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Chaired by Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, the Committee met to discuss the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1289/11 rev. 4 corr. 1.


The following delegations took part in the meeting:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.


This meeting was held pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2533 (XL-O/10) “Disarmament and Nonproliferation in the Hemisphere” and AG/RES. 2442 (XXXIX-O/09), “Consolidation of the Regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco).” It was organized with the help of the Inter-American Defense College and of the Department of Defense and Hemispheric Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.

The CVs of all the speakers were circulated as document CP/CSH/INF-261/11 corr. 1.

INAUGURAL SESSION
· Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée’s remarks were distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.280/10.
· Rear Admiral Moira Flanders, Director, Inter-American Defense College 

Rear Admiral Moira Flanders said she appreciated the opportunity to exchange ideas between the College and the Committee on Hemispheric Security. She also mentioned that the College has 3,280 students representing 24 countries. 

· Ambassador Adam Blackwell, OAS Secretary for Multidimensional Security

Ambassador Adam Blackwell expressed that it has become increasingly necessary to raise awareness of disarmament and non-proliferation issues by educating the public on the dangers of weapons of mass destruction, on the tragic consequences of their use, and on the steps required to overcome the challenges caused by such weapons. 


He also indicated that the Organization of American States (OAS) works jointly and in cooperation with the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), with the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), and with the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC), among other international institutions with competence in the area of strengthening peace and security in the Hemisphere. 


The OAS promotes universal participation from the Americas in the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms as well as in the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisition, contributing more fully to regional openness and transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons and improving the implementation of the UN Register and the OAS Convention. The OAS also promotes the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the Nuclear Ban Proliferation Treaty as solid confirmation of the support from the Latin American and Caribbean States to the CTBT, given that both treaties include legal obligations to prohibit nuclear tests.


The OAS, through its Department of Defense and Hemispheric Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, also works towards promoting confidence and security- building measures that have indeed contributed to the improvement of security and have fostered cooperation and trust between the states of the Hemisphere. 


Likewise, the OAS stance against the proliferation and use of weapons of mass destruction has promoted compliance with resolution 1540 and assisted member states with regards to its implementation. 

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW
· Ambassador Sergio Duarte, United Nations High Representative for Disarmament

Ambassador Duarte said that disarmament and nonproliferation constituted a global challenge and emphasized the issue of nuclear proliferation and its consequences. He also underscored the work of the OAS and the United Nations with respect to their initiatives aimed at addressing the issue of nuclear weapons and to the cooperation and confidence that exists among member states.

Ambassador Sergio Duarte’s presentation was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.271/11.
II. GLOBAL ISSUES
· Ambassador Libran N. Cabactulan, of the Philippines, President of the 2010 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)

Ambassador Cabuctalan focused on the outcomes of the 2010 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and emphasized the importance of negotiating a convention on the elimination of nuclear weapons. He also expressed optimism about achieving across-the-board nuclear disarmament and pointed to the efforts in that direction being undertaken by the President of the United States, Barack Obama.  He mentioned that there were three core issues on the agenda:  nuclear disarmament, nonproliferation, and the principle of the Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT).  He also stressed that additional protocols were needed, especially those emphasizing the importance of reporting and providing information about everything to do with activities involving nuclear weapons.

Ambassador Cabactulan’s presentation was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.263/11.
· Ambassador Santiago Oñate Laborde, Legal Adviser, Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

Ambassador Oñate talked about the political and legal parameters for making Latin America a nuclear-weapons-free region.  He provided up-to-date insight into the activities of the OPCW, underscoring:  the security challenges posed by disarmament and nonproliferation; the consensus that exists regarding the need to destroy all nuclear and chemical weapons, so that no one falls victim to those kinds of weapons; and that all chemical weapons had to be destroyed and production of them stopped; and the importance of across-the-board disarmament, in light of all the atrocities of war that mankind had experienced.

Ambassador Santiago Oñate’s presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF.272/11.
· Annika Thunborg, Spokesperson and Head of Public Information, Preparatory. Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization  (CTBTO)

Dr. Annika Thunborg’s presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 273/11.

· Statements by member states

The statement by the delegation of Brazil to the OAS was published as document CP/CSH/INF.276/11.


The statement by the delegation of Mexico was published as document CP/CSH/INF.275/11.


The delegation of Peru summarized that country’s activities and progress with regard to nonproliferation and disarmament.  It also underscored the holding of both the Fourth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and the Forum on Disarmament held with the support of UN-LiREC, in Lima, in November 2010.

The delegation of Argentina reiterated its commitment to the peaceful use of nuclear energy and its support for joint efforts to develop mechanisms conducive to the complete abolition of nuclear weapons.  It also reaffirmed that multilateralism was the only way to achieve peace.
III. HEMISPHERIC AFFAIRS
· Ambassador Gioconda Úbeda Rivera, Secretary-General, Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL)

Ambassador Úbeda Rivera described OPANAL’s updated plans for promoting the political agenda of all the parties to the Treaty of Tlatelolco. In that regard, she addressed all three dimensions of the OPANAL agenda (regional, inter-regional, and global).

In the regional dimension, she stressed the consolidation of the denuclearization regime, which continues to be a major item on the agenda. Among challenges pending, she mentioned the signature and ratification of the three amendments to the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the interpretative declarations of the nuclear powers when they ratified Protocols 1 and 2 of the Treaty. In that regard, she said that the withdrawal of those reservations would be a significant step forward and set a new example for the other zones to move in the same direction. The Ambassador also underscored the work done by Brazil and Argentina in the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear Materials (ABACC) and said it was a clear example of harmonized actions to consolidate the control and verification regime.  

