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HEMISPHERIC GLOSSARY RELATED
TO TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
Abduction

The act of leading someone away by way of force or fraudulent persuasion.

Adoption

The statutory process of terminating a child’s legal rights and duties towards the natural parents and substituting similar rights and duties toward adoptive parents.

Affidavit of Support

A certified legal document, normally signed by a sponsor, guaranteeing full cost of maintenance to a migrant to enable entry to be granted into the country, frequently required for elderly migrants and those who are ill and unable to fend for themselves.

Alien

A person who is not a national of a given State. 
 

Armed Conflict
Whenever there is a resort to armed force between States or protracted armed violence between governmental authorities and organized armed groups or between such groups within a State.

Asylum Seekers 


Persons seeking to be admitted into a country as refugees and awaiting decision on their application for refugee status under relevant international and national instruments. In case of a negative decision, they must leave the country and may be expelled, as may any alien in an irregular situation, unless permission to stay is provided on humanitarian or other related grounds.
 (See also Refugee)
Bonded Labor  
(See Debt Bondage)
Border

Line separating the land territory or maritime zones of one State from another.
 

Brothel

A place in which one or more people are practicing as prostitutes.
 (See also Prostitution)
Child
With respect to trafficking in persons, a child is any person under eighteen years of age.
 A child cannot give valid consent to intended exploitation so the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation is always considered “trafficking in persons”.
 (See also Minor, Trafficking in Persons, Sale of Children, Child Pornography, Child Labor)
Child Labor  
An economic activity or work that falls into one of the following two categories:

(a) The employment of children that have not reached the minimum age requirement for the type of labor concerned (according to national legislation in accordance with international law) and which, consequently, is likely to interfere with a child’s education or full development.

(b) The employment of all children in the “Worst Forms of Child Labor”.
 (See also Worst Forms of Child Labor, Child)
Child Pornography 

Any representation, by whatever means, of a child engaged in real or simulated explicit sexual activities or any representation of the sexual parts of a child for primarily sexual purposes.

Child Prostitution 

The use of a child in sexual activities for remuneration or any other form of consideration.

Child Soldier  

Any person under the age of eighteen who is conscripted or enlisted into national armed forces or armed groups, or who is used to participate actively in hostilities.

Citizen 

(See National)

Citizenship 

(See Nationality)
Coercion  

Compulsion by physical force or threat of physical force.
 
Corruption

Includes the following acts:

a. The solicitation or acceptance, directly or indirectly, by a government official or a person who performs public functions, of any article or monetary value, or other benefit, such as a gift, favor, promise or advantage for himself or for another person or entity, in exchange for any act or omission in the performance of his public functions;

b. The offering or granting, directly or indirectly, to a government official or a person who performs public functions, of any article of monetary value, or other benefit, such as gift, favor, promise or advantage for himself or for another person or entity, in exchange for any act or omission in the performance of his public functions;
c. Any act or omission in the discharge of his duties by a government official or a person who performs public functions for the purpose of illicitly obtaining benefits for himself or for a third party;

d. The fraudulent use or concealment of property derived from any of [the above acts]; and 

e. Participation as a principal, co-principal, instigator, accomplice or accessory after the fact, or in any other manner, in the commission or attempted commission of, or in any collaboration or conspiracy to commit, any of [the above acts].
 

Crimes Against Humanity

Certain serious crimes (including, among others, enslavement; torture; rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, enforced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity; enforced disappearance of persons) when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack.

Debt Bondage 

The status or condition arising from a pledge by a debtor of his [or her] personal service or of those of a person under his [or her] control as a security for debt, if the value of those services as reasonably assessed is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt, or the length and nature of those services are not respectively limited and defined.

Deception  

With respect to trafficking in persons, misinformation about where a person will be taken and what will happen when he or she arrives.

Deportation 
The act of a State in the exercise of its sovereignty in removing an alien from its territory to a certain place after refusal of admission or termination of permission to remain.
 (See also Forcible Transfer of Population)
Detention 

Restriction on the freedom of movement of an individual by government authorities. There are two types of detention: (1) criminal detention, having as a purpose punishment for the committed crime; and (2) administrative detention, guaranteeing that another administrative measure (such as deportation or expulsion) can be implemented.
 (See also Deportation, Expulsion)
Disappearance 
(See Forced Disappearance)

Discrimination Against Women 
Any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.
 

