1


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-531/10




10 September 2010 


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: English


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES 

PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR 

PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[Associação Juízes para a Democracia]

ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY ASSOCIAÇÃO JUÍZES PARA A DEMOCRACIA IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Associação Juízes para a Democracia.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Associação Juízes para a Democracia in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1.
Background
Associação Juízes para a Democracia (AJD) is a non-governmental organization established in Sao Paulo, Brazil on May 13, 1991. AJD’s mission is to strengthen access to justice in the democratic state by promoting freedom of expression, cooperation, pluralist democracy, transparency between the state and its citizens, and the defense of the rights of minors and minorities. 
AJD has 240 members in six states in Brazil, such as Bahia, Pernambuco, Rio de Janeiro, Tocantins, Maranhão, and Santa Catarina. AJD engages in political discussions about the administration of justice, formulates policy suggestions, and proposes logistical solutions for the improvement of judicial tribunals.  The activities of the organization also expand to the rule of law, promotion of the right to vote, amnesty and the right to memory and truth, and the situation of women deprived of liberty.
AJD works in cooperation with European and Latin American organizations who share similar objectives including: Magistratura Democratica (Italy), Jueces para la Democracia (Spain), Magistrados Europeus por la Democracia y las Libertades (MEDEL), and the Association of Judges for Democracy of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The AJD finances its activities through monthly dues from its members and publishes its journal with contributions from Saraiva S/A Livreiros Editores, Editora Revista dos Tribunais, and Jornal do Comercio.
Associação Juízes para a Democracia submitted its application to the OAS on February 8, 2010. 

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name: 


Associação Juízes para a Democracia

Address: 
Rua Maria Paula, 36, 11º andar, conj. 11-B, CEP: 01319-904, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Tel: 
(11) 3242 8018

Fax:
(11) 3105-3611

Web address:
www.ajd.org.br  

E-mail: 
juizes@ajd.or.br; akemikamimura@gmail.com
President: 
Luis Fernando Camargo de Barros Vidal
Legal Representative: 
Akemi Kamimura

Date established:
May 13, 1991
3.
Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The primary areas of activity and contributions of AJD that could be of interest to the OAS include: 

· Promoting the strengthening of the rule of law by sponsoring awareness initiatives and debates about the independence of judicial powers, access to justice, human rights, amnesty, habilitation and drug enforcement through the use of Internet TV, blogs, videos, journals, magazines, and publications;
· Contributing to the improvement of electoral systems and advocating for the voting rights and living conditions of persons deprived of liberty by conducting research, campaigns and reports, and presenting petitions to the national tribunals and international organizations in conjunction with other Brazilian civil society organizations; and
· Fostering justice and transparency by hosting seminars and conferences to generate awareness and build support for petitions regarding the independence of judges, transparency in the public sector, and draft legislation.
4. 
OAS Work Areas to which the CSO can provide support

AJD offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas: 
· Support the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty by providing reports and information regarding the conditions of incarcerated persons in Brazil;

· Collaborate with the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to help train, study, and provide empirical research for innovative approaches to judicial reform;

· Cooperate with the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DSMG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) to increase transparency and further promote the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
· Provide information and recommendations to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) related to the status of rights and conditions of women in Brazil; 

· Support the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in its effort to improve electoral institutions and processes in the region;
· Offer technical assistance to the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) to strengthen its programs related to penitentiary and prison policies; and

· Contribute recommendations to the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) in support of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).

5. 
Documentation submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, February 8, 2010
· Constitution 

· Statues 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report for 2007-2009

· Financial statements for the year 2007-2009 (audited by Mello and Veiga Assessoria Contábil e Fiscal S/C Ltda.)
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