In the inter-regional dimension, Ambassador Úbeda Rivera recalled that the 114 states making up5 zones had held two conferences (in Mexico in 2005 and in New York in May, 2010). Those Conferences were headed by Latin America and the Caribbean, in part because they have the only agency giving continuity to the Treaty.  One of the major agreements reached had been to facilitate policy coordination efforts among the zones with a few to moving the joint agenda forward in the direction of complete, across-the-board disarmament. Brazil had initiated the process of forming a “group of friends” which would operate informally and help to bring about political coordination in the nuclear-weapons-free zone.

As regards the global dimension, the Ambassador described disarmament as a feasible utopia and urged the states parties to strengthen the nuclear-weapons-free zone. 

Finally, she thanked the OAS and urged the states parties to the Treaty of Tlatelolco to continue safeguarding hemispheric and international security. She said she was convinced that nonproliferation was important and a step toward full, across-the-board disarmament.  

· Mr. Odilon Marcuzzo do Canto, Secretary, Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and Control of Nuclear Materials (ABACC)

Mr. Marcuzzo do Canto explained the origins of ABACC and how ties between Brazil and Argentina finally lead to the establishment of the Agency.

Mr. Odilon Marcuzzo do Canto’s statement was published as document CP/CSH/INF.265/11.

· Ambassador Pablo Macedo, Expert on Disarmament and Nonproliferation

Ambassador Macedo asserted that the best yardstick for gauging nonproliferation is disarmament. In that respect, our region has lived up to the standard by means of the Treaty of Tlatelolco.  He went on to say that disarmament is not altruism, but rather egoism, because weapons that still serve a purpose or are militarily useful are never eliminated. The ones that are eliminated are those that are already obsolete. People say that there are major treaties on nuclear weapons. However, the most recent treaties contain displacement and dismantling measures, not disarmament measures.

With regard to chemical weapons, Ambassador Macedo recalled that in the mid-1980s, when the Soviet Union became aware of binary weapons technology, that country agreed to eliminate its weapons arsenals, which it has not yet managed to do.

He further emphasized that there were indeed nuclear weapons in the Hemisphere (specifically, in the United States) and that they posed a threat to peace and security.

Other matters highlighted by Ambassador Macedo were:
· The existence of 36 monitoring stations reporting to head office in Vienna;
· Most states in Latin America are parties to the principal nonproliferation instruments, disarmament commissions, conventions, treaties, and so on; 
· The interpretative declarations of the nuclear powers needed to be withdrawn and/or amended; and
· There were real dangers posed, for instance, by illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons.

Finally, in a hemispheric security context, he called upon 4 states (Canada, USA, Jamaica and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines) to sign the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA).
· Mr. O’Neil Hamilton, CARICOM Coordinator for matters relating to United Nations Security Council resolution 1540, Secretariat of the Caribbean Community

Mr. Hamilton emphasized the challenges posed by proliferation to regional and global security and referred to the importance of the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the establishment of nuclear-weapons-free zones. In that connection, he mentioned the importance of the Nonproliferation Treaty for CARICOM and called the United Nations Security Council resolution 1540 a major step toward the goal of disarmament.

Mr. Hamilton’s presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 264/11.
· Statements by member states

A statement by Mr. Gary Samore, White House (United States) Coordinator on disarmament affairs was published as document CP/CSH/INF.274/11.

The delegation of Brazil pointed out that the region had made real progress with its nonproliferation agenda. It also highlighted cooperation between Brazil and Argentina, as well as the forging of trust and of a joint standard (factors built into MERCOSUR). It expressed optimism regarding progress and said it saw promising signs that hopefully would materialize in the nonproliferation agenda.

The delegation of Argentina mentioned the ABACC and underscored its importance. Since 1991, the Argentina-Brazil relationship, on nuclear energy, was a model worth replicating. The delegation also stressed that serious commitments, especially with regard to nuclear weapons, were vital for establishing an atmosphere of peace and confidence.

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela voiced its support for global efforts to rid the world of all nuclear weapons and for the Treaty of Tlatelolco and said it would back every effort to achieve the objectives of that Treaty. For its part, it was in favor of a rigorous global surveillance system 


The delegation of Costa Rica underscored the pressing need for the international community to address nonproliferation issues. It stressed that state policy in Costa Rica was to accede to nonproliferation and disarmament treaties. It said it also attached importance to multilateral efforts to achieve agreed upon goals. 

The delegation of Jamaica emphasized the importance of technical assistance in areas related to nuclear inspections.

The delegation of Mexico reiterated Mexico’s commitment to security in the Americas and stated that consolidation of the first nuclear-weapons-free zone was a significant contribution and a vehicle for achieving complete, across-the –board disarmament. It also reaffirmed its support of the work carried out by OPANAL and stressed that security did not depend on disarmament; rather the use [of such weapons] threatened peace and security. Other concerns of the delegation were civilian possession of nuclear weapons, lack of regulation, and the existence of minefields in the Hemisphere. The delegation also criticized the lack of control over small arms and its consequences for organized crime. Finally, the delegation announced that Mexico would submit to the next session of the OAS General Assembly a draft resolution on progress made with implementation of the Treaty of Tlatelolco.

This meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security was then followed by the inauguration of the Inter-American Defense College seminar on this same theme. 
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