Displaced Person 
A person who flees his or her State or community due to fear or dangers other than those which would make him or her a refugee. A displaced person is often forced to flee because of internal conflict or natural or man-made disasters.

Enslavement 
(See Slavery)

Exploitation 

Utilization of another person. With respect to trafficking in persons, it includes the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.

Expulsion

An act by an authority of the State with the intention and with the effect of securing the removal of a person or persons against their will from the territory of that State.

Forced Disappearance

The act of depriving a person or persons of his [or her] of their freedom, in whatever way, perpetrated by agents of the State or by persons or groups of persons acting with the authorization, support, or acquiescence of the State, followed by an absence of information or a refusal to acknowledge that deprivation of freedom or to give information on the whereabouts of that person, thereby impeding his or her recourse to the applicable legal remedies and procedural guarantees.

Forced Labor 

All work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself [or herself] voluntarily.

Forced Marriage

Marriage that is entered into without the free and full consent of the intended spouses.

Forced Pregnancy

With respect to war crimes and crimes against humanity, the unlawful confinement of a woman forcibly made pregnant, with the intent of affecting the ethnic composition of any population or carrying out other grave violations of international law.
 (See also Crimes Against Humanity)
Forced Prostitution

When a person is prostituted against his or her will, that is to say is compelled under duress or intimidation to engage in sexual acts in return for money or payment in kind, whether such payment is passed to others or received by the victim of forced prostitution him or herself. Some commentators suggest that entering prostitution to earn money because of acute financial need should also be interpreted as “forced” prostitution.

Forcible Transfer of Population

Forced displacement of the persons concerned by expulsion or other coercive acts from the area in which they are lawfully present, without grounds permitted under international law [as committed as part of a widespread and systematic attack against any civilian population].
 (See also Deportation, Displaced Person)

Fraud

A misrepresentation of the truth or concealment of a material fact in order to obtain some benefit.

Fraudulent Travel or Identity Document 

Any travel or identity document: (i) That has been falsely made or altered in some material way by anyone other than a person or agency lawfully authorized to make or issue the travel or identity document on behalf of a State; or (ii) That has been improperly issued or obtained through misrepresentation, corruption or duress or any other unlawful manner; or (iii) That is being used by a person other than the rightful holder.

Human Smuggling 
(See Smuggling of Migrants)
Human Trafficking 
(See Trafficking in Persons) 

Illegal Entry 

Crossing borders without complying with the necessary requirements for legal entry into the receiving State.

Illegal Migrant

(See Irregular Migrant)

Illegal Migration

(See Irregular Migration)
Immigration 

A process by which non-nationals move into a country for the purpose of settlement.

International Crimes

The most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole, including the crime of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and the crime of aggression.
 (See also Crimes Against Humanity)
International Traffic in Minors

The abduction, removal or retention, or attempted abduction, removal or retention, of a minor for unlawful purposes or by unlawful means.

“Unlawful purpose” includes, among others, prostitution, sexual exploitation, servitude or any other purpose unlawful in either the State of the minor’s habitual residence or the State Party where the minor is located.

“Unlawful means” includes, among others, kidnapping, fraudulent or coerced consent, the giving or receipt of unlawful payments or benefits to achieve the consent of the parents, persons or institution having care of the child, or any other means unlawful in either the State of the minor’s habitual residence or the State Party where the minor is located.
 (See also Minor) 

Irregular Migrant  
Someone who, owing to illegal entry or the expiry of his or her visa, lacks legal status in a transit or host country. The term applies to migrants who infringe a country’s admission rules and any other person not authorized to remain in the host country (also called clandestine/illegal/undocumented migrant or migrant in an irregular situation).

