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CIDI/RES. 229 (XV-O/10)

CONTINUING PARTICIPATION IN THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR
INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT BY MEMBER STATES THAT HAVE NOT
RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL OF MANAGUA

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,

HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” and resolutions AG/RES. 1442 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1507 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1575 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1726 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1815 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1863 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1910 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1978 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2090 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2214 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2313 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2385 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2477 (XXXIX-O/09), as well as CIDI/RES. 24 (II-O/97), CIDI/RES. 42 (III-O/98), CIDI/RES. 83 (IV-O/99), CIDI/RES. 94 (V-O/00), CIDI/RES. 4 (I-E/01), CIDI/RES. 116 (VII-O/02), CIDI/RES. 138 (VIII-O/03), CIDI/RES. 141 (IX-O/04), CIDI/RES. 177 (X-O/05), CIDI/RES. 191 (XI-O/06), CIDI/RES. 200 (XII-O/07), CIDI/RES. 208 (XIII-O/08), and CIDI/RES. 216 (XIV-O/09), “Continuing Participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua”;


EMPHASIZING the amendments made to the Charter of the Organization of American States to incorporate the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of integral development (Protocol of Washington) and to establish an Inter-American Council for Integral Development to promote cooperation among the American states for the purpose of achieving their integral development and, in particular, helping to eliminate extreme poverty (Protocol of Managua); and


CONSIDERING that as of the date of this resolution there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states that have signed and not ratified the Protocol of Washington, which incorporates the elimination of extreme poverty as a basic objective of development, and the Protocol of Managua, which establishes the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to consider doing so as soon as possible.

2. To request the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session to extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the next regular session of the General Assembly, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.
3. To request the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.

CIDI/RES. 230 (XV-O/10)

NONPERMANENT SPECIALIZED COMMITTEES for the 
special multilateral fund of the inter-american council
for integral development 2010

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,
CONSIDERING:

That the eight areas for action under the Strategic Plan were established through resolutions AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06) and CIDI/RES. 178 (XI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”;
That Article 13 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) states that the nonpermanent specialized committees (CENPES) shall be established by CIDI for a duration it decides upon at the time of their creation, and shall not exceed the number of said areas for action;

That, because of a change made in the deadlines set in the programming, obligation, and execution schedule of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI), contained in Article 17 of the FEMCIDI Statutes, through resolution CIDI/RES. 204 (XII-O/07), and considering that the composition of the CENPES for the evaluation exercise corresponding to the 2010 FEMCIDI programming cycle will only be decided after member states present their final project proposals in December 2010; and
That the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) have been availing themselves of the facilities installed to hold virtual meetings of the CENPES to streamline operations and maximize existing resources,
RESOLVES:

1. To delegate to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) the establishment of the nonpermanent specialized committees (CENPES) and the election of their members for the evaluation exercise corresponding to the 2010 programming cycle of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI).

2. To request CEPCIDI and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to continue with efforts to streamline the operations of the CENPES and optimize the Organization’s resources by using new information technologies in holding meetings and consultations with these bodies.
3. To instruct CEPCIDI to convene the CENPES in due course and to ensure that they reflect equitable geographical representation and comprise persons of recognized competence in their fields who have no direct relationship with the institution submitting the project for evaluation. Likewise, to instruct the General Secretariat, through SEDI, to provide the information needed to convene them. 
4. To request the CEPCIDI to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution. The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
CIDI/RES. 231 (XV-O/10)

REPORT OF THE SPECIALIZED MEETING OF
HIGH-LEVEL COOPERATION AUTHORITIES OF CIDI
(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN:


Resolutions CIDI/RES. 164 (X-O/05), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 179 (XI-O/06), “Reiteration and Renewal of Commitments and Mandates in the Framework of Inter-American Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development: Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and CIDI/RES. 224 (XIV-O/09), “Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities;” and 

Resolutions AG/RES. 2079 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2203 (XXXVI-O/06), “Reiteration and Renewal of Commitments and Mandates in the Framework of Inter-American Cooperation for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and AG/RES. 2476 (XXXIX-O/09), “Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the purpose of CIDI is to promote partnership for development among the member states with a view to achieving their integral development, and, in particular, contributing to the elimination of extreme poverty, the principal scourge that the Hemisphere faces; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the important mandates of CIDI and those emanating from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and scientific and technological areas make it necessary and fundamental for the member states at CIDI meetings to engage in substantive policy dialogue on the topic to be addressed and to achieve progress in the formulation of policies, the definition of priorities, and the development of specific actions aimed at promoting integral development; and 

CONSIDERING:

That the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities was held in Bogotá, Colombia, on October 26 and 27, 2009; 

That the dialogue of the high-level cooperation authorities focused on the topic “the effectiveness of hemispheric cooperation,” addressed the role that the OAS might play as a coordinating agent, where appropriate, and a forum for hemispheric dialogue on cooperation, and examined opportunities to optimize regional cooperation, including alternative forms of cooperation, such as horizontal, South-South, and triangular cooperation; and


That the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities adopted the Bogotá Consensus (CIDI/RECOOP/doc.8/09 rev. 3),

RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate the Government of Colombia for the success of the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities. 

2. To endorse the Bogotá Consensus adopted by the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities. 

3. To accept the recommendation contained in the Bogotá Consensus to hold meetings of high-level cooperation authorities as often as deemed necessary by the member states.

4. To instruct the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), with support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to follow up on the recommendations made at the Specialized CIDI Meetings of High-Level Cooperation Authorities and to support their implementation. 

5. To request the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution. The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
CONSENSUS OF BOGOTA
/ 
/

THE HIGH-LEVEL COOPERATION AUTHORITIES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEMBER STATES, IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE SPECIALIZED CIDI MEETING OF HIGH-LEVEL COOPERATION AUTHORITIES gathered in Bogotá, Colombia, on October 26 and 27, 2009, 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Charter of Organization of American States (OAS), the resolutions of the OAS General Assembly and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on cooperation, and the Course of Action of Playa del Carmen, adopted at the Special Technical Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Cooperation, held in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, in October 2008; and, 

RECOGNIZING the importance of the role the OAS can play as a forum for hemispheric dialogue in the area of cooperation, particularly in promoting discussion on cooperation trends, innovations, and general information and in maximizing opportunities for more effective regional cooperation and in promoting a more active and better coordinated role of the region in international forums in which cooperation issues are discussed; 

AGREE: 
1. To promote the OAS as a forum for dialogue on hemispheric cooperation, particularly on the effectiveness of cooperation in the Americas, to which end they recommend to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI): 

1. That Meetings of High-level Cooperation Authorities be held with the frequency that member states find necessary. 

2. Forging, through concrete action, better interconnections in cooperation so as to ensure the appropriate implementation of the political mandates handed down by the various OAS political forums and the conclusions of the Summits of the Americas.

3. Strengthening of the Inter-American Cooperation Network within the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) as a mechanism that facilitates dialogue among the cooperation authorities, contributes to the exchange of cooperation management experiences, encourages cooperation among the member states, and heightens the effectiveness of cooperation in the Americas. 
2. To enhance the effectiveness of the cooperation offered through the OAS, to which end they recommend to CIDI: 

1. The promotion of and support for the cooperation that takes place under the aegis of the OAS, particularly alternative forms of cooperation and, among others, horizontal, south-south, and triangular cooperation, as well as networking.

2. The continued review of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) to ensure that its projects, programs, and activities are efficient and effective.

3. The establishment of a clear view on the relationship between the work of cooperation carried out by the OAS and other international organizations in order to promote greater synergies and complementarities among cooperation programs, projects, and activities in the Hemisphere carried out by the OAS and other international organizations.

4. Strengthening the capacity of the OAS to mobilize financial and non-financial resources for partnership for development activities, and to that end, request that the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), within the scope of its responsibilities, with support from SEDI and other relevant OAS entities, work on a strategy for securing and managing resources that includes an analysis of the impact of administrative expenses, including direct and indirect costs.

5. Support for the member states in strengthening their international cooperation information systems. 
6. Strengthening the participation of the member states in the process of project selection, execution, and monitoring and evaluation through the strengthening of the IACD. 

7. Continuing the review of the current structural framework and functional parameters of CIDI and its subsidiary organs, initiated within the OAS, in order to optimize the efficiency and effectiveness of OAS cooperation and development initiatives. 
8. Entrusting the IACD with following up on the recommendations agreed upon at the Specialized CIDI Meetings of High-level Cooperation Authorities and to support their implementation.
CIDI/RES. 232 (XV-O/10)

SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development, 

HAVING SEEN:
Resolutions AG/RES. 2081 (XXXV-O/05), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita,” AG/RES. 2383 (XXXVIII-O/08), “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI,” and AG/RES. 2472 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and
Resolutions CIDI/RES. 165 (X-O/05), “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”; CIDI/RES. 206 (XIII-O/08), “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 221 (XIV-O/09), “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”;; 
CONSIDERING:
That the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, instructed their ministers, especially those responsible for finance, planning and social development, to begin or consolidate a review of national social protection, inclusion, and poverty eradication programs, where necessary, in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness, reduce duplication, identify gaps at the national level, and optimize the use of resources, and further instructed them to exchange the experiences and best practices derived from those reviews at the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, to be held in Colombia in 2010;
/
That the establishment of the Inter-American Network of Cooperation for Social Protection was supported by the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas and that it was officially launched in New York, United States of America, on September 22, 2009; and
That it is incumbent upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to encourage regional dialogue and cooperation activities conducive to integral development and poverty reduction; and
BEARING IN MIND:
That the Government of Colombia offered to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI and that the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), through resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 160 (CLV-O/10), “Convocation of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI,” approved its convocation for July 8 and 9, 2010, in Cali, Colombia; and 

That the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) will hold its third regular meeting at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on April 6 and 7, 2010, in order to monitor fulfillment of the mandates of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development and to initiate preparations for the Second Meeting,
RESOLVES:
1. To accept with gratitude the offer by the Government of Colombia to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI, on July 8 and 9, 2010.
2. To invite the member states to send their highest authorities in social development to take part in the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI.
3. To instruct the General Secretariat to lend the necessary support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to preparations for the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development within the Framework of CIDI and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) on those preparations.
4. To request CEPCIDI to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.  The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
CIDI/RES. 233 (XV-O/10)

ERADICATING ILLITERACY AND FIGHTING DISEASES
THAT AFFECT INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 180 (XI-O/06), CIDI/RES. 196 (XII-O/07), CIDI/RES. 210 (XIII-O/08), CIDI/RES. 225 (xiv-o/09), , “Eradicating Illiteracy and Fighting Diseases That Affect Integral Development”; and 

