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COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

NOTICE

The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent missions of the member states to the Organization and, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Peru, would like to invite all interested delegations to an informal meeting to be held on Wednesday, November 10, 2010, in the Miranda Room, immediately after the protocolary meeting of the Permanent Council, in order to hold, as was agreed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), consultations on the draft resolution that the Chair of the CAJP has distributed on strengthening of the organs of the inter-American human rights system.   The above draft resolution is enclosed as an annex hereto.

ANNEX

S/C

DRAFT RESOLUTION


THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolution AG/RES. 2587 (XL-O/10), Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; 

Resolution AG/RES. 2605 (XL-O/10), Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas; 

Resolution AG/RES. 2601 (XL-O/10), Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR); and


Resolution AG/RES. 2329 (XXXVII-O/07), Establishment of the Oliver Jackman Voluntary Capital Fund to Finance the Inter-American Human Rights System; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that the member states reaffirm their intention to strengthen the inter-American system for the protection of human rights for the consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere;

That the Inter-American Court of Human Rights is an autonomous judicial institution created by the American Convention on Human Rights, whose purpose is to enforce said Convention through its decisions on contentious cases, provisional measures, and advisory opinions that serve as inter-American case law; and

That the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is an organ established by the Charter of the OAS, whose principal function is to promote the observance and protection of human rights and to serve as a consultative organ of the Organization in these matters; 

AWARE: 

That it is necessary to make efforts to achieve an effective increase in the financial resources allocated to the inter-American human rights system; 

That the General Assembly has acknowledged the efforts of member states, permanent observers, and other institutions that have made voluntary contributions to the inter-American human rights system;

That in recent years the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the IACHR have gone to significant lengths to obtain additional funds;

That, notwithstanding the funds allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and the voluntary contributions made, permanent financial constraints persist that preclude adequate attention to activities and responsibilities in promotion of observance and protection of human rights as the American Convention on Human Rights provides; and

That the efforts to obtain voluntary contributions are part of an ongoing process aimed at strengthening the inter-American human rights system, in whose framework consideration should be given to mechanisms whereby the Regular Fund ensures its sustainable funding;

CONSIDERING:

The communication of November 1 which Justice Diego García-Sayán, President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, sent the Chair of the CAJP, concerning the appeal for the urgent cooperation that said organ needs to perform its regular activities; 

The presentation that Commissioner Felipe González, President of the IACHR, offered on November 4, 2010, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on the delicate financial position of the Commission and on the initiative to increase funding to the IACHR, which includes a technical meeting scheduled for early 2011; and

The appeal made by several member states for sufficient resources to be allocated for the work of the organs of the inter-American human rights system,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.

2. To welcome and endorse the initiative to increase funding to the inter-American human rights system.

3. To invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, and other rules and regulations of the Organization, to contribute to the aforesaid initiative.

4. To suggest to donors that, to the extent possible, part of the voluntary contributions that they make not be earmarked for specific purposes, in order to give the organs of the inter-American human rights system flexibility in allocating resources among its various activities and projects.

5. To request the Secretary General to continue to support this initiative and to report to the member states on the outcome thereof.
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