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COUR INTERAMÉRICAINE DES DROITS DE L’HOMME

CORTE INTERAMERICANA DE DIREITOS HUMANOS

INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
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URGENT

San Jose, April 27, 2010 REF.: CDM-S/844

Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency with reference to the draft resolution entitled “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas,” (CP/CAJP-2827/10 rev. 2), which we have noted informally.

I am compelled to express herein my utmost surprise and concern with respect to one aspect of the final part of the aforementioned draft resolution.  It relates to a "Costing prepared by the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF), pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09)," and includes what appear to be needs of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Not included, to our surprise, is any reference whatsoever to the needs of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Instead, the document notes that: “The Court is in session in Lima and no members of staff are available to provide information regarding its requirements.” 
As you will be able understand, Mr. Chairman, this treatment to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights comes as a surprise and is a matter of great concern to us. You will recall, Ambassador, that on March 18, I presented to the CAJP the 2009 annual activities report of the Inter-American Court.  In it I outlined in broad terms the serious budgetary difficulties faced by the Court, whose operations depend largely on voluntary assistance from countries that are not members of the Organization.
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On that occasion, as you will also recall, all the representatives who took the floor–without exception–underscored the urgent need to provide the Inter-American Court with adequate resources through substantial increases in the regular budget of the Organization. There was a clear consensus that this should be translated in concrete terms into the pertinent resolutions. This I reiterated in a letter, sent on March 19, 2010, expressing appreciation for the positive response that our report received in the CAJP.

That consensus notwithstanding, it is very evident that the draft resolution in question has not reflected nor specifically referred to the pressing economic needs of the Court, but noted instead that because of its jurisdictional work away from its headquarters–a period that lasted just five working days–information could not be provided on the Court’s needs.

The Inter-American Court and its Secretariat has always been careful to provide information and collaborate on everything required of it.  This year, however, it has not been required to submit additional information to clarify its specific budgetary requirements.  The approach with the Commission was different and, as everyone knows, a working meeting of the CAAP was held recently.  The Court has not had an opportunity to appear before the CAAP, nor has been able to present its specific budget needs.

It goes without saying that such situations are not conducive to a strengthening of the functioning of the Court; nor are they in keeping with the consensus arrived at by the member states during the March 18 presentation of the Court’s activities report.

In a constructive spirit, and confident that this regrettable omission and unfortunate reference to the Inter-American Court will be rectified as soon as possible, we respectfully request that the draft resolution under reference be withdrawn from circulation until the Court has been given an opportunity to specify its budgetary requirements for 2011.

However, in no way do we wish to affect the decision-making process of your Committee. We will therefore forward to Your Excellency and to the Chair of the CAAP tomorrow, the basic budgetary requirements of the Inter-American Court for 2011 so that whatever resolution is to be discussed and, as appropriate, adopted be consistent with the common objective of strengthening the role and work of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Dr. Diego Garcia-Sayán

President
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