Resolutions AG/RES. 2308 (XXXVII-O/07) AG/RES. 2387 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2467 (XXXIX-O/09), “Eradicating Illiteracy and Fighting Diseases That Affect Integral Development”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that achieving integral development entails the consolidation in the Americas of basic and essential goals upon which such development can be built, such as increasing the literacy of our populations and alleviating the diseases that undermine this objective;
CONSIDERING:
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government committed to “developing comprehensive government policies that institutionalize the fight against poverty,” and to “consolidating more democratic societies, with opportunities for all,” and promoting “greater access to education, health care, labor markets, and credit”; and
That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized “that education is a lifelong process that promotes social inclusion and democratic citizenship and allows people to contribute fully to the development of society” and that they “will give high priority to improving and expanding literacy, basic knowledge of arithmetic and the sciences, as well as access to tertiary, technical-vocational, and adult education”;
/
RECALLING that, similarly, Article 34.h of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) speaks of the rapid eradication of illiteracy and the expansion of educational opportunities for all, as one of the basic goals to be pursued in the process of attaining integral development;
RECALLING ALSO that achieving universal primary education and fighting HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases were topics expressly included in the United Nations Millennium Declaration and in the Millennium Development Goals derived therefrom;
RECALLING FURTHER that, at the XVII International AIDS Conference, the Ministers of Education and of Health of Latin America and the Caribbean reaffirmed the importance of comprehensive sex education, with emphasis on the prevention of HIV and sexually transmitted diseases, and committed to strengthening synergies between prevention and education in order to reduce the scale of the epidemic in the region;
BEARING IN MIND:
That illiteracy and functional illiteracy are the reason that a large number of people are deprived of the possibility of participating fully in processes aimed at achieving integral development and of receiving its benefits;
That there are major shortcomings and precarious conditions in the health area and in health care provision in the Americas, particularly as regards chronic, emerging, and re-emerging diseases, which in some cases seriously affect the ability of people to participate in the aforesaid processes;

That there is a link between a higher level of literacy in the population and the capacity to have ready access to and benefit from the contents of publicly disseminated materials, programs, or campaigns–of an informative, preventive, or palliative nature–aimed at reducing health-care inequities and improving health conditions in the countries of the Hemisphere;
That, at the Special Summit of the Americas and the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government expressed their concern about chronic, emerging, and re-emerging diseases, and pledged to strengthen cooperation and the exchange of information in the fight against these diseases, as well as to develop promotion, prevention, control, and treatment programs, with a view to implementing integral public health actions;

That, at the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the Ministers recognized the need to work on the high illiteracy rates in the countries of the region, proposed that the design of a regional literacy program be considered, and entrusted the OAS with studying this possibility;
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government supported the recommendations issued by the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI and pledged to promote literacy and to carry out a study of a literacy program within the framework of the OAS before 2008, taking into account successful experiences in the field, in order to advance towards the eradication of illiteracy; and
That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 includes, among the priority actions in the area of education, “supporting the efforts of member states to reduce high levels of illiteracy so as to ensure a democratic citizenry, facilitate decent work, fight against poverty, and achieve greater social inclusion for the entire population”;
AWARE of the need to ensure quality education, with equality of opportunity and of prospects for our peoples;
CONVINCED that full literacy is a fundamental element in achieving more just and inclusive societies, in consolidating democracy in the Americas, and in transmitting such basic democratic values as respect for institutions and individual freedoms, tolerance, human rights, and gender equity;
CONCERNED about the obstacles to integral development that arise from diseases, principally from those that have a social impact or may be related to poverty or lack of education; and 
UNDERSCORING its conviction that the difficulties and challenges posed by illiteracy, poor-quality education, and health problems in the Americas can be overcome only through an approach based on solidarity that involves governments and civil society as a whole, taking into account opportunities to incorporate modules on health into formal education curricula,
RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm the determination of the member states, as reiterated in the Declaration and the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas and embodied in resolution AG/RES. 2308 (XXXVII-O/07), adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its thirty-seventh regular session, to take measures and pursue specific programs to achieve full literacy of the Hemisphere’s populations and improve the quality of education at all levels, as well as to overcome diseases that represent obstacles to integral development.
2. To continue, as decided, the process of studying a program to move toward the elimination of illiteracy in the Hemisphere, taking into account successful experiences in the field; and, in that regard, to acknowledge the efforts undertaken in this area in the framework of the Inter-American Committee on Education on the proposed “Literacy Initiative,” urging it to increase and enhance these efforts.
3. To recommend that, in that process, consideration be given to best practices in member states; and to that end to instruct the General Secretariat to continue conducting, through its relevant technical areas, the study of such practices in the member states, in order to share the results obtained.
4. To reiterate its request to the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and pursuant to operative paragraphs 2 and 3 above, to resolutely support and collaborate with the member states in their efforts related to this matter. 

5. To reiterate to the national authorities in the area of education the recommendation that they explore the possibility of setting a tentative date for the eradication of illiteracy in the Americas, bearing in mind the individual characteristics of each member state, in order to attain that goal as soon as possible. 

6. To support the member states, through the technical areas of the General Secretariat with specific responsibility in the matter, in their efforts to eradicate illiteracy and improve the quality of education, in coordination, where appropriate, with other regional or international organizations with initiatives in the area, in particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

7. To thank the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the OAS for their ongoing support to the objectives of this resolution, especially the presentation of the 2008 PAHO annual report, which includes a focus on the social determinants of health, through programs that address the social determinants of hunger, including aspects of education, environmental and living conditions, and access to health care. 

8. To continue strengthening formal dialogue with PAHO, through the strategic partnership between the two organizations, in order to coordinate respective efforts, in the area of competence of each, with regard to health problems in the Americas and their social impact; and to encourage an ongoing exchange between both organizations through such activities as may be agreed upon.
9. To reiterate the appeal to the ministers and highest-level authorities in the areas of education and health in the Hemisphere to consider the subject of this resolution.
10. To request the General Secretariat to present an annual report, through SEDI, to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on the implementation of this resolution. 

11. To request the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution. The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

CIDI/RES. 234 (XV-O/10)

FIFTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGHEST
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF CULTURE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions AG/RES. 2208 (XXXVI-O/06), “Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2309 (XXXVII-O/07), “Report of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”; and AG/RES. 2473 (XXXIX-O/09), “Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”;


Resolutions CIDI/RES. 184 (XI-O/06), “Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI”; CIDI/RES. 197 (XII-O/07), “Report of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”;  and CIDI/RES. 219 (XIV-O/09), “Report of the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of CIDI”;


Resolution AG/RES. 2468 (XXXIX-O/09), “2011: Inter-American Year of Culture”; and


Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 164 (CLV-O/10), “Convocation of the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”;

That the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, recognized that culture plays a vital role in the general development of our countries, in combating poverty, and in our efforts to improve the quality of life for our peoples, as well as the positive contribution of culture in creating social cohesion and establishing more solid and inclusive communities, and that they will continue promoting intercultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity to foster mutual understanding, which helps to ease conflicts, discrimination, and obstacles to economic opportunities and social participation;
/
That the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, recognized the important link between development and culture, and agreed that support for culture in its many dimensions contributes to, among other things, the preservation and protection of national heritage, the enhancement of the dignity and identity of our peoples, the creation of decent jobs, and the overcoming of poverty;

That it is the responsibility of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to foster regional dialogue and cooperation activities conducive to integral and sustainable development in the area of culture; and


That the dialogue of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture at their fourth meeting, held in Bridgetown, Barbados in 2008, focused on creating effective public policies to promote and sustain a dynamic cultural sector; the role of public and private sectors and the international community in establishing partnerships and alliances in the culture economy; and the participation of young people in the culture economy; and

BEARING IN MIND:

That the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) welcomed the offer by Brazil to host the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI;


That 2011 has been declared by the Organization of American States as the Inter-American Year of Culture; and

That the Fourth Regular Meeting of the American Committee on Culture (CIC) was held in November 2009 to follow up on and implement the agreements of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture and begin preparations for the Fifth Meeting and for the Inter-American Year of Culture, 

RESOLVES:

1. To accept with gratitude the offer of the Government of Brazil to host the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI on December 1 and 2, 2010. 

2. To recognize the particular importance of holding the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI this year, in view of the fact that 2011 has been declared by the Organization of American States as the Inter-American Year of Culture.

3. To call upon member states to participate in the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture within the Framework of CIDI by sending their highest-level culture authorities.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to support preparations for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on that process.
5. To request CEPCIDI to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting, on the implementation of this resolution.  The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
CIDI/RES. 235 (XV-O/10)

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON EDUCATION 
FOR DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND PRACTICES

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,
HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02) “Promotion of Democracy,” AG/RES. 1869 (XXXII-O/02) “Promotion of Democratic Culture,” AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03) “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas”, AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy,” AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas,” AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O/05), Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy,” AG/RES. 2164 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2320 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2423 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2481 (XXXIX-O/09), “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices,” and;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), the member states reaffirm that the education of peoples should be directed toward justice, freedom, and peace, and pledge to give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education oriented toward the integral improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress;

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that education is key in strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the fulfillment of human potential, alleviating poverty, and fostering better understanding among peoples.  To achieve these goals, it is essential that high-quality education be available for everyone, including girls and women, the inhabitants of rural areas, and minorities; and that particular attention be given to the development of programs and activities for the education of children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including fundamental freedoms and social justice;
That in the Declaration against Violence, adopted at the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Punta del Este, Uruguay, on September 24, 2001, the ministers pledged to emphasize nonviolence and the culture of peace in national and subregional initiatives for training and education in values, and to foster the preparation of a hemispheric program for education in democratic values;
That, in the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, in June 2003, the ministers of foreign affairs of the member states declared that “[t]he consolidation of democracy in the region requires a culture based on profound democratic principles and values and on their daily observance.  These values should be fostered through education for democracy”; 
That, in the Declaration of Mexico, adopted at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Mexico City from August 11 to 13, 2003, the ministers recognized “the importance of instilling democratic awareness, culture, and values in the present and future generations, and of the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and urged that “efforts be made to incorporate those principles into our educational programs in accordance with the laws of each country”;
That in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized that “education is a lifelong process that promotes social inclusion and democratic citizenship and allows people to contribute fully to the development of society” and reaffirmed their “commitment to the 2008 Declaration of Medellín on Youth and Democratic Values”;
/
That in the Declaration of San Pedro Sula, “Toward a Culture of Non-Violence,” adopted at the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly in June 2009, the ministers of foreign affairs of the OAS member states declared “the importance of developing and implementing educational programs starting from the early years of education, in both the formal and informal systems, that promote a culture of peace and non-violence”; and
That in the Declaration of Quito, adopted by the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Quito, Ecuador, on August 12 to 14, 2009, the ministers entered a commitment to promote public policies and educational programs aimed at bringing about a cultural transformation geared to eradicating violence, particularly violence at school and in the home and violence against women, children, and youth, caused by cultural, economic, social, ethnic, political, and other factors;

RECALLING:


