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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY MÉTIS NATIONAL COUNCIL IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Métis National Council.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Métis National Council in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1.
Background
Métis National Council is a non-profit corporation established in Saskatchewan, Canada on December 19, 1985, with its current secretariat in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. The mission of the Métis National Council is to promote the rights of the Métis people to be recognized within Canada as an aboriginal people.

Métis National Council represents the interests of the 350,000 aboriginal Métis people that make up the Métis Nation from five provincial governance structures in Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Colombia, through advocacy, litigation and political engagement in national and international fora. Its work focuses specifically on issues related to social development, culture and heritage, environment, economic development and health.

Métis National Council has financed its activities with contributions from various Canadian government agencies, including the Office of the Federal Interlocutor, Environment Canada, Human Resources and Social Development Canada, Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, among others.
Métis National Council submitted its application to register in the OAS on February 18, 2010. 
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Métis National Council 
Address:


350 Sparks St., Suite 201





Ottawa, ON K14 7S8





Canada 

Telephone:


(613) 232-3216
Fax:



(613) 232-4262
E-mail:



info@metisnation.ca
Website: 



www.metisnation.ca
President:


Clément Chartier
Executive Director:

Wenda Watteyne

Date of establishment:

December 19, 1985
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
Métis National Council works in the promotion of indigenous rights in Canada and abroad. The work of Métis National Council relates to OAS activities in the following ways:
· Strengthen the governance structures of the Métis Nation in Canada and abroad through the promotion of citizenship, democratic governance and the participation of women and youth at the community, regional and national levels;

· Promote cultural awareness and rights of indigenous peoples, especially through the preservation of their history, values, culture, languages and traditions; and
· Advocate for increased recognition and allocation of governmental resources to support the socio-economic development of the Métis people, including access to health care, education and vocational training, justice, community policing and housing, among others. 
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Métis National Council serves as the representative body of the Métis Nation to the Canadian government and international bodies by engaging in political advocacy and litigation to establish the legal framework for recognition of the Métis people. Its activities are based on the mandates established by the Governing Members in each of the five provincial governance structures. The activities of Métis National Council that could be of interest to the OAS include: 
· Establishment of national and regional alliances to support social and economic development of indigenous peoples; 
· Coordination of and participation in national and international fora and conferences related to the rights of indigenous peoples, preservation of their cultural heritage, social development and economic growth, among others; and
· Collaboration with other indigenous organizations domestically and abroad to share best practices and experiences related to health and education programs, employment and governance structures, among other relevant topics.
5.
Identification of OAS work areas
Métis National Council offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Provide recommendations to and participate in the meetings of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs;

· Support the work of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to strengthen access for indigenous groups to the Inter-American Human Rights System;

· Collaborate with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) to promote the participation by women and youth in their economic, political, social, and cultural development;

· Provide technical expertise and share experiences with the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, especially related to its projects aimed at building democratic governance at the local level and fostering civil participation in decision making; and

· Cooperate with the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations in the promotion of civil society participation in OAS activities.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated February 18, 2010 
· Articles of Incorporation
· By-laws

· Métis National Council Newsletter: November 2009, December 2009, January 2010
· Snapshot of a Nation: An Overview of the Métis Nation’s Governance Structures and Institutions

· Financial Statements 2007, 2009 (2007 Statement audited by Bernie P. Shore, Chartered Accountant)
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