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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACION SALDARRIAGA CONCHA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES 
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations, to provide member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization Fundación Saldarriaga Concha (Saldarriaga Concha Foundation) of Colombia.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Fundación Saldarriaga Concha in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1. 
Background

Fundación Saldarriaga Concha is a nonprofit organization founded on February 8, 1973 in Bogota, Colombia, to bring about structural, sustainable, and high-impact change to improve living conditions and social inclusion for people with disability and the elderly. In doing its work, Fundación Saldarriaga Concha established partnerships with public and private, national and international organizations, seeking to share knowledge and experiences and increase the coverage and impact of its initiatives. 


The mission of Fundación Saldarriaga Concha is to provide technical and economic cooperation to the institutions that serve the disabled population and the elderly. It has more than 175 member organizations and its programs directly or indirectly support over 370,000 people in Colombia. The Foundation collaborates with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 


Fundación Saldarriaga Concha accomplishes this mission through the execution of seven programs: 1) Organizational strengthening; 2) Network strengthening; 3) Inclusion of persons with disabilities in education; 4) Inclusion of persons with disabilities in the workforce and productive sector; 5) The elderly; 6) Inclusive human development; and 7) Support for public policy. 


Fundación Saldarriaga Concha finances its activities from its own resources derived from yields on trust funds left by its founders, and from donations from its members. 


The Foundation submitted its application to the OAS on December 19, 2008.

2. 

Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:




Fundación Saldarriaga Concha

Address:



Calle 11 No 94-02 oficina 502






Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:



57-1-622-6282

Fax:




57-1-622-6308

E-Mail Address:




direccion@saldarriagaconcha.org

Website:




www.saldarriagaconcha.org 

Executive Director:


Soraya Montoya González

Date of Establishment: 


February 8, 1973

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The activities of Fundación Saldarriaga Concha are related to the activities of the OAS in:

· Promoting access for and retention of students with disabilities in the educational system; 

· Promoting strategies for job-creation and strengthening the management capacity of organizations serving persons with disabilities, their families, and the elderly; 

· Developing programs to increase the quality of services and attention to the basic needs of the elderly; and 

· Implementing strategies to bring about processes for inclusion and participation by persons with disabilities in society. 

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Fundación Saldarriaga Concha believes its main contributions of interest to the OAS are:

· Promotion of inclusion in society, education, and employment for persons with disability or the elderly, through sustainable, high-impact programs and strategies;

· Support for projects that promote the relevance to the regular system of children with disabilities, through activities that directly promote educational adaption or develop initiatives to improve the quality of teacher educators; and

· Advisory services for persons with disability, on issues of human rights, citizenship duties, and academic projects with support from universities and civil society organizations.

5.
Identification of OAS work areas
Fundación Saldarriaga Concha is proposing to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Support for the work of the Department of International Law, of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, by disseminating information and following up on the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and implementing the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016); and
· Assisting OAS efforts in human rights defense and promotion in implementing social and cultural development programs, in collaboration with the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture, of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated December 19, 2008

· Statutes,  February 8, 1973

· Chamber of Commerce of Bogotá Certificates of Existence and Legal Representation  

· Mission statement

· Annual Report 2008

· Financial Statements 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 (audited by PriceWaterhouse Cooper)
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