That the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices was adopted at the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held in Scarborough, Trinidad and Tobago, from August 10 to 12, 2005, to promote a culture of democracy and non-violence through formal and non-formal education in the Hemisphere and that the implementation of the Program will be guided, as provided for therein, by an Advisory Group composed of education officials, academics, and civil society experts, as well as other appropriate interested parties;

That, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government expressed support for “the recommendations contained in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education,” and stated that they would strive “for quality public education at all levels and promote literacy to ensure a democratic citizenry, foster decent work, fight poverty, and achieve greater social inclusion”;
That in the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education, adopted at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from November 14 to 16, 2007, the ministers made reference to quality education for all that would, among other things, foster the development of factors relating to peace, development, and human rights, education in democratic values and practices, and protection of the environment, and undertook to “redouble our efforts to continue forging a democratic culture in our Hemisphere by implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, emphasizing that the values and practices that foster peaceful coexistence begin to be formed in early childhood”; and

That the Declaration of Medellín, adopted at the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly, held in June 2008 in the city of Medellín, emphasizes the importance of promoting opportunities for youth to participate in meaningful ways in political, economic, and cultural life; and that the ministers of foreign affairs of the OAS member states declared their commitment to promote formal and non-formal education in democratic values and practices in order to develop knowledge and skills in youth to prepare them for life in a democratic society and for the full enjoyment of their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and requested that the OAS General Secretariat, in collaboration with the member states, promote increased participation by youth in the activities established within the framework of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices;
BEARING IN MIND:


The reports submitted by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to CIDI and to the Permanent Council on the design and execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2423 (XXXVIII-O/08);

That in the Declaration of Quito, adopted by the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Quito, Ecuador, on August 12 to 14, 2009, the ministers recognized with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, given its contribution to strengthening a democratic and non-violent culture; and they instructed the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with the support of SEDI, to draw up a Work Plan for 2009-2012, paying special attention to lines of action such as strengthening strategies, mechanisms, and entities to promote the participation of youth,
RESOLVES:

1. To underscore the importance of and recognize the progress made with implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, which, through the actions undertaken in pursuit of its three components–research, professional development, and exchanges of information and experiences–helps bring about a greater understanding of the different dimensions of education for democracy in the Americas, supports capacity building in the member states, and promotes horizontal cooperation in formal and non-formal education through mechanisms and opportunities for dialogue and for the dissemination of information on education topics of key importance for democratic citizenship in the Americas.

2. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue carrying out activities under the Program, such as the project “Strengthening of Democratic Values and Principles for Maintaining and Consolidating Democracy in Peru and in Latin America,” currently under way in Colombia, Guatemala, and Peru; the Cooperation Fund for Technical Assistance Missions of the Program; the project “Education for Democratic Citizenship in the Caribbean: An Online Course for Educators”; the project “The Use of Arts and the Media to Promote Civic Democracy in Children and Youth,” executed in collaboration with the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the Inter-American Committee on Culture; the project “Education for Migrant Children and Youth”; the Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy; online courses, and others included in the CIE Work Plan (2009-2011).

3. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Secretariat of Political Affairs, continue supporting the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the member states in the design and execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, and report back regularly to CIDI and to the Permanent Council.

4. To instruct the CIE, in collaboration with SEDI, the Secretariat of Political Affairs, and other relevant bodies of the inter-American system, to follow up on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.

5. To thank those member states that have contributed financial, logistical, and human resources for the Program’s activities.

6. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of the Program, taking into account the commitment established by the Ministers of Education at their Sixth Meeting, held in Quito, Ecuador, on August 12 to 14, 2009, to “urge cooperation, development, and financing agencies to work together in backing the multilateral activities of the CIE, contributing new funds which, coupled with the contributions of member states and other partners, would serve to implement the mandates” that they agreed on.

7. To request SEDI to report to the CIDI at its sixteenth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
CIDI/RES. 236 (XV-O/10)

SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES ON 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN:
Resolutions CIDI/RES. 187 (XI-O/06) and AG/RES 2211 (XXXVI-O/06), “First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and CIDI/RES. 199 (XII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07), “Report of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”; and

Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 162 (CLV-O/10), “Convocation of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI”;
CONSIDERING:

That the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 1996, instructed the Organization of American States (OAS) to coordinate follow-up on the various decisions of that Summit, and to convene the necessary meetings at the appropriate level for that purpose;
That the Declarations of the Summits of the Americas note that the ministerial meetings are producing important results in support of the mandates of the Summits process and that this cooperation should be continued;
That the Ministers and High-Level Authorities responsible for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, gathered in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, in 2006, adopted the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) 2006-2009, and decided to hold a Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development; 

That the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, called for the ministers and authorities responsible for sustainable development to meet in 2010, under the auspices of the OAS;
/ and

That it is of the utmost importance for the Hemisphere to hold a ministerial meeting on sustainable development in order to bring the priorities, needs, and recommendations of the highest authorities responsible for sustainable development in the Americas to the attention of the highest political authorities; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That in the Summits process, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas have assumed a commitment to coordinate international efforts to support sustainable development policies;
That in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) is responsible for promoting the dialogue on sustainable development and the environment as one of its priority areas;

That the Government of the Dominican Republic has offered to host the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI, which was convened by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) for October 6 to 8, 2010, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic; and
That the Government of the Dominican Republic submitted for the member states’ consideration a proposed draft agenda (CEPCIDI/doc.925/10) and recommended that the central theme for the ministerial meeting be “Toward sustainable development: challenges of climate change and risk management in the Americas,”
RESOLVES:
1. To welcome and accept with appreciation the invitation from the Government of the Dominican Republic to host the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI, in Santo Domingo from October 6 to 8, 2010.
2. To call upon the member states to participate in the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI by sending their highest authorities on sustainable development.
3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to support preparations for the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the Framework of CIDI and to submit periodic reports on the process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).
4. To request CEPCIDI to report on the implementation of this resolution to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) at its sixteenth regular meeting.  The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
CIDI/RES. 237 (XV-O/10)

EXTENSION OF THE TERM OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 
PARTNERSHIP FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 2006-2009
/ 

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)


THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 218 (XIV-O/09), AG/RES. 2474 (XXIX-O/09) and CIDI/RES. 237 (XV-O/10) “Extension of the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”;
CONSIDERING:

That Article 95 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) shall “[f]ormulate and recommend to the General Assembly a strategic plan which sets forth policies, programs, and courses of action in matters of cooperation for integral development, within the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly”;

That Article 29 of the CIDI Statutes further stipulates that the Strategic Plan “shall have a four-year planning target period, subject to adjustment when the General Assembly considers it appropriate”; and


That Articles 3.a and 23.c of the CIDI Statutes instruct CIDI to formulate and recommend the Strategic Plan to the General Assembly, and to examine and, if appropriate, adopt proposals for preparing and updating the Strategic Plan;
HAVING SEEN:
Resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), whereby the General Assembly resolved to adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, recommended by CIDI at its twelfth regular meeting; 
Resolution CIDI/RES. 178 (XI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”; and 
Resolutions CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 will end on December 31, 2010;
That a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring numerous alternatives with a view to strengthening it; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:
That the Strategic Plan is essential to coordinating policies, programs, and means of action in the area of partnership for integral development, in the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly, and of mandates from CIDI and from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and scientific and technological fields; and
That a new Strategic Plan drawn up on the basis of recommendations to strengthen CIDI will help reinforce partnership for development within the Organization of American States (OAS),

RESOLVES:

1.
To extend the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 by one year, until December 31, 2011.


2.
To request the General Assembly to authorize the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to approve, before December 31, 2011, the next Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development ad referendum of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

3.
To request CEPCIDI to report to CIDI at its seventeenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization. 

CIDI/RES. 238 (XV-O/10)

REPORT OF THE XVI INTER-AMERICAN
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 207 (XIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2384 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Report of the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 153 (CXLIX-O/09), “Convening of the Sixteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML)”; and CIDI/RES. 223 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09), “XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, from April 20 to 22, 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government acknowledged the important contributions of the ministries of labor to achieving its objectives of creating jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance and to promoting decent work and social and labor policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity; and

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote “continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market,” and in that regard they called upon “the Ministers of Labour, within the context of the OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), in collaboration with their workers’ and employers’ consultative bodies and with the support of the ILO, as appropriate, to endorse, at the 16th IACML to be held in 2009, a work programme that advances these objectives”;
/ and 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the XVI IACML was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from October 6 to 8, 2009;

That the dialogue of Ministers of Labor of the Americas chose as its leitmotiv “Facing the Crisis with Development, Decent Work, and Social Protection” in the context of growth with social inclusion, employment generation, decent work and social security, establishing an innovative intersectoral dialogue with economic and social development authorities on responses to the crisis";

That the XVI IACML adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires, CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/09 (XVI-O/09) and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/09 rev. 1 corr. 1, respectively, along with a resolution entitled “Contribution of the XVI IACML to the G-20 Process,” CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 3/09 (XVI-O/09);

That the Plan of Action of Buenos Aires, adopted at the XVI IACML, established that “the IACML renews its support and undertakes to strengthen the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL)” and that in the context of that Network the region’s labor ministries will continue bilateral and multilateral cooperation and technical assistance activities;

That the XVI IACML decided to designate the Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL), the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) as consultative bodies of the IACML, and that COSATE and CEATAL presented their declarations to the IACML, CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.27/09 rev. 1 corr. 1 and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.26/09 rev. 2, respectively;

That the XVI IACML, held in Buenos Aires in 2009, welcomed the offer by El Salvador to host the XVII IACML in 2011;

That the IACML officers, consisting of the past, present, and future chairs and the chairs and vice chairs of its working groups, together with members of COSATE and CEATAL and representatives of the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), held a working meeting on December 10 and 11, 2009, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., and adopted the 2010-2011 work schedule of the IACML in follow-up to the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires; and

That the working groups of the Conference will meet in July 2010 in the Dominican Republic and in May 2011 in Washington, D.C., to follow up on the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires, adopted at the XVI IACML, and to make recommendations to the XVII IACML,

RESOLVES:

1.
To congratulate the Government of the Republic of Argentina on the success of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML).

2.
To endorse of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires, adopted by the Ministers of Labor at the XVI IACML, which form an integral part of this resolution. 

3.
To urge the Ministers of Labor to continue their contributions to achieving the objectives established in the Declaration of Buenos Aires, adopted at the XVI IACML, and to the implementation of the Plan of Action of Buenos Aires.

4.
To thank and welcome the offer by the Government of El Salvador to host the XVII IACML in 2011. 

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to work together with staff of the labor sectors to implement the activities and agreements adopted in the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires and to report periodically on this process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).

