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Item 82 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION

2011:  INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF CULTURE 
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 18, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2468 (XXXIX-O/09), CIDI/RES. 226 (XIV-O/09), and CIDI/RES. 251 (XVI-O/11) “2011: “Inter-American Year of Culture”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That the Heads of State and Government, meeting in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed that inter-cultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity encourage mutual understanding, which helps reduce conflict, discrimination and the barriers to economic opportunity and social participation; and 

That the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, at their Fourth Inter-American Meeting within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held in Bridgetown, Barbados, on November 20 and 21, 2008, called on our nations to reflect on the social value of investing in culture and on the ever-increasing economic potential of creative and cultural industries; and affirmed that stimulating creativity in our citizens from a young age is a strategy that not only fosters personal growth and social development, but also contributes to finding new and innovative approaches to scientific, industrial, technological, and social problems;

WELCOMING the outcomes of the work done by the Working Group to Prepare the Inter-American Year of Culture (IAYC), established within the framework of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), from June to October 2010;

WELCOMING ALSO the Strategy for the Year, agreed by CEPCIDI (CEPCIDI/doc.965/10), and developed by the above-mentioned Working Group, which identified the following objectives for the IAYC:

· Providing a platform to promote the key role that culture plays in economic, social, and cultural and human development;

· Highlighting the rich cultural diversity of the Americas;

· Promoting the development and implementation of public policies in the member states, ensuring sustainability of the outcomes of the 2011: Inter-American Year of Culture; and 

· Raising awareness of the work of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC); and

RECOGNIZING that the slogan “Our Cultures, Our Future,” which summarizes the mission statement agreed for the Year: “the Inter-American Year of Culture celebrates the many cultures in existence in the Hemisphere and recognizes the central role that culture plays in economic, social, and human development in all communities”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That on March 23, 2011, at the Joint Special Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the Inter-American Year of Culture and its web page were officially launched, and that on that occasion the progress made in planning and implementing the IAYC was reported, and the symbols and media elements to serve as vehicles for identification of the Year, especially its logo, were made public;

That the General Secretariat has established, within the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture, the “Cultural Heritage of the Americas” award for the most representative cultural expressions of member states in order to highlight the variety of elements that make up the identity of the Americas, promote them as an inter-American contribution to the cultural heritage of humanity, and reaffirm the region’s presence on the world stage;
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION to the Government of Brazil and the Government of the United States of America for their substantial financial contributions to the OAS to help implement elements of the Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) that will make it possible to advance towards achieving the objectives for the IAYC, and that other States and entities are taking part by making technical and logistical contributions;

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 2468 (XXXIX-O/09), “2011: Inter-American Year of Culture,” whereby the member states are invited “to carry out initiatives to celebrate and strengthen their cultural diversity and the artistic creativity of their peoples in the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture,”

RESOLVES:

1. To call on the member states to participate fully in the commemoration of the Inter-American Year of Culture, and to advise the OAS, through the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), of any programs, projects, initiatives, and activities they will include in the commemoration of the Inter-American Year of Culture (IAYC).

2. To urge the member states to consider specific actions to emphasize the importance of culture in the economic, social, and human development of communities and to take them into account when formulating public policies on culture, education, tourism, sustainable development, and in any other areas they deem appropriate.

3. To urge the member states to disseminate widely any policies, programs, projects, initiatives, and activities formulated and/or implemented in the context of the IAYC.

4. To express appreciation for the financial contributions of the Government of Brazil and the Government of the United States of America, and the technical contributions of other States and entities, and to encourage other States and entities to make financial and technical contributions to carry out actions that help achieve the objectives of the IAYC.
4. bis
To welcome with satisfaction the initiative of the General Secretariat to establish the “Cultural Heritage of the Americas” award and to congratulate Peru on being the first recipient of this award in recognition of its gastronomic riches.
5. [image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

To instruct the CIC, with support from its Technical Secretariat, to continue coordination of the implementation of the IAYC.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, in consultation with the CIC, to consider the most appropriate way to conclude the Inter-American Year of Culture, and to disseminate its outcomes in the framework of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in April 2012.

7. To instruct the General Secretariat to present a report on the implementation of this resolution prior to the forty-second regular meeting of the General Assembly.
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