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DOCUMENT DESCRIBING THE DIALOGUE OF HEADS OF DELEGATION AND THE SECRETARY GENERAL WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF CIVIL SOCIETY ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, “CITIZEN SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS” 

June 5, 2011 – San Salvador, El Salvador

Pursuant to Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, which states that representatives of nongovernmental organizations may attend the General Assembly as special guests, with the authorization of the Permanent Council and the consent of the government of the country in which the Assembly session is to be held, the Department of International Affairs, responsible for promoting and expanding civil society participation in all OAS activities, sends an invitation to all civil society organizations registered with the OAS, and to more than 4,500 civil society organizations from across the Hemisphere that are not included in the Department’s database, informing them of the holding of the Assembly and of the conditions for their participation. 

Article 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly states that requests to attend General Assembly sessions as special guests shall be presented to the General Secretariat of the Organization at least 30 days in advance of the opening of the Assembly session. Accordingly, our Department is sending the invitation to those civil society organizations referred to above two or three months in advance of the state of the General Assembly in order to give them adequate time for lodging their requests for attendance. 

After checking that the requirements are met (CP/RES. 759, Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations), The DIA submits a list of the requests to the host government for its consent and then to the Permanent Council.  If the approval of the Permanent Council is granted, this Department will issue the corresponding invitations on behalf of the Secretary General of the OAS. 

In extending the invitations, the Department requests the name(s) of the representatives of each civil society organization invited to attend the General Assembly and compiles a list of “special guests,” which is the official list of participants.  Generally, only two participants attend from each approved CSO. 

A total of 120 civil society organizations from all the member states are expected to attend the General Assembly.

Date: Sunday, June 5, 2011

Time: (to be determined)

Place: Room 11, International Convention Center (CIFCO) 

The Dialogue of Heads of Delegation with Representatives of Civil Society has been held since 2003 and was institutionalized by means of resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), ratified by the General Assembly in Santiago, Chile, by means of resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), and later ratified by all subsequent sessions of the General Assembly. 

The Dialogue offers civil society an opportunity to exchange experiences and offer recommendations for consideration by the heads of delegation of the member states and the OAS Secretary General of the OAS on the central theme of the General Assembly, “Citizen Security in the Americas,” and the inter-American agenda. The civil society organizations attending the General Assembly are expected to attend the Dialogue.

Approximately 10 representatives of networks of civil society organizations will speak on the General Assembly’s central theme from different perspectives: democracy, anticorruption, peace, human rights, children and youth, and discrimination on the grounds of gender, disability, sexual orientation or gender identity, and Afrodescendants.

Following the addresses by the civil society representatives, the Heads of Delegation of the member states will speak on the recommendations made by civil society organizations.

The Department of International Affairs will be responsible for technical coordination (participants, conduction and format of the meeting, coordination of CSO networks). 

Draft Order of Business:
1. Welcoming address 

-
José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS

-
Hugo Martínez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador

2. Dialogue among the Heads of Delegation, the OAS Secretary General, and civil society representatives, and presentation of recommendations

3. Closing address 

-
José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS

The Dialogue will be preceded by two coordination meetings:

1. Eighth Civil Society Hemispheric Forum – April 25 and 26, 2011 – Washington, D.C.

The Department of International Affairs organizes the Hemispheric Forum with civil society one or two months prior to the General Assembly, in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 840 “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  The purpose of the Forum is to encourage discussion, exchanges of ideas, and the formulation of recommendations by the CSOs actively participating in OAS activities regarding the theme of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, “Citizen Security in the Americas.”
The CSO representatives will present the recommendations arising from the Hemispheric Forum at a special meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to be held during the second day of the event, and they will contribute to the resolutions to be adopted in connection with the Draft Declaration of San Salvador and the inter-American agenda.

2. Coordination Meeting among Civil Society Organizations – San Salvador, El Salvador – June 4, 2011 at 1:00 to 5:30 pm – Hotel Crowne Plaza

The objective of this meeting is to offer the representatives of civil society an opportunity to discuss among themselves and formulate recommendations on the theme of the forty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and for the participants to select those representatives who are to present the recommendations at the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation with Representatives of Civil Society on the theme of the General Assembly, “Citizen Security in the Americas.”
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