6.
To request CEPCIDI to report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), at its sixteenth regular meeting, on the implementation of this resolution.  The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

APPENDIX I

DECLARATION OF BUENOS AIRES 2009: 

“FACING THE CRISIS WITH DEVELOPMENT, DECENT WORK, 

AND SOCIAL PROTECTION”
/

WE, THE MINISTERS PARTICIPATING IN THE XVI INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR (IACML) OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina from October 6 to 8, 2009, conscious of the effects of the international economic crisis and especially concerned about its impact on employment levels and job quality, and recognizing that the State in its role as guardian, among other roles, has a proactive part to play in promoting employment and protecting the rights of workers, propose to move forward with a variety of innovative solutions that place decent work and social protection as fundamental pillars of development:
1. In the present context of the global economic downturn, we reaffirm our commitment to integral development and the principles of international cooperation and solidarity reflected in the OAS Charter. We confirm the full force and effect of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, adopted in Lima, Peru in September 2001, and reaffirm that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing: and further, that the promotion and strengthening of democracy requires the full and effective exercise of workers’ rights.

2. We reaffirm our obligations as members of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and our commitments to promote, respect, and realize the principles in respect of the fundamental rights contained in the ILO Declaration.  In this framework, we look to the ILO Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization adopted in 2008, and to the resolution concerning the promotion of sustainable enterprises adopted at the 96th Session of the International Labor Conference for guidance.

3. We adopt the resolution “Recovery from the Crisis: A Global Jobs Pact” that came out of the 98th Session of the International Labor Conference designed to guide national and international policies aimed at stimulating economic recovery, generating jobs and providing protection to working people and their families. 

4. We recall the labor mandates of the Fourth and Fifth Summits of the Americas, in whose declarations the Heads of State and Government of the Americas reaffirmed the central role of decent work in order to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance. Further, we reaffirm our commitment to the promotion of human prosperity and will implement the specific mandate of our Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain 2009 to endorse at the Sixteenth IACML a work program that advances the objectives of the promotion of decent work. 

5. We express our concern that the present international economic crisis is affecting millions of workers in our region. The impact of the current framework requires the countries of the Americas to take complementary actions at the national and regional level, allowing for our differences and disparities, but committed to our common goals and persistent in our policies in order to maintain activity levels and to continue promoting improvements in the living standards of our peoples.

6. We recognize the positive contribution of trade among our nations to the promotion of growth, employment, and development. We will therefore continue to insist on an open, transparent and rules-based multilateral trading system. We further recognize the need for all our peoples to benefit from the increased opportunities and welfare gains that the multilateral trading system generates. We commit ourselves to continue analyzing, within the limits of our competencies, the labor dimension, the cooperation mechanisms contained therein, and the effects on employment of the regional and subregional integration processes, as well as of bilateral and multilateral free trade agreements of the Hemisphere.

7. Convinced of the need to involve society as a whole in policy shaping, we recognize that dialogue among governments and the social actors is an indispensable mechanism for generating the consensus which would enable the social, political and economic sustainability of strategies for facing the crisis and provide a broader basis of legitimacy for public policies designed to meet the fundamental needs of our peoples. 

8. We are convinced that promotion of employment levels and protection of job quality, in addition to being a prerequisite for sustainable democratic systems, are an indispensable objective in dealing with the impact of the crisis on the living standards of our peoples. 

9. Therefore, we, the Ministers of Labor of the Hemisphere, conscious of the need for the State through its public policies to play a proactive role, and to foster the accomplishment of the aforementioned objectives, adopt the following recommendations to guide the development of active labor policies in our respective countries and to serve as a frame of reference for regional exchange and cooperation measures. 

COORDINATION OF POLICIES AND PROGRAMS FOR PROMOTING EMPLOYMENT AND PROTECTING WORKERS’ RIGHTS: A GUIDING FRAMEWORK IN FACING THE CRISIS

10. We highlight the recovery and stimulus measures that have been implemented by our countries and others around the world in response to the greatest economic crisis in modern times.  We are firm in our belief that the success of our actions can be measured by the men and women engaged in dignified, decent and productive work.

11. We reaffirm our conviction of the need to continue to create innovative responses and policies to confront the economic crisis which, on one hand, should be based on an integrated approach that includes the economic, labor, social and ecological dimensions, and, on the other, should combine medium and long-term strategies and emergency measures for promoting employment and protecting workers’ rights. 

12. We declare our resolve to continue promoting employment and decent work as central issues of debates and decisions of the multilateral system, in order to face the crisis through coordinated actions and to set the foundations for a new development strategy in the context of democracy and renewed global cooperation. 

13. We will renew efforts to contribute to employment creation and preservation in collaboration with social and productive actors, other ministries and government agencies, within a framework of economic and environmental sustainability that combines management of natural resources and technological innovation in harmony with the objectives of decent work. In the same way, and embracing the postulates of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), we will promote quality employment in jobs created in the framework of an environmentally sustainable development in view of its potential to generate income, create decent work, and reduce poverty. 

14. Within the framework of the crisis, we will promote synergies between public and private investment in infrastructure, in order for project planning and execution to be oriented towards those projects that contain a high employment coefficient and that, at the same time, promote decent work and enhance job skills. 

15. Based on the foregoing, at the national level and at local levels, we believe collaboration and exchange with other ministries and organizations in the economic, educational, and social sectors to be essential in developing measures to stimulate effective demand, help to maintain the purchasing power of workers’ wages, sustain and fuel the growth of businesses, and contribute to an improvement in employment levels, inter alia, through macroeconomic stimulus packages, as appropriate.

THE ROLE OF MINISTRIES OF LABOR IN ADDRESSING THE CRISIS

16. In this time of economic crisis and, given its impact on employment, acknowledging the important role of our ministries in this context, we will strengthen labor administration capacity as a central element of all measures aimed at ensuring protection for workers, social security coverage, active employment policies, and social dialogue. The ministries of labor, as appropriate, can play a positive role contributing to the development of harmonious labor relations, healthy and safe work environments and negotiated salaries. Their contributions are key for economic recovery and prosperity with sustainable enterprises. 

17. We reaffirm our commitment to ensure the effective enforcement of our national labor laws and ensure effective observance of fundamental principles and rights at work.  We recognize that international labor standards will support economic recovery, and therefore, that their promotion is especially important at this time. 

18. We will intensify our efforts to bring a significant reduction in levels of unregistered work, implementing or strengthening labor inspection and other mechanisms to enforce national labor laws in the workplace. 

19. Recognizing the heterogeneity of the informal economy in the countries of the Hemisphere, we will encourage the adoption of measures to bring about its gradual formalization. This will help to improve working conditions and productivity, and will promote the Hemispheric Decent Work Agenda. 

20. We will foster skills development, upgrading, and retraining for workers through technical, technological, and professional training programs–coordinated with education and production needs - in order to improve their employability, with particular attention to those who will enter the labor market for the first time, those who are out of work, those in danger of losing their jobs, and the most vulnerable groups.  We will encourage the development of competencies that facilitate appropriate harnessing of the potential of new information and communication technologies (ICTs) for enterprises and workers.

21. We will improve labor competencies and certification of skills, and seek the necessary resources for public employment services, as entities responsible for promoting active policies of labor insertion, training and mobility, so that jobseekers receive adequate services.  Furthermore, we will strive to ensure the quality and availability of their services, in particular for individuals and groups most vulnerable to the crisis. 

22. We recognize the need to strengthen or implement active and passive policy instruments, in accordance with national circumstances, such as well-targeted emergency employment programs, in order to cushion the increase in unemployment, provide incomes to workers who have been laid off or are at risk of losing their jobs, and build competencies that improve the employability of workers.

23. We will promote active policies to preserve employment in those companies whose situation could affect economic activity and employment levels according to the situation of each country. We will work, in collaboration with the social partners, to find options to minimize job losses or otherwise mitigate the employment effect of the economic crisis within the framework of respect for workers rights and ongoing social dialogue.

24. We recognize the contribution of sustainable enterprises, including micro, small and medium size enterprises and other production units, to poverty reduction, wealth creation and employment generation. In current times, in some countries, there are enterprises that face a decrease in demand that, coupled with less access to credit, threatens their sustainability and could consequently lead to a decrease in jobs. Therefore, we will contribute to the creation of an enabling environment for the establishment and growth of enterprises.

25. We will redouble our efforts to promote equal treatment and equal opportunities in the world of work, so that the economic crisis does not become a pretext for increased discrimination in the labor market. We will augment our efforts, paying particular attention to vulnerable groups to provide assistance and opportunities to young people at risk, persons with disabilities, senior citizens, low-paid and less qualified workers, persons employed in the informal economy, and migrant workers, among others.

26. We will promote policies to provide full access to employment opportunities and technical, technological and professional training, as appropriate, for the population, in particular vulnerable groups, so that they can overcome poverty and social exclusion, where it exists, in the framework of policies to combat all forms of discrimination at work. 

27. We will deepen our efforts to eradicate forced and obligatory labor in all modalities, including bondage and semi-slavery, through integrated actions by the government and the society.  

28. We will work towards a continuing reduction in the gender gap, promoting a reduction of the disparities that exist between men and women in the world of work. Notwithstanding the progress made in the last decades, there are challenges that become more relevant with the current economic crisis.  We commit ourselves to reinforce the mainstreaming of the gender perspective in employment policies and promote it in recovery programs. We will strive, in the area of our competences, to ensure that all workplaces are free from violence and different forms of harassment. We will contribute to equity initiatives in the workplace that lead to a better balance between family and workplace responsibilities. 

29. We will give priority to reducing unemployment and precarious jobs for young people in the hemisphere and will redouble efforts for their inclusion in vocational training, apprenticeship, educational reentry programs and models for school to work transition, in order to increase their access to decent and productive work. 

30. We commit to protecting children from economic exploitation and from any tasks that may interfere with their education and integral development, according to the principle of the effective abolition of child labor, which is contained in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (1998), in accordance with the commitment by our Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas.   In addition, we will contribute to the adoption of coordinated national strategies to prevent and eradicate the worst forms of child labor by 2020 at the latest, in accordance with the Declaration of Commitment of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. 

31. We underscore the need for national occupational health and safety policies and programs which promote prevention and control of occupational hazards and which reaffirm the commitment of states and of employers and workers in promoting effective measures in this area, adopting an intersectoral approach. 

32. We will collaborate with ministries of health to help reduce the effects of phenomena such as pandemics or health crises which can have an impact on the health of the population and on the economy of countries and employment, by appropriate legislation and regulation and by the promotion of the design and implementation of preparedness plans in companies and workplaces, with a view to limiting the effects on workers’ health and productive activity as much as possible. 

33. We commit to making the maximum use of mechanisms, as appropriate, that allow to maintain stable industrial relations environment and prioritize negotiations between employers and workers, in order to prevent and solve disputes through negotiation, mediation, and arbitration services, thereby playing an important role in helping the economy to recover in the current crisis. 

34. We reaffirm the importance of fully protecting the human rights of migrants, regardless of their immigration status, and observance of the labor laws applicable to them, including the principles and labor rights embodied in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work. 

