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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY WORLD CONFERENCE OF RELIGIONS FOR PEACE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization World Conference of Religions for Peace.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by World Conference of Religions for Peace in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1.
Background
World Conference of Religions for Peace (Religions for Peace) is a non-profit organization created in 1970 and legally incorporated on October 26, 1987 in New York, United States of America, with the mission to advance common action among the diverse religious communities of the world to promote peace, reduce poverty and protect the environment.
Religions for Peace works in more than 70 countries around the world and its World Council comprises 60 international senior religious leaders, representing Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Sikhism, Shinto, Taoism, Zoroastrianism, as well as indigenous faiths. 


Religions for Peace conducts educational campaigns and training seminars with local communities and religious leaders to strengthen their capacity to facilitate dialogue and resolve conflict between different ethnic or religious groups, and prevent violence and discrimination against women and children.  Religions for Peace also participates in conferences of the United Nations and its subsidiary bodies, the Alliance of Civilizations, the Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions and other international forums, in which senior religious leaders present recommendations to achieve the millennium development goals, and disarmament, among other issues.


Religions for Peace has financed its activities through grants from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United States Department of Health and Human Services, United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Norway and Denmark, Ford Foundation, Australian Multicultural Foundation, and Plan International, among others.

Religions for Peace presented its application to be registered with the OAS on April 22, 2010. 

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



World Conference of Religions for Peace
Address:


777 United Nations Plaza 9th Floor




New York, NY 20017





USA

Telephone:



(212) 687-2163
Fax:



(212) 983-0098
E-mail address:



info@religionsforpeace.org; informes@religionesporlapaz.org 
Website:


www.religionsforpeace.org
Secretary General:

William Vendley
Regional Director for Latin 

America and the Caribbean:
Elias Szczytnicki
Date of foundation:

October 26, 1987
3.
Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Religions for Peace is a coalition of religious leaders working to promote cooperation and peace across different faiths and cultures. The main areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting the peaceful resolution of conflicts between different ethnic, cultural and religious groups through statements condemning violence and facilitating dialogue among the groups involved, especially through its Global Youth Network;

· Contributing to the awareness of issues related to nuclear non-proliferation, reduction of small arms purchases and illegal trading, and eradication of landmines through participation in international conferences on these topics, and carrying out educational campaigns and training seminars with local leaders on the risks and ethical dilemmas posed by small arms and landmines;
· Preventing gender-based violence and protecting children affected by conflict through the elaboration of publications, tool kits, and videos, and build the capacity of communities and religious leaders to engage in advocacy efforts and identify actions to respond to violence; and
· Advancing poverty alleviation and environmental conservation by organizing international conferences and engaging in advocacy programs in international organizations and national governments to promote the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, especially those related to poverty, gender equality and environmental sustainability.
4. OAS Work Areas to which the CSO can provide support

Religions for Peace offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas: 
· Present recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council;
· Offer input and recommendations to the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council regarding non-proliferation and the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, particularly on the promotion of human development, social inclusion, poverty reduction, dialogue and cooperation as necessary elements for the consolidation of peace;

· Share information and best practices with the Rapporteurships on the Rights of Women and the Rights of the Child of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) regarding ways to improve the conditions of women and children;
· Contribute recommendations to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) on the implementation of the mandates emanated from the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Sustainable Development;

· Collaborate with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women "Convention of Belém do Pará”;

· Assist the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) in its programs to foster the exercise of children’s rights and well-being;

· Support the Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) program in establishing safe, secure, and productive living conditions for mine-affected populations, especially in regards to mine risk education; and
· Provide recommendations to the Inter-American Peace Forum to promote a culture of peace and conflict resolution through the exchange of experiences on the challenges and opportunities for understanding, tolerance and peace.
5.
Documentation submitted to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated April 22, 2010
· Certificate of Incorporation
· Standing Rules (By-laws)
· Declaration of institutional mission statement
· Annual Report 2008, 2009

· Financial Statements 2008, 2009 (audited by Cohen Greve & Company CPA, P.C.)
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