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Summary of the meeting of February 4, 2010
The following delegations took part in the meeting:  Argentina, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Adoption of the agenda
The draft agenda contained in document CP/CSH-1052/08 rev. 3 corr. 1 was adopted by the delegations.
2. Introduction by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
Mr. Denys Toscano Amores, Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), indicated that the meeting was being held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2443 (XXXIX-O/09), which requested the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08), a meeting to consider the draft agenda adopted at the CSH meeting of December 16, 2008.
He said that the Declaration on Security in the Americas (DSA) had set out a new approach to security challenges in the Hemisphere and had become the fundamental document expressing the views of OAS member states concerning security threats, challenges, and concerns in the region.
The role of the CSH was to provide an appropriate forum for the exchange of knowledge, mutual trust, and dialogue, in order to realize efforts to bring about a more secure Hemisphere.  Likewise, the CSH should promote those measures and revitalize organs, institutions, and feedback mechanisms.
3. Reaffirming the validity of the Declaration on Security in the Americas (DSA)
a. Statements by the states reiterating their commitment to the DSA and noting activities they have undertaken during the first five years of the DSA, to combat traditional threats and new threats to security

The delegation of Mexico underscored that the Special Conference on Security and the DSA were the starting point for the current concept of security in the Hemisphere and the guiding instrument for regional cooperation in the area. Further, international cooperation was a necessary condition for successfully addressing threats that were transnational in nature and scope. Finally, it drew attention to some of the measures taken by Mexico to implement the DSA.
The delegation of Chile noted some of the progress that country has made in fulfilling the mandates established in the Declaration on Security in the Americas and announced that in the near future it would provide the Secretariat with the first report on the matter (CP/CSH-1179/10).
The delegation of Colombia said that it had developed legislation that promoted cooperation among government entities. It also presented general statistics on social cohesion from a freedom perspective and on security and human rights, which included some elements of the DSA and were an example of the efforts made by Colombia in that regard. The delegation also said that it had submitted a Colombian report on implementation of the commitments undertaken in the DSA (CP/CSH-1178/10).
The delegation of Canada also reaffirmed its commitment to the DSA. It mentioned, among other points, its support for the peace process in Colombia, the VIII Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) in Banff, support for activities in the Caribbean, and support for the MISPA (Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas) process.  It thanked civil society for its participation in that meeting and said that it was submitting an updated version of its report (CP/CSH-1183/10).
The delegation of Brazil underscored the linkage between security and development issues. Likewise it emphasized the value of cooperation for development and the importance of social education and the fight against poverty. It said that the MISPA process had highlighted the importance of violence prevention and of civil society participation. It also drew attention to the Social Charter’s contribution to hemispheric security and emphasized the role of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) in mine clearing activities in the Hemisphere. Further, it emphasized that it was important for the IADB to serve as the institutional memory for the CDMA. As concerned new threats, it noted that the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere had been revised and drew attention to Brazil’s role in the framework of MINUSTAH. 

The delegation of Argentina instructed the OAS to continue reviewing implementation of the DSA. Likewise, it emphasized the importance of continuing to strengthen bilateral and multilateral relations and the need to increase cooperation in the area of humanitarian aid for natural disasters.  Lastly, it reiterated its commitment to peace and social justice, in a context of respect for human rights.

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela commented on the adoption, in Bridgetown, Barbados, in 2002, of the multidimensional approach to security. That had been reflected in the DSA, with due regard paid to the specific characteristics of each subregion and taking new challenges into account. It also reported on some achievements, such as the reduction of poverty and extreme poverty, strengthening of efforts against drug trafficking, and the adoption of a reform bill on the carriage of firearms.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic referred to the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, held in Santo Domingo in November 2009, and reiterated its commitment to the DSA.

The delegation of Peru indicated that it would be submitting its report on implementation of the DSA (CP/CSH-1180/10).

The delegation of Chile proposed that the General Secretariat be entrusted with reviewing the compiled reports and with identifying common parameters used in their presentation and suggested that the information be organized so that best practices could be shared.