35. In the context of the current economic crisis, we recognize that migrant workers and their families are particularly vulnerable. We also acknowledge that families that depend on migrants’ remittances will face additional challenges. We will also step up efforts, in the area of our competencies, to combat smuggling of migrants and trafficking of persons in the world of work. 

36. We will promote the improvement of national, sectoral, and regional labor market information systems and statistics, giving priority at this stage to implementation of observatories for sectors and production units potentially affected in their activity and employment levels. 

37. We agree that the economic crisis allows us to refine our labor and employment policies and programs to improve the lives of working men and women and provide for more equitable economic growth.  In this context, we undertake to make the necessary efforts at the national level and with international technical and financial cooperation agencies, in order to provide our ministries of labor with qualified human resources and sufficient budgetary and technical means to address the immediate and longer-term challenges resulting from the present environment in an effective manner. 

38. Conscious of the benefits that accrue from the exchange of good practices and active horizontal cooperation in the inter-American framework, we agree to strengthen the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) and other horizontal cooperation mechanisms at the regional and subregional and bilateral levels, in order to promote quality employment, workforce development, and effective enforcement of labor laws in our countries.

ENCOURAGING SOCIAL DIALOGUE AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
39. We will encourage broad and inclusive social dialogue at the national level, by sectors, and at the enterprise level, since we acknowledge it as an efficient mechanism for maintaining employment levels, preserving skills, and sharing the costs of the crisis, as well as the benefits of the subsequent economic and social recovery, in a fair manner.

40. We will strengthen our efforts to promote the institutionalization of the different social dialogue practices in use in our countries and to strengthen our response to the current challenges, in which it is necessary to build consensus and reduce disagreement.

41. We stress the need to promote freedom of association and broaden collective bargaining in order to adopt agreements between parties by which to confront the effects of the crisis with the least possible costs, recognizing sectoral and productive heterogeneities.

42. We recognize that the rights of workers´ and employers´ organizations can only be exercised in a climate free from violence, pressure, or threats of any kind against the leaders and members of these organizations. We commit to ensure that this principle be fully respected.

43. We undertake to support the development of workers’ and employers’ organizations, helping to increase their capacities in defense of their interests in the crisis and to consolidate a robust social dialogue. 

STRENGTHENING SOCIAL PROTECTION IN THE CRISIS

44. We recognize the importance of social protection systems to address the needs of the most vulnerable segments of our societies, particularly in the current economic crisis. We will continue to explore models of social protection to address economic and social hardships, in balance with the need to promote labor market engagement and employability. 

45. We reiterate our conviction, expressed in previous IACML, regarding the need to strengthen and expand the coverage of social security systems, ensuring, within our areas of competence, its efficiency and transparency with effective policies that take into account the principles of universality and solidarity, provide for financial sustainability and accountability, and promote justice, equity and social inclusion, without requiring a particular management model. 

46. In an effort to ensure comprehensive coverage and fair distribution of benefits, we will seek to organize the social protection system in such a way as to combine, where appropriate, contributive and non-contributive systems in a coordinated manner. 

47. We underscore the importance of unemployment protection mechanisms (inter alia, unemployment insurance or support), especially in the present environment.  Such mechanisms should be part of a comprehensive strategy that operates in tandem with active employment policies. 

48. We will design or strengthen, depending on country circumstances, non-contributive social protection mechanisms, within the areas of our competencies, which would make it possible to manage a basic social benefits program with transfers to vulnerable and crisis-affected households.  Our goal will be to protect jobless workers in countries without unemployment insurance or workers in the informal economy against the risk of lapsing into extreme poverty. 

WE RESOLVE TO:

A. Implement a Plan of Action based on this Declaration and on the work of the XV IACML and the Fifth Summit of the Americas, and to dedicate the necessary resources to this end.

B. Establish two Working Groups as follows:

a. Working Group 1: “Decent Work to Face the Global Economic Crisis with Social Justice for a Fair Globalization” 

b. Working Group 2: “Strengthening of the Ministries of Labor to Promote Decent Work” 

C. Encourage the countries of the Hemisphere to intensify cooperation and to share knowledge, experiences and achievements in the area of employment, labor and social protection, and to exchange best practices in promoting decent work for all, in the framework of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL).

D. Express appreciation to the different international organizations for their invaluable collaboration, in particular the members of the Joint Summits Working Group: the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), etc., which have played a central role in the promotion of decent work and we urge the promotion of all regional dialogue forums with these institutions. 

E. We commend the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL), in their capacity as constructive interlocutors and consultative bodies, for their innumerable contributions to the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor. 

F. Organize the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor of the OAS in El Salvador in 2011.
APPENDIX II

PLAN OF ACTION OF BUENOS AIRES 2009

“FACING THE CRISIS WITH DEVELOPMENT, DECENT WORK, 

AND SOCIAL PROTECTION”
/
1. WE, THE MINISTERS OF LABOR, GATHERED IN BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA, FROM OCTOBER 6 TO 8, 2009, ON THE OCCASION OF THE XVI INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR (IACML) OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), undertake to implement the following Plan of Action to confront the current economic crisis from a perspective that combines development, decent  and productive work and social protection, in order to attain integral development and economic growth with greater justice and equity in our hemisphere.

A. ORGANIZATION

2. The Chair pro tempore of the XVI IACML (Argentina) in collaboration with the former Chair (Trinidad and Tobago) and the future Chair (El Salvador), with the support of the Technical Secretariat of the OAS and in consultation with the representatives of the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) and the Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL), will be responsible for promoting the implementation of the Plan of Action and for improving collaboration and coordination with key international institutions. 

B. RESOURCES

3. Member States will devote the appropriate economic, technical, and logistical resources to implement the Plan of Action with the participation of COSATE and CEATAL.   In addition, the Chair pro tempore will invite the relevant regional and international organizations to make voluntary contributions to support activities and projects included in this Plan of Action, and to facilitate the participation of the said workers’ and employers’ organizations. 

C. WORKING GROUPS

4. As described below, two Working Groups will be created, whose main objective will be to advise the IACML on the objectives of the Declaration of Buenos Aires. As such, the Groups will examine in greater depth the topics identified in this Plan of Action, facilitate the exchange of experience, provide pertinent information and studies, and follow-up on related hemispheric initiatives. 

5. In determining their activities and approach to the issues identified in this Plan of Action, the Working Groups shall adhere to the Declaration of Buenos Aires, and the Final Reports of the Working Groups submitted to the XVI IACML shall be taken into account. 

WORKING GROUP 1: “Decent Work to Face the Global Economic Crisis with Social Justice for a Fair Globalization” 

6. Working Group 1 will follow up on the Declaration of Buenos Aires from a policy perspective, paying particular attention to the responses of the ministries of labor to the current economic crisis.   It will continue to build on the work of former Working Group 1 “Decent Work as an Instrument for Development and Democracy in the Context of Globalization”.

7. Working Group 1 will address the following issues in follow-up to the Declaration of Buenos Aires and the Reports of the Working Groups:

· Articulation of economic, labor, education, environmental, and social policy; 

· Responses of governments and ministries of labor to the economic crisis and its impacts; 

· Strategies to maintain employment developed by governments, workers, and employers to mitigate the effects of the economic crisis;

· Policies, programs, and related developments concerning migrant workers;  

· Youth employment strategies and initiatives; 

· Strategies to combat child labor and eradicate its worst forms as enunciated by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas;

· Gender mainstreaming in labor and employment policies; 

· Support for micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises sustainability, and other productive units;

· Labor informality and unregistered work; 

· Contributive and non-contributive social protection policies for the unemployed;

· Labor dimension of globalization, regional integration processes, and free trade agreements;

· Policies to assist and incorporate vulnerable groups, as stated in paragraph 26 of the Declaration of Buenos Aires; 

· Promotion of fundamental principles and rights at work and experiences of good practices in social dialogue;

· Forced labor and trafficking in persons;

· Income policies within the framework of social dialogue and collective bargaining. 

WORKING GROUP 2: “Strengthening of the Ministries of Labor to Promote Decent Work” 

8. Working Group 2 will follow up on the Declaration of Buenos Aires with regard to matters concerning institutional capacity and will continue to build on the work of former Working Group 2 “Strengthening the Capacities of Ministries of Labor to Respond to the Challenges of Promoting Decent Work in the Context of Globalization”. 

9. Working Group 2 will address the following issues in follow-up to the Declaration of Buenos Aires and the Reports of the Working Groups:

· Strengthening the management capacity of ministries of labor and strategic planning processes; 

· Design and follow-up of national programs for creation of decent work; 

· International cooperation on labor matters; 

· Development, enforcement, and promotion of labor laws;  

· Labor market information systems;

· Public employment services; 

· Professional, technical, and technological training and certification of labor skills; 

· Labor inspection; 

· Occupational health and safety; and

· Social dialogue.

D. DIRECTIVES FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE WORKING GROUPS 

10. The working groups will be coordinated by the following Ministers of Labor, elected by this Conference, who can perform the functions assigned directly or through a representative:

Working Group 1: United States (Chair), Brazil (Vice Chair), and Guyana (Vice Chair). 

Working Group 2: Dominican Republic (Chair), Mexico (Vice Chair), and Canada (Vice Chair).

11. Participation in working groups will be open to all member states, as well as to COSATE and CEATAL.  The Chair pro tempore will seek the means to ensure the active participation of all member states and COSATE and CEATAL in the working groups.  The General Secretariat of the OAS will be the Technical Secretariat for the working groups and relevant regional and international organizations will be called upon to provide support and assistance.

12. The working groups will receive the support of the Technical Secretariat of the OAS and shall meet at least twice before the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor. They should also decide on a timetable for the activities contained in this Plan of Action by February 2010, bearing in mind the complementary nature of their activities and based on the earlier experiences of the working groups.  

E. INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK FOR LABOR ADMINISTRATION

13. The IACML renews its support and undertakes to strengthen the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL, by its Spanish acronym), inasmuch as it constitutes a valuable mechanism for the institutional and technical strengthening of ministries of labor as well as for dissemination and exchange among countries of policies to mitigate the international crisis.  

14. The IACML entrusts its officers (troika, chairs and vice chairs of the working groups) with reviewing the RIAL Operations Guide; exploring the most appropriate participation, decision, follow-up, and evaluation mechanisms regarding the operation of the RIAL, including its Cooperation Fund; and preparing a proposal in this regard. 

15. The RIAL will continue with its assigned activities, carry out those suggested in the Final Reports of Working Groups 1 and 2, and include such new areas as may be considered necessary in the framework of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the XVI IACML.

16. The Technical Secretariat will continue to coordinate the RIAL activities, following the priorities defined by the ministries of labor of the Hemisphere at the XVI IACML and with the broadest participation of its members.

17. Member states will make every effort to ensure the effective operation of the RIAL, including making financial and technical contributions, and the Technical Secretariat will continue to explore possible sources of financing. Recognizing that this cooperation goes beyond financial assistance, mechanisms will be promoted for the exchange of experience, dialogue, intraregional cooperation, and technical assistance, among others. 

