 2008, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, received the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), Dr. Jaime Aparicio.  Also present were Dr. Jean-Michel Arrighi, Secretary for Legal Affairs, and Dr. Dante Negro, Director of the Department of International Law, the department serving as Technical Secretariat of the Committee. 

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs reviewed the form and content of said document CP/doc.4366/09, and decided to make the corresponding observations and recommendations.

2. Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
On that occasion, Dr. Jaime Aparicio presented the activities carried out by the Committee in 2008, emphasizing the below-mentioned ten areas of its work agenda:
1. Private international law
2. Access to public information
3. Access to justice
4. International Criminal Court
5. The struggle against discrimination and intolerance in the Americas
6. Considerations on an inter-American jurisdiction of justice
7. Relations with the Republic of Haiti
8. Implementation of international humanitarian law
9. Primer or manual on the rights of migrant workers and their families
10. Follow-up on the application of the Democratic Charter
The Chair of the Committee also thanked the Government of Colombia for its offer to host the successful 74th Regular Session of the Committee, held in Bogotá, Colombia, from March 12 to 20, 2009, on his own behalf and on that of all members of the Committee and the staff of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs that had participated in that meeting.
3. Observations and recommendations of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
Upon conclusion of the presentation of the report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee by its Chair, the delegations of Costa Rica, Ecuador, Panama, Uruguay, Colombia, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela, and Jamaica took the floor.

The delegation of Costa Rica expressed appreciation for the work done by the Committee with regard to cooperation with the International Criminal Court, access to public information, and follow up on the application of the Democratic Charter.  It also requested the Juridical Committee to begin a study on the situation of refugees in the Americas in light of the work being done by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs in this area.  

The delegation of Ecuador congratulated the Committee on the preparation of the “Primer or manual on the rights of migrant workers and their families,” a document disseminated and used in its country and abroad through its consulates.  It also emphasized the importance of the opinion of the CJI on the directive on return adopted by the European Parliament. 

The delegation of Panama emphasized the work and support of both the Department of International Law and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs in organizing the Course on International Law, conducted each year in Rio de Janeiro, in August. 

The delegation of Uruguay asked about ways in which the Inter-American Juridical Committee might take more active part in the agenda of the Organization.
For its part, the delegation of Colombia expressed satisfaction with the 74th Regular Session of the Committee, held in Bogotá.  It also referred to the contributions made by the Committee in the area of access to information, cooperation with the International Criminal Court, and migrant workers.  Regarding the latter, it considered that the “Primer or manual on the rights of migrant workers and their families” was an instrument that afforded greater awareness of citizen rights.  

The delegation of Chile considered highly apposite the explanation of the Chair of the Committee of access to information as a human right.  It expressed appreciation for the Committee’s initiative regarding the right to identity, cooperation with the International Criminal Court, and the situation of migrant workers.  Lastly, it invited the Committee to continue providing support for the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

The delegation of Brazil emphasized the importance of the subjects mentioned by the Chair of the Committee. It also recognized the contribution of the Course on International Law and announced that its government would continue to provide financial support for that activity.
The delegation of Mexico expressed appreciation for the contributions presented by the Chair and, especially, the statement by the Committee regarding the directive of the European Union, the scope of the right to identity, the preparation of the Primer or manual on the rights of migrant workers and their families, and progress made with regard to CIDIP-VII.  It also urged the states to forward a list of priority matters to contribute to the efforts of the Committee to prepare model legislation for the implementation of obligations in the area of international humanitarian law (requested in resolution AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08).  Lastly, its expressed appreciation for the organization of the Course on International Law, in Rio de Janeiro.  

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela thanked the Chair of the CJI for the presentation of the report, and requested support from the Committee for the preparation of legal instruments such as the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well as in connection with strengthening the inter-American human rights system.

The delegation of Jamaica emphasized the wide array of subjects addressed by the Committee and the length of the report. 

Upon conclusion of the presentations and comments by delegations, the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, Dr. Aparicio, again took the floor to answer questions.  On that occasion, he explained that the Committee had created a working group to follow up on the issue of discrimination and intolerance.  As regards the support provided for the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, mentioned by the delegation of Venezuela, he reported that in 1999, the Committee had forwarded a legal opinion in implementation of a General Assembly mandate (document RECIDIN/INF.1/99, of January 29, 1999).  He also endorsed the comments of the delegation of Chile regarding the work of the Committee in the development of international law.
Dr. Aparicio thanked the delegations for their observations regarding the matters assigned to the Committee, such as its treatment of the right to identity, CIDIP, the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, and conducting a study on refugee law.  He also acknowledged the interest and confidence expressed by delegations in entrusting new tasks to the Juridical Committee.  In that context, he explained that the Committee might take greater part through advisory opinions that might be requested by the General Assembly, or arise at the initiative of the Committee itself.
At the meeting’s close, the Committee thanked the Chair of the Inter-American Juridical Committee for his presence and his presentation of the report, and decided to take note of the observations and recommendations made by the representatives, to forward them to the CJI, and to present them to the Permanent Council for its consideration for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, together with the respective draft resolution to be considered on this subject.
4. Conclusions
The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, at its meeting held on March 27, 2009, decided to take note of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on its activities carried out in 2008, and to present to the Permanent Council the report, which contains the observations and recommendations on the review of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the General Assembly.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP22228E06�








