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This Dialogue began in 2004 at the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly in Quito, Ecuador. 
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The purpose of the Dialogue is to offer an opportunity for the heads of delegation from the permanent observer countries and the permanent missions to the OAS to share ideas about the topics on the inter-American agenda and the theme of the General Assembly, “Citizen Security in the Americas,” and to discuss cooperation among the permanent observers and the OAS.


During the Dialogue, the observer countries announce the amount of their financial contributions or speak about the cooperation in kind they are offering the OAS programs. It is preceded by informal meetings with the Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary General, and the OAS Director of International Affairs, intended to inform them of the Organization’s priority topics and to identify areas of common interest and the observer countries’ international cooperation priorities. 


The OAS permanent observers currently total 64 countries plus the European Union, of which some 40 countries participate in the Dialogue. The Department of International Affairs is responsible for the technical coordination, organization, and format of the Dialogue. 
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