18. Committed to strengthening the RIAL, member states will regularly provide information on their ongoing programs, including best practices, to the RIAL Portfolio of Programs. The Technical Secretariat will regularly update a database on programs in the Hemisphere as the basis for exchange and horizontal cooperation activities. In this effort, we request the Technical Secretariat to work in coordination with other international agencies. 

CIDI/RES. 239 (XV-O/10)

REPORT OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
COMMITTEE ON PORTS: “DECLARATION OF PANAMA ON 
GUIDELINES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PORT PROTECTION”

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/CIP/RES. 85 (V-07), “Draft Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection,” and CIDI/CIP/RES. 107 (VI-10), “Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection”; and

CONSIDERING:


That the Inter-American Committee on Ports at its sixth regular meeting, held in Panama City, Panama, in March 2010, approved by consensus the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection; and


That the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) requested that the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection be referred to the OAS General Assembly at its fortieth regular session for its consideration and for it to recommend the implementation thereof to the member state governments,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection, adopted during the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), held in Panama City from March 21 to 24, 2010.

2. To instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider the request by the Inter-American Committee on Ports to disseminate the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat of the CIP, to present to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) the documents to be considered by the CIP and its organs in good time and to report to it periodically on its activities.

4. To request CEPCIDI to report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) at its next regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.

5. The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
CIDI/RES. 240 (XV-O/10)

INTER-AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS NETWORK (RIAC)
/
(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009,” in which the General Assembly resolved to adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, recommended by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) at its twelfth regular meeting, and resolution AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), “Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009,” which extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 until December 31, 2010;


RECOGNIZING the contributions that international and inter-American institutions make to complement the efforts of the member states to improve their competitiveness;

CONSIDERING:

That the Heads of State and Government, in the Declaration of Commitment of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, recognized “that there are significant differences in the levels of development and the size of our respective economies. Accordingly, we must continue to make a particular effort to promote sustainable development in small and vulnerable economies of the Hemisphere by enhancing their competitiveness, human and institutional capacity-building, financial and physical infrastructure, as well as the development of information and communication technologies (ICT) and the development of the business sector and other productive economic sectors, including tourism. We will also continue to support the national development efforts of middle-income countries to achieve the objectives of the Millennium Declaration, emphasizing the reduction of poverty and the eradication of extreme poverty. We will work, as appropriate, in coordination with the relevant international institutions and organizations to improve the effectiveness of aid and development cooperation with middle-income countries. In this context, we also recognize the challenges faced by the land-locked countries of the Hemisphere”;
/ and

That in that Declaration of Commitment, the Heads of State and Government stated that, “To reduce poverty and hunger, eradicate extreme poverty, create dignified and decent work, and raise the standard of living of all our people, we must achieve higher levels of business development and sustainable economic growth with equity. Subject to the domestic laws of each country, we will continue to promote diversified economic activity in the energy, transport, tourism, communications, services, financial services, and agricultural sectors. We are committed to facilitating investment and public-private partnerships in infrastructure and other relevant sectors in order to promote business development, economic growth and social development with equity. We will continue to promote increased corporate social responsibility and improved competitiveness, to which the Americas Competitiveness Forum in Chile in 2009 will contribute.”;
/
BEARING IN MIND that, according to the Strategic Plan, “the promotion of economic diversification and integration, trade liberalization, and market access can lead, through expanded market and investment opportunities, to enhanced economic development, job creation, and poverty reduction in member states,” and that mandates in that area established in that Plan include a focus on “promoting cooperation to support activities that enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smaller economies, including a multilateral policy dialogue on the issue of competitiveness and the promotion of public-private partnerships”;


CONSIDERING that on the occasion of the III Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in Santiago, Chile, in September 2009, the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) initiative was presented;


TAKING NOTE as well that the Competitiveness Councils, gathered on the occasion of the Forum, reaffirmed the need for the countries of the Hemisphere to have mechanisms for high-level dialogue to foster cooperation, policy discussion and review, the exchange of experiences and best practices, and the adoption of joint initiatives to strengthen the competitiveness of their economies and, thereby, the competitiveness of the Americas as a whole;


BEARING IN MIND ALSO that some ministers of finance and industry present at the III Americas Competitiveness Forum emphasized the importance of the launch of RIAC; and


TAKING ACCOUNT OF the meeting of the Permanent Council held on January 27, 2010, at which an oral report was given on the II Americas Competitiveness Forum, held in Santiago, Chile, different member state representatives expressed their congratulations on the II Competitiveness Forum and indicated the importance of the matter discussed at the event,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the launch of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) and to invite all OAS member states to consider their participation therein.

2.
To express its appreciation to Chile for its efforts in hosting the III Americas Competitiveness Forum.

3.
To take note that the IV Americas Competitiveness Forum will be held from November 14 to 16, 2010, in Atlanta, Georgia, United States of America.

4.
To note that the Governments of the Dominican Republic and Colombia have made formal offers to host subsequent meetings of the Americas Competitiveness Forum.


5.
To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to present to the Permanent Executive Committeee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) a roadmap containing actions it seeks to carry out in the future, in the event the states designate it as Technical Secretariat, for proper operation of the RIAC.

6.
To urge the member states to support programs and initiatives to promote integration, cooperation, and partnership, and to enhance competitiveness and promote social development and sustainable economic growth with equity and social inclusion in the countries of the region, and to instruct the General Secretariat to lend support, as appropriate, to the member states in this effort. 

7.
To request the General Secretariat to report to CIDI at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.  The execution of the activities envisaged herein shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

CIDI/RES. 241 (XV-O/10)

CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

CONSIDERING:

That socioeconomic development and environmental protection are interdependent pillars of sustainable development, of which poverty eradication is an essential target;

That climate change generates adverse impacts throughout the Hemisphere, causing a deterioration in the quality of life and the environment for present and future generations;

That the most recent scientific evidence, including the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) of the United Nations, indicates that it is necessary to set ambitious goals to make it possible to stabilize the Earth’s temperature in the medium and long terms;

That the Organization of American States (OAS) member states and the international community share the responsibility of finding effective and equitable solutions to climate change in accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and their respective capabilities;

That the OAS has adopted resolutions to support the efforts of the member states in this area, including AG/RES. 1674 (XXIX-O/99) "Climate Change in the Americas," AG/RES. 1736 (XXX-O/00), and AG/RES. 1821 (XXXI-O/01), “The Socioeconomic and Environmental Impact of Climate Change on the Countries of the Hemisphere”; and
That 2010 is a key year for demonstrating our commitment with regard to the global challenge of climate change,
RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitments expressed in the relevant instruments, resolutions, and declarations on sustainable development and climate change within the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS).

2. To continue and augment the efforts made through the OAS to counteract the adverse impacts of climate change, strengthen the climate change adaptation capabilities of the states, and of populations and ecosystems vulnerable to climate change, and enhance our efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions.

3. To urge all OAS member states to work together to ensure the success of the Sixteenth Conference of the Parties (COP 16) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the Sixth Meeting of Parties (COP-MOP 6) of the Kyoto Protocol, scheduled to take place in Mexico from November 29 to December 10, 2010.

4. To provide the support of the OAS member states to the Government of Mexico, as host country of the two meetings.

5. To urge the member states to seek an agreed, equitable, and effective outcome, the product of an inclusive and transparent process in Cancun, taking into account all the negotiating positions.

6.
To request the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to report to CIDI, at its sixteenth regular meeting, on the implementation of this resolution.

CIDI/RES. 242 (XV-O/10)

REPORT OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF
OF EDUCATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Approved at the meeting held on May 13, 2010)

THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 209 (XIII-O/08) “Report of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI,” and CIDI/RES. 222 (XIV-O/09) “Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI;” and

Resolutions AG/RES. 2386 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Report of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI,” and AG/RES. 2478 (XXXIX-O/09) “Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”;

CONSIDERING:

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government recognized the importance of access to education as a core component of the fight against poverty and inequality in our countries and committed to improving both access to and the quality of basic education, recognizing that providing educational opportunities is an investment in the future of the peoples of the Americas; and


That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to achieving a gross secondary education enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010 and called on the ministers of education, with the support of the Organization of American States (OAS), specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs.  These strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should encourage innovation and creativity;
/

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that it is incumbent on the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, to foster dialogue to promote the development of education as one of its priority areas; and

CONSIDERING:


That the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI was held in Quito, Ecuador, from August 12 to 14, 2009;


That the dialogue of ministers was focused on the theme “Better opportunities for the youth of the Americas: Rethinking secondary education,” and that options were considered for transforming secondary education, including proposals for curriculum renovation and its relationship to social integration, the world of work, and development plans; the strengthening of educational exchange and regional cooperation; and possible strategies and financing for moving forward; and

That the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI adopted the Declaration of Quito: “Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education” (CIDI/RME/DEC. 1/09),
RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate the Government of Ecuador for the success of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI.

2. To take note of the Declaration of Quito, adopted by the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, which is an integral part of this resolution.

3.
To request the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to make efforts to follow up and implement the ministerial decisions, including on the adoption of the Inter-American Program on Comprehensive Early Childhood Care.
4.
To request the CIE, with support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to follow up on the recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI and to support their implementation.

5.
To request the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) at its sixteenth regular meeting on the implementation of this resolution.  The activities identified herein for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

APPENDIX

DECLARATION OF QUITO

BETTER OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE YOUTH OF THE AMERICAS:

RETHINKING SECONDARY EDUCATION
/
(Adopted at the closing session held on August 14, 2009 – 

Revised by the Style Committee)

WE, THE MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Quito, Ecuador, from August 12 to 14, 2009, for the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI, declare the following:

1. We affirm that equal and timely access to education is a human right and that quality education is essential, a public good and a priority that forms the central pillar on which our societies are built. Quality secondary education is an essential ingredient for the successful access and insertion of youth into post-secondary, tertiary and higher education, personal development, and an active civic life.

2. We will redouble our efforts to fulfill the commitment of our Heads of State and Government at the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in 1998, taken up again and reformulated at the Fifth Summit of the Americas , held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in 2009, to achieve a gross secondary school enrollment rate of at least 75% by no later than 2010 and, with the support of the OAS, specialized regional and international institutions responsible for the follow-up of the Millennium Development Goals and the Commitments of Education for All and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible for all our youth by no later than 2015, especially for the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs.  These strategies must be rooted in the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective, ethnic diversity, and youth cultures, and also encouraging innovation and creativity.

3. There are enormous challenges in meeting the commitment to guarantee quality secondary education for all, given that, in many settings, the demands by the various players in society exceed the resources available in the system, be they economic, social, institutional, human, or organizational. At the same time, we recognize that the commitments in this Declaration of Quito must be translated into actual and institutionalized practices in each of our countries. In countries in which secondary education has been established as compulsory, it is essential that it be of high quality, free of charge, and accessible to all.

