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In my capacity as Rapporteur of the General Committee, I have the honor to present to the distinguished ministers and Heads of Delegation to the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Organization of American States (OAS), the report on the work done by the General Committee pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation.

I. INTRODUCTION

Installation of the Committee and election of the Chair


In accordance with Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation, the plenary installed the General Committee at its first meeting, held on Tuesday, December 7, 2010, and elected as its Chair, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS, who was nominated by the delegation of Chile and elected by acclamation.  

Assignment of topics


The plenary assigned to the General Committee for consideration a draft resolution entitled “Draft Resolution of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs,” presented by the delegation of Costa Rica.

II. PROCEEDINGS

Order of Business


At the first meeting of the General Committee, the Chair thanked the OAS member states for supporting his election.  The Committee then considered the draft Order of Business (document RC.26/CG/OD-1/10), which included the consideration of the aforementioned draft resolution.
Election of the Vice Chair and Rapporteur of the General Committee


In accordance with Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation, the General Committee proceeded to elect its Vice-Chair and its Rapporteur.


The delegation of Argentina nominated Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, for Vice Chair of the Committee.  The nomination was seconded by the delegation of Paraguay and Ambassador Flores was elected by acclamation.


For its part, the delegation of Colombia nominated Minister Javier Prado, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, for Rapporteur of the General Committee.  He was elected by acclamation.

Meetings

The General Committee held one meeting to consider the matters it was assigned. 
Draft Resolution of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (RC.26/doc.8/10)
The General Committee began its work with a first reading of the text submitted by the delegation of Costa Rica, beginning with the paragraphs contained in preambular section of the draft resolution, before proceeding with the operative section.  The delegations presented proposed amendments to the paragraphs of the draft resolution submitted.

The Permanent Representative of Costa Rica requested the Secretariat to draw up and distribute a written version of the document that included all of the proposed amendments that were submitted by the delegations.  The Permanent Representative of Costa Rica also requested that, once the revised version was ready, the Chair suspend the meeting, so that the delegations might conduct their consultations and the negotiation of the draft resolution might continue.

The Chair requested the Secretariat to prepare the document containing all of the proposals and suggested the creation of a small drafting group, with the participation of the coordinators of the regional groups.  It would meet in the office of Permanent Council Chair for the purpose of reaching consensus on the draft resolution.
The General Committee resumed its work with a presentation of the draft resolution that, having been discussed by the drafting group, was distributed to all delegations as document RC.26/doc.8/10 rev. 1.  The Chair noted that this draft resolution had not met with the consensus of all the delegations and suggested that it be referred to the plenary of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.  There being no objection from the member states, it was decided to proceed as such, thus concluding the work of the General Committee.

III. CONCLUSION
Working under the exemplary leadership of its Chair, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS, and Vice Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, the Committee referred to the plenary for consideration the draft resolution entitled “Resolution on the Situation between Costa Rica and Nicaragua,” document RC.26/doc. 8/10 rev. 1.

Finally, I should like to thank the members of the General Committee for entrusting me with the delicate task of being Rapporteur of the Committee.  I am therefore submitting this abbreviated report for consideration by the ministers and Heads of Delegation at the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the OAS.
Javier A. Prado Miranda

Minister, Alternate Representative 

of Peru to the OAS

Rapporteur of the General Committee
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