Irregular Migration 
Movement that takes place outside the regulatory norms of the sending, transit and receiving countries. There is no clear or universally accepted definition of irregular migration. From the perspective of destination countries, it is illegal entry, stay or work in a country, meaning that the migrant does not have the necessary authorization or documents required under immigration regulations to enter, reside or work in a given country. From the perspective of the sending country, the irregularity is for example seen in cases in which a person crosses an international boundary without a valid passport or travel document or does not fulfill the administrative requirements for leaving the country. There is, however, a tendency to restrict the use of the term “illegal migration” to cases of smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons.

Mail-Order Brides

The advertisement of women for marriage outside their own countries in a variety of media (newspapers, magazines, videos and the internet). Women advertised for marriage are vulnerable to becoming victims of slavery and trafficking in persons. Some marriages that involve a spouse moving from one country to another disguise either smuggling of migrants or trafficking in persons.

Migrant 
At the international level, no universally accepted definition of migrant exists. The term migrant is usually understood to cover all cases where the decision to migrate is taken freely by the individual concerned for reasons of “personal convenience” and without intervention of an external compelling factor. This term therefore applies to persons, and family members, moving to another country or region to better their material or social conditions and improve the prospect for themselves and their family.
 (See also Migrant Worker) 

Migrant worker

A person who is to be engaged in, is engaged or has been engaged in a remunerated activity in a State of which he or she is not a national.

Migrant Smuggling 
(See Smuggling of Migrants)
Migration 

A process of moving, either across an international border, or within a State. It is a population movement, encompassing any kind of movement of people, whatever its length, composition and causes; it includes migration of refugees, displaced persons, uprooted people, and economic migrants.

Minor 

Any human being below the age of 18.
 (See also International Traffic in Minors, Child)
Organized Crime

(See Organized Criminal Group)
Organized Criminal Group 

A structured group of three or more persons existing for a period of time and acting in concert with the aim of committing one or more serious crimes or offences in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit. (See also Transnational Offense)
“Serious Crime” means conduct constituting an offence punishable by a maximum deprivation of liberty of at least four years or a more serious penalty.
“Structured Group” means a group that is not randomly formed for the immediate commission of an offence and that does not need to have formally defined roles for its members, continuity of its membership or a developed structure.

Palermo Protocols 
The supplementary protocols to the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000), namely the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; the Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air; and the Protocol against the Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Illicit Firearms, Ammunition and Related Materials.

Persecution

The intentional and severe deprivation of fundamental rights contrary to international law by reason of the identity of the group or collectivity.

Person of Servile Status

A person in the condition or status resulting from (a) Debt bondage; (b) Serfdom; (c) Any institution or practice whereby: (i) a woman, without the right to refuse, is promised or given in marriage on payment of a consideration in money or in kind to her parents, guardian, family or any person or group; or (ii) the husband of a woman, his family, or his clan has the right to transfer her to another person for value received or otherwise; or (iii) a woman on the death of her husband is liable to be inherited by anther person; (d) Any institution or practice whereby a child or young person under the age of 18 years is delivered by either or both of his [or her] natural parents or by his [or her] guardian to another person, whether for reward or not, with a view to the exploitation of the child or young  person or of his [or her] labor.

Procurer

Someone who solicits customers for a prostitute or a brothel, usually in return for a share of the earnings (also called pimp/pander/ponce).
Prostitution
Any sexual act offered for reward or profit.
 (See also Forced Prostitution)
Rape

In international law, the crime of rape is constituted by: the sexual penetration, however slight: (a) of vagina or anus of the victim by the penis of the perpetrator or any other object used by the perpetrator; or (b) the mouth of the victim by the penis of the perpetrator where such sexual penetration occurs without consent of the victim. Consent for this purpose must be consent given voluntarily, as a result of the victim’s free will, assessed in the context of the surrounding circumstances.
 
Refugee
Any person who, owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his [or her] nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself [or herself] of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside of the country of his [or her] former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, unwilling to return to it.
 (See also Asylum seekers)
Regular Migration

Migration that occurs through recognized, legal channels.
 (See also Irregular Migration)
Sale of Children

Any act or transaction whereby a child is transferred by any person or group of persons to another for remuneration or any other consideration.
 

Serfdom

The condition or status of a tenant who is by law, custom or agreement bound to live and labor on land belonging to another person and to render some determinate service to such other person, whether for reward or not, and is not free to change his [or her] status.
 