The delegation of the United States referred to challenging situations in the region, such as the cases of Haiti, Colombia, and Central America, which underscored the importance of following up on the DSA. Likewise, it reaffirmed its support for those matters.
4. Consideration of the workings and institutional strengthening of OAS organs to address challenges in implementing the DSA
a. Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security:
i. Appraisal of the performance of the organs, institutions, and mechanisms of the inter-American system involved in various aspects of security in the Hemisphere as regards implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas
ii. Proposals to strengthen cooperation between the states and competent OAS organs to improve their response to threats to security

Mr. Abraham Stein, Assistant Secretary of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, presented an appraisal of the performance of the organs, institutions, and mechanisms of the inter-American system involved in various aspects of security in the Hemisphere as regards implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, contained in document CP/CSH-1177/10.

That report was compiled from the reports of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and its three departments–the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission against Terrorism (CICTE), and the Department of Public Security (DPS) (CP/CSH-1174/10)–and those received from the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) (CP/CSH-1168/10), the Summits Secretariat (CP/CSH-1173/10), the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) (CP/CSH-1166/10), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (CP/CSH-1167/10), the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) through its Secretariat and the Inter-American Defense College (IADC) (CP/CSH-1175/10), CARICOM (CP/CSH-1169/10), the Andean Community of Nations (CAN) (CP/CSH-1165/10), and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (CP/CSH-1170/10).
Comments by delegations

The delegation of Mexico expressed thanks to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and, in particular, to Mr. Abraham Stein for the presentation on the functioning and institutional strengthening of the OAS organs to address challenges in the implementation of the Declaration. In addition, it said that a periodic review should be conducted of the performance of the organs, institutions, and mechanisms of the inter-American system involved in various aspects of security in the Hemisphere as regards implementation of the Declaration. In that connection, Mexico made a “general assessment” of the DSA’s implementation by the Organization, and drew up proposals for reinforcing cooperation among states and the competent bodies of the OAS. Said document was submitted to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security as an input for that meeting and for its day-to-day work.

In addition, the delegation of Mexico made three concrete proposals, which are contained in the document drawn up by Mexico:
1.
To designate one of the areas of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to follow up on the commitments and to work in coordination with the Summits Secretariat regarding their implementation.
2.
To invite other areas of the Organization to evaluate, as well as to examine, the DSA commitments implemented to date, in order to continue enhancing OAS operations in the security area.
3.
Attention is drawn once again to the importance of having the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security propose to that Committee a methodology with guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on measures and actions pertaining to implementation of the Declaration.
The delegation of Canada expressed thanks to the Secretariat for that report.
The delegation of Chile joined in those thanks and drew attention to the report of the Andean Community, which had a format similar to the one just suggested. It insisted that the methodology to be presented by the Secretariat could use the CAN report as a model. In that regard, some 10 to 15 items could be indicated to guide the countries in their efforts to compile information.
Mr. Stein told the delegations once again that the SMS was committed to working with the CSH and reported that they would strive toward obtaining the proposed inputs for the matrix to be used for analyzing the reports on implementation of the DSA.
5. Civil society perspectives
a. Presentations by civil society organizations:
i. Loreta Tellería Escobar, The Security and Defense Network of Latin America (RESDAL)

Ms. Loreta Tellería Escobar’s presentation has been published as document CP/CSH/INF.206/10.
ii. Margaret Daly Hayes, Professor of Security Studies, Georgetown University

Ms. Margaret Daly Hayes’s presentation has been published as document CP/CSH/INF.214/10.
Comments by delegations

The delegations of Mexico and Argentina underscored the importance of civil society participation in those meetings.

The delegation of Peru suggested, in light of the situation in Haiti, the formulation of a guide on protocol for action and/or coordination in disaster situations. 


The delegation of Colombia underscored the importance of cooperation and collaboration among countries. It pointed out that the Inter-American Defense Board could help out in the area of natural disasters.
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�.	In keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08).





