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The Department of Human Development, Education and Culture (DHD) supports Member States in the design and development of policies and the execution of programs to promote Human Capacity Development and regional integration. The objective of the Human Development, Capacity Building, Scholarship and Training Programs of the Organization of American States (OAS) is to assist its Member States with their domestic efforts in pursuit of integral development by supporting human resource development. In that regard, the OAS seeks to partner with its member and observer states, corporations, educational and philanthropic institutions to create an Emergency Program for Haiti in order to assist in the capacity building of the nation and to support Haitian students whose studies were so suddenly disrupted by the devastating earthquake. 

	Beneficiary countries:
	The Government and People of Haiti

	Estimated duration:
	The Program would run for 3-5 years or more, depending on how quickly the university and educational system in Haiti is restored. 

	Proposed start date:
	DHDEC has already started the exploratory phase of the project by collaborating with potential partners

	Purpose of the project:


	The main objective of this Emergency Human Development, Capacity Building, Scholarship and Training Program will be to train people for the immediate reconstruction of Haiti. 

	Description:
	The overall goal of the Program is for Haitians to help develop their country upon completion of their studies. Those studying abroad would, thus, have to return home. 

Nature of Assistance:
Based on training needs assessments, offer scholarships and educational, financial, and technical support to pursue,  on site or online, :

· professional development training;

· vocational training;

· teacher training;

· academic studies (at the undergraduate and graduate university levels).

Scholarships will be offered to:

· whose studies were disrupted;

·  who have been accepted at universities and other educational institutions and were to start their programs in 2010 or 2011 to continue their programs of study (either in Haiti or abroad);

Studies in Haiti (to start within a year; priority to be given to students to study in Haiti). Funding would cover:

· costs for on site studies of students transferring from educational institutions in Port-au-Prince to those outside the capital; this approach would require human and financial resources to strengthen infrastructure of institutions outside the Capital;

· provision of infrastructure for several hundred/thousand  students to pursue on-line studies by creating learning centers for on-line studies; 

Study Abroad (to start studies in Sept. 2010). Funding would cover costs for studies:

· at OAS Consortium universities;

· other universities, educational institutions or training institutions in member and observer states.



	Relevance for the OAS
	The OAS, DHDEC is responding to the call for support to Haiti after the recent disaster, in the spirit of the Draft Declaration on “Support for the people and Government of Haiti in the aftermath of the massive earthquake of January 12” - CP/doc4463/10. Through this Emergency Program for Haiti, a valuable contribution will be made to human resource development in Haiti, an area that needs serious strengthening after the tremendous loss of human resources due to the earthquake. 

	Relevance for the donors and collaborating agencies
	· Offering support to Haiti in the aftermath of the devastating earthquake;

· Contributing in a direct way to human capacity development of Haitians

	Total estimated budget  (in US$) by source of financing: 
	Source
	Amount

	
	GS/OAS: The DHDEC contribution so far has been “in kind”: OAS branding, provision of DHDEC/OAS expertise in the advertisement of scholarship opportunities, recruitment, selection, announcement, administration upon request. DHDEC/OAS is requesting seed money from the Scholarship Capital Fund to seek donor funding
	US$500,000

	
	Other donors: universities, member and observer states, corporations, philanthropic and other organizations
So far several OAS Consortium Universities have indicated their willingness to support this initiative by offering tuition waivers or tuition reductions to Haitian students
	USD 5 million

	
	Total:
	USD 5.5. million

	Responsible OAS department 
	Department of Human Development, Education and Culture (DHDEC

	Counterpart Agencies:
	Educational Institutions within and outside the OAS Consortium of universities, OAS member and observer states, corporations, philanthropic and other organizations
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�. 	This Program was considered during the meeting held on February 26, 2010, where the Delegation of Costa Rica approved it.  Likewise, it was agreed that the delegations of Mexico and the United States, which at the moment were not in the capacity to approve the program, would inform the Secretariat on their decision before March 5, 2010.  The Secretariat was also requested to inform the Delegation of St. Kitts and Nevis on this Program for its consideration.  As of March 5, 2010 the Secretariat has received a positive response from all the aforementioned delegations. 





