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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR EFFORTS TO COMBAT COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN CENTRAL AMERICA
(Presented by the delegation of the United States of America)
Many children in Central America are victims of commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) and are used by unscrupulous adults who take advantage of vulnerabilities such as poverty, drug addiction, and domestic abuse.  

Since 2002, U.S. Department of Labor has funded a program through the International Labor Organization’s International Program for the Elimination of Child Labor (IPEC) to combat the commercial sexual exploitation of children and child trafficking in eight Central American countries.  

The project aims to:
· Improve horizontal cooperation across the eight countries participating in the project
· Strengthen the capacity of national institutions to combat CSEC and human trafficking
· Train local organizations and communities to fight CSEC and human trafficking
Some of the project’s accomplishments include:
· Development and adoption of laws by the governments of Guatemala, Panama, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Honduras, and El Salvador against CSEC and trafficking 
· Improved capacity of judicial and police institutions to prosecute and detect CSEC and human trafficking
· Development of codes of conduct in conjunction with national tourism associations against child trafficking and child sex tourism
· Creation of the First Regional Work Plan to Prevent and Eliminate Trafficking in Persons and the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (2008-2010) in cooperation with the Central American Parliament
For more information about USDOL programs:
The Office of Child Labor, Forced Labor and Human Trafficking (OCFT) at USDOL
http://www.dol.gov/ilab/programs/ocft/
Or contact:

Eileen Muirragui, 

Chief, Latin America and the Caribbean Division
Office of Child Labor, Forced Labor, and Human Trafficking
U.S. Department of Labor

Muirragui.eileen@dol.gov
For more information on IPEC initiatives, please visit
http://white.oit.org.pe/ipec/
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1.	Organized jointly with the Republic of Uruguay.