4. Education is one of the principal vehicles of the social mobility needed for countries to develop, as it promotes greater social equity and access to opportunities, which are prerequisites for overcoming the exclusion, poverty, and marginalization that affect many youth in the region. We consider that it is essential, especially in the context of today’s global economic crisis to prioritize financing of quality education of all kinds and at every level, as an investment in the future of our peoples and societies. We recommend that our governments review financial strategies for fostering education in our Hemisphere that envisage greater public funding for this sector and, at the same time, promote cooperation strategies and partnerships between the public and private sectors.

5. Dialogue, exchange, and international cooperation can boost and enrich our national efforts, by generating the resources, knowledge and partnerships needed to achieve a genuine transformation of secondary education that will yield concrete benefits for everyone. Working with the OAS, through its Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), and in coordination with international organizations and agencies, other donors, and civil society, we pledge to develop a regional cooperation plan to strengthen secondary education, with clear goals and the resources needed to foster exchange and cooperation among countries.

6. Against a backdrop of scant resources and growing social demand for secondary education, we emphasize the need to explore innovative and flexible education supply strategies that promote access, retention, reinsertion of those who have dropped out of school, and quality in secondary education, especially in rural and marginalized urban populations, indigenous peoples and other groups that have been historically excluded, migrants and/or other socially vulnerable groups. Taking into account national realities, education policy must consider the experiences and unique characteristics of these groups in order to provide them with relevant and quality education, and create conditions to ensure access to, and improve retention in, secondary education for the most vulnerable sectors.

7. We commit to strengthen mechanisms of participation of youth in decisions related to their own educational development and in the creation of public policies aimed at them. We commit to consider the proposals of adolescents and youth in our discussions and decisions concerning the commitments adopted at this Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, and instruct the CIE, through our Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, to follow up on the agreements adopted.

8. We recognize the importance of using a secondary education model that allows students to build a career that combines general education, personal development, and preparation for the world of work and that enables them to develop decision-making skills in keeping with their own interests and particular circumstances, both in choosing a higher education option and in developing future employment prospects.

9. We recognize the need to strengthen curricula according to national and sub-national policies and priorities so that they are relevant to the demands of the contemporary world.  Comprehensive education in the 21st century should ensure the incorporation of youth cultures and consider different socio-cultural contexts and the knowledge, values of indigenous peoples and other groups that have been historically excluded, the development of specific policies for inclusion and youth citizenship, and the development of creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship.  Furthermore, it should emphasize and promote a critical understanding of society, knowledge of and respect for human rights, democracy, diversity, inclusion, non-discrimination, inter-culturalism, the environment, sex education and addiction prevention, among others.

10. We recognize the implications of the HIV pandemic for youth in all the countries of the Hemisphere as a major problem that poses an enormous challenge for national governments, as set forth in the Ministerial Declaration “Preventing through Education” of the First Meeting of Ministers of Health and Education to Stop HIV and STIs in Latin America and the Caribbean in the framework of the XVII International AIDS Conference, held in Mexico City, in August 2008. We commit to promoting the development of strategies and programs aimed at the prevention of these problems in our schools.

11. We recognize the importance of strengthening technical, professional, and vocational training, as well as other skills relevant to the development needs of our countries, in order to create local and regional capacity for innovation and to forge community, local, national, and regional development projects.

12. We underscore the importance of developing accreditation and certification systems for core competencies and work-related skills, recognizing the knowledge and skills acquired by youth in the world of work or other settings, in order to reinforce the processes of inclusion and reinsertion of students who have dropped out of the formal education system before completing their schooling.

13. We agree on the need to promote measures for youth outside the school system in order to foster their integration into society in both educational and work settings.  We consider that these socio-educational measures should be coordinated with formal education systems to encourage the completion of middle (or secondary) school studies and to facilitate continuing education.

14. We recognize the need for increased articulation or coordination of educational subsystems of national systems, in particular, of secondary or high school curricula with tertiary or higher education and technical education curricula, the purpose being to ensure students equal access and facilitate free movement throughout the educational system, from early childhood into adulthood.

15. Considering the fundamental role of teachers in education, we reaffirm the commitment to adopt cooperation mechanisms for the development of pre-service education and professional development of teachers that respond to the demands of 21st century education. We entrust the CIE to follow up on this issue through the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network (ITEN), to which we give our full backing.

16. We agree to the need to strengthen the national systems of information and evaluation of education, such as the participation in international assessment instruments, in order to advance strategies to consolidate quality secondary education.

17. We recognize with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, given its contribution to strengthening a democratic and non-violent culture, through formal and non-formal education, promoting the participation of youth in an active and meaningful way in the decisions that affect them. We encourage the inclusion in secondary school education programs and curricula of the principles contained in international instruments aimed at promoting and protecting human rights and democracy, such as, the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, in accordance with each country’s legal system. Furthermore we support the implementation, in the framework of the Inter-American Program, of new initiatives to stimulate participation and leadership by secondary school students.

18. We endorse the concerns of our Ministers of Foreign Affairs expressed in the Declaration of San Pedro Sula, “Toward a culture of non-violence,” adopted at the thirty-ninth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, and we commit to promote public policies and educational programs aimed at bringing about a cultural transformation geared to eradicating violence, particularly intraschool and domestic violence and that against women, children and youth, caused by cultural, economic, social, ethnic, political, and other factors.

19. We recognize that the study and practice of art, culture and sports strengthen identity and personal development, forge better interpersonal relations, develop a greater sense of social responsibility, increase discipline, and enhance the interest in learning. We encourage the promotion of the inclusion of cultural, artistic, and sporting contents and activities in secondary school study programs. We support the efforts of the CIE to collaborate with the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) in designing initiatives that promote creativity and strengthen cultural learning for youth through the education system, pooling their experiences and social backgrounds for dialogue and exchange with others. We recognize the importance to promote the strengthening of the cultural content of educational programs, in particular those directed at youth to promote the development of their cultural identity, foster intercultural dialogue, and create a greater awareness and respect for cultural and linguistic diversity.

20. We reaffirm our Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education adopted at the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from November 12 to 14, 2007, in which we undertook to increase quality comprehensive early childhood education coverage, in accordance with each member state’s possibilities and with the long-term goal of universalizing its integral care for the very young. We express our satisfaction at the progress in implementing the mandates that we agreed to on that occasion and, in the inter-American framework, under the coordination of the CIE. In order to give this greater impetus and visibility, we have agreed to entrust CIE to develop an Inter-American Program on Comprehensive Attention to Early Childhood, to which we will give a firm support.

21. We recognize the importance of broadening access to the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in secondary education as a factor that will contribute to young people’s preparation and their appropriation of knowledge, tools that are needed to mainstream active and democratic citizens into the political, social, cultural, and productive sectors.  We pledge to continue working toward universal access of young people to ICTs and their integration into secondary education, as well as preparing schoolteachers in the teaching-learning process, in order to gain access to knowledge reducing the digital divide.  We instruct the CIE to incorporate these subjects into processes of horizontal cooperation, technical assistance, and exchange of experiences.

22. We recognize the importance of implementing policies in the education sector, aimed at promoting technological innovation and scientific development.  We pledge to promote and support programs and policies that foster the active participation of young people in innovation, science and technology initiatives, bearing in mind their expectations and vocations, in keeping with the human, social, cultural, and productive development needs of our countries.

23. We express our satisfaction that the CIE has made a positive contribution to the development and improvement of educational policy in member states.  In this regard, it should be noted that the CIE has become a valuable forum for ensuring that the political mandates emanating from this and prior ministerial meetings receive appropriate technical support and follow-up. We also recognize the important support represented by the existence in this process of a special fund to provide seed money to implement projects that respond to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and ministerial meetings in the area of education, and we urge cooperation, development, and financing agencies to work together in backing the multilateral activities of the CIE, contributing new funds which, coupled with the contributions of member states and other partners, would serve to implement the mandates that we adopt today.

24. We instruct the CIE, with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to draw up a Work Plan for 2009-2012, the central objective of which should be to implement and follow up on our decisions, with special attention to lines of action such as: (1) strengthening of horizontal cooperation and technical assistance processes; (2) promotion and monitoring of policies of equity, quality and inclusion, and experiences of innovation; (3) strengthening of pre-service education and professional development of teachers; (4) financing and resource mobilization based on the criteria of equity, quality, and efficiency; (5) strengthening of strategies, mechanisms, and entities to promote the participation of youth; and (6) the use of information and communication technologies.

25. We instruct the CIE Authorities to convene a meeting for this purpose by February 2010 at the latest.  In that connection, we entrust the CIE with seeking partnerships with other organizations in order to put together resources to support implementation of the Work Plan and with reporting on progress made in its implementation at our next ministerial meeting and also to other appropriate political organs in the framework of the OAS.

26. We thank the people and Government of Ecuador for the special welcome they have extended to us during this Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI. In particular, we would like to acknowledge the leadership of the Ministry of National Education of Ecuador in ensuring the success of this event.

CIDI/RES. 243 (XV-O/10)

THE IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM COOPERATION IN THE AMERICAS
/
(Approved at the meeting held on May 13, 2010)


THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XX-E/94), “General Policy Framework and Priorities:  Partnership for Development”; AG/RES. 1426 (XXVI-O/96), “Support for OAS Tourism Activities”; CIDI/RES. 17 (II-O/97) and AG/RES. 1517 (XXVII-O/97), “Sustainable Tourism Development”; AG/RES 2083 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises”; AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05), “XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009)”; AG/RES. 2212 (XXXVI-O/06), “Fostering the Development of Tourism”; and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations”;

RECOGNIZING:


The significant contribution of the tourism sector to the economies of the member states, the important role tourism plays in poverty reduction, the creation of employment, rest, recreation, entrepreneurship opportunities, and the development of micro, small, and medium enterprises, as well as its multiplier effect and excellent potential for long-term growth;


The ability of the tourism sector to be a catalyst for growth, particularly in the aftermath of the recent economic downturn; and


The immediate and long-term adverse impacts of natural disasters on the socioeconomic development of the countries and regions affected, including the adverse impact on the tourism industry;

Aware of:


The need to continue to promote tourism, which has become the principal foreign exchange earner for many of the economies of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), particularly the smaller ones;


The significant contribution of the tourism sector to the gross domestic product and to employment in the economies of OAS member states; and


The concern of the member states regarding the scale and consequences of natural and man-made disasters, which demonstrate the need to mitigate their impact; 


AWARE ALSO that tourism development must entail protection of the environment and of biological, cultural, and historical diversity;
CONSIDERING:


The need for continuous international and regional cooperation in the sustainable development of tourism;


That partnership and increased dialogue between the private and public sectors are fundamental to the effective development and sustainability of tourism;


That sustainable management of the tourism sector can enhance its capacity to provide important economic and social benefits that support the livelihood of families and local communities and to improve the quality of life of individuals and society; 


That during the First Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities of Sustainable Development in the Framework of CIDI, the Ministers affirmed the need to advance policies and initiatives that support sustainable tourism, including the exchange of information, the promotion of educational and awareness programs regarding the conservation of natural and cultural patrimonies, micro-financing opportunities for small-scale enterprises, and other mechanisms;
That many of the tourism activities in the Hemisphere are carried out by micro, small, and medium enterprises, and that the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) has supported the efforts of member states, including numerous initiatives throughout the Hemisphere, to promote and strengthen their competitiveness;


That natural and man-made disasters have the potential to adversely impact the tourism sector, particularly the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium tourism enterprises;

That sustainable tourism development is one of the pillars of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009; and


The importance of urgently reducing the vulnerability of the tourism sector in the member states to natural hazards through the development of national natural disaster risk reduction strategies, mutual assistance, technical cooperation, land-use planning, and improvement of building codes oriented to the tourism sector,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the General Secretariat to increase its efforts to support member states in fostering tourism development, particularly promoting the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium tourism enterprises.

2. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to explore the possibility of expanding the “Technical Assistance Program for Small Hotels:  Strengthening of the competitiveness of micro, small, and medium hotel enterprises and creation of regional partnership mechanisms” to the other member states.

3. To foster cooperation, coordination, and synergies of efforts among the Organization of American States (OAS), financial institutions, specialized agencies, regional and subregional organizations, social actors, and other entities that support tourism development and competitiveness in the OAS member states, addressing priority issues for the sector.

4. To request SEDI to hold the corresponding consultations with the member countries and to present a brief and succinct document on the advisability of holding a tourism fair.

5. To continue working in close collaboration with other multilateral and regional private and public sector agencies to develop and adopt an integral education, skills development, and training strategy, which includes the most recent environmentally sustainable technologies and focuses on the professionalization of the sector seeking to improve the performance, productivity, and competitiveness of micro, small, and medium size enterprises in the hospitality and tourism sectors to increase their competitiveness.

6. To urge the Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Sustainable Development from the Hemisphere, in the context of their efforts to follow up on implementation of the Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, to consider, at their next meeting, scheduled to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, the importance of sustainable tourism.

7. To instruct the General Secretariat, through SEDI, to support the member states in their considerations to design and implement regional and subregional programs to improve the performance of the tourism sector and to increase its resilience to disasters, particularly natural disasters, and reactivate the economies affected by them.

8. To instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to explore the possibility of convening the Inter-American Travel Congress and, if it is convened, to request SEDI to support its preparation.

9. To instruct CEPCIDI to assess the feasibility and the advisability of creating an Inter-American Committee on Tourism Development.

10. To request CEPCIDI to report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) at its sixteenth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
CIDI/RES. 244 (XV-O/10)

EXTENSION OF THE MANDATE OF THE CEPCIDI WORKING GROUP
TO STRENGTHEN CIDI AND ITS ORGANS

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)
THE Inter-American Council for Integral Development,
HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 192 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 193 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08), and CIDI/RES. 228 (XIV-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms,” and

Resolutions AG/RES. 2303 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”, AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” and AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;

REITERATING the importance of strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its organs, as well as political dialogue and technical cooperation mechanisms, with a view to enhancing their efficiency and effectiveness;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring various opportunities with a view to strengthening it;
That, in that context, CEPCIDI established a working group charged with “consider[ing] various alternatives to strengthen CIDI and its organs and to improve their operations”;  

That the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (MB/IACD) is in the process of making recommendations on the strengthening of CIDI;  and
That the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI has been carrying out its tasks since 2008 and making progress with its analysis;  

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT MOREOVER that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) of the Permanent Council is carrying out a prioritization and re-engineering process for the General Secretariat; and

RECALLING the importance of the work undertaken in Playa del Carmen in October 2008, and reinforced by the CIDI Specialized Meeting of High-level Cooperation Authorities through the Consensus of Bogotá, adopted in October 2009 to strengthen CIDI,

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the progress made by the Working Group to Strengthen the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), extend its mandate to the sixteenth regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and request the Working Group to submit its recommendations to CEPCIDI before April 30, 2011.

2. To recognize the leadership of the Chair of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI, Mr. Darren Rogers, Alternate Representative of Canada to the Organization of American States.

3. To instruct the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI to also take into account in its analysis the recommendations contained in the Course of Action of Playa del Carmen and the Consensus of Bogotá.

4. To instruct the Working Group that, in the recommendations submitted to the CEPCIDI, to take into account for reference purposes the agreements of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) of the Permanent Council on the establishment of priorities for the General Secretariat.

5. To request CEPCIDI that, if in considering possible courses of action aimed at strengthening CIDI, its organs, and the mechanisms for political dialogue and technical cooperation, it determines the need to make amendments to CIDI, CEPCIDI, the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI), and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), including its Statutes or the Rules of Procedure, these be approved ad referendum of the General Assembly, as pertinent.

6. To request CEPCIDI to report to CIDI, at its sixteenth regular meeting, on the implementation of this resolution.  The activities identified for execution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

CIDI/RES. 245 (XV-O/10) 

EXISTING MECHANISMS FOR DISASTER PREVENTION AND RESPONSE
AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AMONG THE MEMBER STATES

(Approved during the meeting held on May 13, 2010)
THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative”; and AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”; 


REAFFIRMING the concern of the member states regarding the scale, frequency, and consequences of disasters, which demonstrate the need to provide a rapid and joint response, and to further coordinate and strengthen existing regional and subregional mechanisms, taking into account existing mechanisms and activities, such as the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), the Coordination Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC), the Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Response (CAPRADE), and the specialized meeting of MERCOSUR on Socio-Natural Disaster Risk Reduction and Humanitarian Assistance (REHU), to improve coordination and humanitarian assistance among member states and strengthen the development of prevention and disaster risk reduction activities in the region. 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Hyogo Framework for Action: 2005-2015 was adopted with the consensus of the international community and comprises a set of practical benchmarks to reduce disaster risk; 

RECOGNIZING that within the framework of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) each state has a national platform that addresses the strategic objectives and priorities for action under the Hyogo Framework for Action for disaster risk reduction; and that there is an existing entity serving as the focal point responsible for situation analysis, formulation of policies and action plans, and implementation, monitoring, and regular review of disaster risk management activities; 
NOTING the Second Encounter on National Mechanisms and Networks for Risk Reduction, held in Santa Marta, Colombia, from April 14 to 16, 2010, with the support of the Organization of American States (OAS) Department of Sustainable Development and of the Secretariat of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), the purpose of which was to share successful experiences and best practices in the area of disaster risk management and adaptation to climate change;

REITERATING the necessity and importance of international coordination aimed at strengthening national and subregional risk reduction and disaster response efforts, as was once again demonstrated in connection with the disasters that struck Haiti and Chile, along with the events that took place in Mexico and Brazil, in the first four months of 2010; 
CONVINCED of the importance of reaching a commitment among member states that will allow the timely and effective exchange of information, tools, successful experiences, and best practices among countries, international agencies, regional and subregional institutions and organizations, social actors, and civil society entities, in respect of risk management, disaster assistance, avoiding duplication of efforts, and combining synergies of existing mechanisms in the interest of the region; 
TAKING NOTE of the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance, held on September 25, 2009, at which it was decided to form a joint working group of the member states, and taking account of the draft Work Plan approved by that Group (GTC/DAH-1/09 rev. 6);


EMPHASIZING that the Working Group will prepare a draft diagnostic assessment of existing regulatory and coordination mechanisms in the area of natural disasters and humanitarian assistance, which would consider the coordination work that could be performed by the Organization and include the advisability of updating it, submitting a proposal for action; 
TAKING NOTE of the second and third meetings of the Working Group, held on April 8 and 9, 2010, on “International Agencies, Regional Organizations, Humanitarian, and Financial Organizations That Finance Humanitarian Assistance” and “Risk Reduction Management–Prevention Mechanisms”; 
TAKING NOTE ALSO of the holding of the Third Meeting of the Forum on Coordination and Cooperation of Subregional Agencies for Disaster Risk Management in the Americas, in Lima, on May 31, 2010, with the participation of the Executive Secretary of CEPREDENAC, the Executive Director of CDEMA, the President of CAPRADE, and the President of REHU;

TAKING NOTE FURTHER of the Third Regional Meeting of International Humanitarian Assistance Mechanisms, scheduled to take place in Buenos Aires on June 17 and 18, 2010, and organized by the Argentine Republic, with the support of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the Governments of Mexico and Brazil; and

TAKING NOTE AS WELL of the announcement by the Government of Mexico that it will host, during the second half of 2010, a specialized technical workshop to assess alternatives for rapid and coordinated response to natural disasters in the region,

RESOLVES:

1.
To encourage the efforts of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response in connection with strengthening existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance among the member states.

2.
To emphasize the work already done by the Working Group in connection with performing a joint diagnostic assessment of existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance and encouraging its future actions.

3.
To urge the General Secretariat and the member states to continue to support implementation of the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09), with assistance from international, subregional, and nongovernmental organizations, social actors, including civil society organizations, and experts involved in this process.

4.
To express its interest in the outcomes of the meetings held by the Working Group as important inputs for the fulfillment of its mandate, especially the proposals put forward for improving coordination in the event of disasters.


5.
To express as well its interest in the results of other specialized meetings that could contribute to fulfillment of the mandate entrusted to the Working Group.

6.
To invite the member states to participate in the meetings of the Working Group: “Strengthening Humanitarian Assistance” and “Regional Coordination System,” contributing, based on their experiences and through the presence of experts on relevant subjects, and of international and subregional organizations and social actors, especially civil society organizations and nongovernmental organizations working in these areas.

7.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	The delegation of Bolivia stated that this document must be evaluated with the cooperation authorities and under the terms of the new Political Constitution of the Plurinational State of Bolivia. 
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�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.


�.	The Government of Venezuela reiterates the content of its reservations to the FTAA formulated in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summit of the Americas (paragraph 15 of the Declaration of Quebec City and paragraph 6-A of the Plan of Action; and paragraph 12 of the Declaration of Nuevo León), as well as in resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas,” and previous resolutions with the same title.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.


�.	This document has been distributed as CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/09 (XVI-O/09) rev. 1. 


�.	This document has been distributed as CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/09 rev. 2.


�.	The Governments of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Republic of Nicaragua express their reservation to this resolution as they consider that integral development in the region can only be promoted through policies that promote integration, cooperation, complementarity, and solidarity. 


�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.


�.	Ibid.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.


�.	This document has been distributed as CIDI/RME/DEC. 1/09 rev. 1 corr 1.


�.	The Governments of the Republic of Nicaragua and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela believe that tourism should be viewed as a social process to benefit the entire community and to improve the quality of life of host communities. They also note for the record that the promotion of integral development in the region can only be done through policies to promote integration, cooperation, complementarity, and solidarity. 
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