Servile Status

(See Person of Servile Status)

Servitude 

The status or condition of dependency of a person who is unjustifiably compelled by another person to render any service and who reasonably believes that he or she had no reasonable alternative but to perform the service.

Sex Tourism

A phenomenon similar to trafficking whereby, instead of transporting the prostitute, the client is temporarily transported. It is the channel of package tours in which the services of a prostitute are included in the price for which the tourist pays for his [or her] ticket. Children are especially vulnerable as it promotes the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

Sex Trafficking 
(See Trafficking in Persons)
Sexual Exploitation

Of an adult, [forced] prostitution, sexual servitude or participation in the production of pornographic materials, for which the person does not offer himself or herself with free and informed consent; 
Of a child, prostitution, sexual servitude or use of a child in pornography.
 (See also Child)
Slavery 

The status or condition of a person over whom any or all the powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.
 (See also Trafficking in Persons)
Slave Trade

Includes all acts involved in the capture, acquisition or disposal of a person with intent to reduce him to slavery; all acts involved in the acquisition of a slave with a view to selling or exchanging him; all acts of disposal by sale or exchange of a slave acquired with a view to being sold or exchanged, and, in general, every act of trade or transport in slaves.
 
Smuggling of Migrants 

The procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a person into a State of which the person is not a national or a permanent resident.

Smuggling of Migrants differs from trafficking in persons on several levels. Firstly, the smuggled migrants have freely consented to the smuggling, whereas trafficking victims have either never consented, or if they initially consented, that consent has been rendered meaningless by the coercive, deceptive or abusive actions of the traffickers. Secondly, smuggling of migrants ends with the arrival of the migrants at their destination, whereas trafficking in persons involves ongoing exploitation of the victims in some manner to generate illicit profits for the traffickers. From a practical point of view, trafficking victims are generally more affected and in greater need of protection from re-victimization and other forms of further abuse. Finally, smuggling is always transnational, whereas trafficking may occur regardless of whether victims are taken to another country or only moved from one place to another within the same country.
 (See also Illegal Entry, Trafficking in Persons)
Stateless Person

A person who is not considered a national by any State under the operation of its law.

Torture

Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him [or her] or a third person information or a confession, punishing him [or her] for an act he [or she] or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him [or her] or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to lawful sanctions.

Traffic in Minors 
(See International Traffic in Minors, Trafficking in Persons)

Trafficking in Persons 

(a) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal organs; (See also Coercion, Abduction, Fraud, Deception, Forced Labor, Slavery, Servitude)
(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking of persons to the intended exploitation is irrelevant where any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation is considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a).
 (See also Child, International Traffic in Minors)

Trafficking Protocol

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000).

Transit 

A stopover of passage, of varying length, while traveling between two or more countries, either incidental to continuous transportation, or for the purposes of changing planes or joining an ongoing flight or other mode of transport.

Transnational Offence 

An offence is transnational if (a) it is committed in more than one State; (b) it is committed in one State but a substantial part of its preparation, planning, direction or control takes place in another State; (c) it is committed in one State but involves an organized criminal group that engages in criminal activities in more than one State; or (d) it is committed in one State but has substantial effects in another State.
 (See also Organized Criminal Group)
As opposed to the smuggling of migrants, trafficking in persons does not need to be transnational. It can occur regardless of whether victims are taken to another country or only moved from one place to another within the same country.

Undocumented Alien 

An alien who enters or stays in a country without the appropriate documentation. This includes, among others: one (a) who has no legal documentation to enter a country but manages to enter clandestinely, (b) who enters using fraudulent documentation, (c) who, after entering using legal documentation, has stayed beyond the time authorized or otherwise violated the terms of entry and remained without authorization.

White Slave Traffic
A term that was used in the past to refer to “the procuring of women and girls for immoral purposes abroad”. 
 This corresponds to what is currently termed “Trafficking in Persons”, in particular of women and children and for the purpose of prostitution. (See also Trafficking in Persons)
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Comprises (a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict;

(b) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or for pornographic performances; 

(c) the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties; 

(d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children.
 (See also Child)
�.	Organized jointly with the Eastern Republic of Uruguay.
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