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The following delegations participated in this meeting: Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

The Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, made preliminary remarks stressing his desire to make this chairmanship an inclusive one, drawing on the collaboration of the member states and the Secretariat. It also welcomed the Ambassador Adam Blackwell, the new Secretary of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.

Ambassador Adam Blackwell then introduced to the Committee his team at the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security: Abraham Stein, Adriana Mejía (new director of the Department of Public Security), Alison August Treppel, Gala Redington, Lorine Durski, and Maria Andrea Alvarez.

1.
Election of Vice Chairs of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH)
In accordance with the provisions of Article 28.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the meeting proceed to elect the vice chairs of the Committee.

The delegation of Costa Rica nominated Mr. Héctor Ortega Nieto Agustín, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, with the delegation of Peru seconding the motion.

The delegation of Canada nominated Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS, and the Chilean delegation seconded the motion.

On behalf of CARICOM, the delegation of Jamaica nominated Mr. Carlos Rodríguez, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, and the Brazilian delegation seconded the nomination.

All nominees were elected by acclamation.

2. 
Consideration and adoption of the draft schedule of activities and working methods of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the 2010-2011 period (CP/CSH-1242/10)
The Chair referred to document CP/CSH-1242/10, which contains the proposed schedule of activities and working methods of the Committee for this year.

In his presentation, the Chair spoke about the four components of the proposed working methods.

Firstly, he spoke about preparations for special meetings, reporting that the CSH has scheduled four special meetings for the 2010-2011 period.  To prepare for those meetings, the Chair asked the delegations for suggestions for the agendas.  (The proposals should include suggestions for topics to be addressed by each special meeting as well as panelists to be invited, on the understanding that the CSH will not be responsible for covering the expenses involved in their attending the meetings.)  Based on those suggestions and observations, and with the assistance of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, the Chair will prepare a draft agenda for each special meeting.

Secondly, he spoke about the Working Groups of the Committee. The Chair felt that given the importance of reflection on the issue of the Inter-American Defense Board, and taking into account Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, which states that, “The committees may establish subcommittees and working groups, and must specify their mandate in each case,” he would propose the creation of an informal group open to all delegations, in order to discuss this important issue.  The aim of this informal working group will be to provide a forum for the member states to reflect on this issue.

The working group’s tasks would be based on the mandates in resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10) “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board,” which invites member states to consider and propose recommendations to the CSH before December 1, 2010, for further strengthening of the IADB and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities in accordance with its statutes.

Thirdly, the President noted that the inclusion of other Committee on Hemispheric Security activities into the Schedule of Activities clearly reflects the interest of this policy-making body in fulfilling its mandates in a timely manner.  On this matter, the Chair underscored his interest in making this chairmanship inclusive, and invited delegations to contribute at meetings.

And finally, mindful of the budgetary situation of the Organization, the Chair proposed that the meetings be “paper-less,” so that documents would not be distributed in-room, except when necessary.  In addition, with the support of the Secretariat, the Chair will be using teleconferencing and other communication media.

Comments by delegations

The delegation of Peru said their interest in hosting the Fourth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence-and and Security-Building Measures, which will serve as preparation for the upcoming Conference of Ministers of Defense, to be held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in November this year.

The delegation of Chile announced that its Ministry of the Interior was moving ahead on the agenda for the Meeting of Experts on Public Security, scheduled for Santiago, Chile, from November 18 to 19, 2010, in preparation for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas.  The delegation also noted that a representative of that ministry would be attending the September 28 meeting to present the agenda.

The delegation of the United States spoke about to the following issues:

· The importance of continued monitoring of the security architecture through the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

· It spoke about the offer of the delegation of Peru to host the next Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures.

· It stressed the importance of public security issues, and in that regard highlighted the announcement made by the delegation of Chile.

· It argued that ways should be found to move forward on the agreements reached at the most recent meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas.

· Finally, the delegation referred to cutbacks by the Inter-American Defense Board, noting that it was pleased that the IADB had seen the importance of pursuing alternative funding.

In addressing the issue of the IADB, the Chair also noted that the cutbacks should be for next year because if done in a rush, it could be underestimated.  The intention is to move the discussion forward in order to establish a common denominator and be able to understand the IADB mandate and the implications of its day-to-day operations.

There being no objection to the Chair’s proposal, the methodology presented was adopted.

After the statements by the delegations, the Chair announced that the proposals were duly noted and would be included on the revised Schedule of Activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, which would be distributed as soon as possible with the classification CP/CSH-1242/10 rev. 1.
3.
Installation of the Informal Working Group to discuss the issue of the Inter-American Defense Board and election of its Chair
In accordance with aforementioned proposals on the working methods for this informal group, and taking into consideration Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, which states, “The committees may establish subcommittees and working groups, and must specify their mandate in each case,” said informal working group was declared as installed.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 28.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee proceeded to elect the Chair of the Committee’s Informal Working Group.

The delegation of Peru nominated Mr. César Edgardo Martínez Flores, Alternate Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, with the delegation of Mexico seconding the nomination.

With respect to this issue, and in order to expedite the consultations, the Chair asked the delegations for their comments on its recommendations for strengthening the IADB and its ability to advise member states of the OAS and other organs and entities of the Organization, in accordance with its Statute and pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board.”  Those comments should be submitted through the Secretariat by October 15, 2010.

4. Other business

There being no other business, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned.
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