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SCHEDULE

COURSE ON INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE LAW (II)

AG/RES. 2511 (XXXIX-O/09)
February 17, 2010

Padilha Vidal Room

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Resolution AG/RES. 2511 (XXXIX-O/09), “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas,” instructs the Permanent Council to organize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and the technical and financial collaboration of the UNHCR, an annual course on international refugee law for staff of the permanent missions of member states to the Organization of American States (OAS), General Secretariat personnel, and other interested persons
8:00 a.m. – 9: 00 a.m.
Registration

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Opening
Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS and Chair of the CAJP

Dr. Michel Gabaudan, UNHCR Representative in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Diego Moreno, Department of International Law of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs

10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
1.
Introduction

a. The right of asylum and protection of refugees in the Americas

Presenter: Juan Carlos Murillo, Head of the Regional Legal Unit, UNHCR, Costa Rica

b. The root causes of forced displacement in relation to refugees in the Americas.  Prevention measures

Presenter: Juan Carlos Murillo, Head of the Regional Legal Unit, UNHCR, Costa Rica

10:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

Question-and-answer session

11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

2.
Definition of refugee

a. Interpreting the definition of “refugee” in today’s challenging world (domestic violence, trafficking in persons, the gang phenomenon, etc.)

Presenter: Federico Martínez, Regional Legal Advisor, UNHCR

b. Cancelation and revocation of refugee status. Abuse of refugee status
Presenter: Federico Martínez, Regional Legal Advisor, UNHCR

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Question-and-answer session

2:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

2.
Definition of refugee (cont.)
c. The expanded definition of refugees and the mixed system for recognition of refugee status in the implementation of Ecuadorian state policy on asylum – Expanded registration and regular procedure

Presenter: Ambassador Francisco Proaño, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS
3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Question-and-answer session

3:45 p.m. –
 4:30 p.m.

3.
Some current problems

Legitimate security considerations of states and international 
protection of refugees

Presenter: Renato Zerbini Ribeiro Leão, Executive Secretary of CONARE, Brazil
4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Question-and-answer session

5:00 p.m.
Closing
-
Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of 
Guatemala to the OAS and Chair of the CAJP

-
Representative of the UNHCR

-
Dr. Jean-Michel Arrighi, OAS Secretary for Legal Affairs

-
Dr. Diego Moreno, Department of International Law of the OAS 
Secretariat for Legal Affairs
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