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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN ANDINA PARA LA OBSERVACIÓN Y ESTUDIO DE MEDIOS (FUNDAMEDIOS) 
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Andina para la Observación y Estudio de Medios [Andean Foundation for Observation and Study of the Media](FUNDAMEDIOS).
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Andina para la Observación y Estudio de Medios (FUNDAMEDIOS) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Fundación Andina para la Observación y Estudio de Medios (FUNDAMEDIOS) is a nongovernmental organization founded on April 26, 2007 in Quito, Ecuador, in order to promote freedom of expression and of the press by training journalists and the media, and to strengthen citizen participation and democratic governance.

In 2010, FUNDAMEDIOS conducted three training workshops on investigative journalism and the use of new technologies, jointly with the Catholic University of Ecuador, the University of the Americas in Quito, and the Santiago Institute of Quito of the St. Francis University in Quito. With the support of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), FUNDAMEDIOS carried out a project for training journalists and other media personnel in how to take advantage of the Organic Law on Transparency and Access to Public Information. The NGO also has at its disposal the Observatory of Ecuadorian Media (OME), which serves to create public opinion platforms for reflecting on the quality of the information disseminated by the media and its role in the consolidation of democracy.
FUNDAMEDIOS runs the Network to Monitor Threats to Freedom of Expression and Freedom of the Press, which has correspondents all over the country monitoring trends in press freedoms in Ecuador. It investigates violations and sounds off alarms when there are attacks or assaults on journalists by government officials, civil associations, businessmen, ordinary criminals, or others. Since 2008, the Network has reported 315 cases of aggression against journalists, including reprisals for non-disclosure of sources, physical aggression, murders, forced disappearance or kidnapping, threats, illegal detention, interference with coverage, censorship or closures and suspension of media, and so on.

FUNDAMEDIOS is also part of the Association of Civil Society Organizations (Colectivo de Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil), an umbrella organization for 30 CSOs in Quito, Guayaquil, and Cuenca. That Colectivo has written reports, published communiques, and issued pronouncements regarding the proposed Rules of Procedure to govern organizations in the National Government's Secretariat of Peoples and Citizen Participation.

FUNDAMEDIOS has financed its activities with contributions from the General Secretariat of the Andean Community of Nations, UNESCO, the Chamber of Commerce of Quito, the National Children's Council (Consejo Nacional de la Niñez y Adolescencia), the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), the Trust for the Americas, the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Televisora Nacional CA, the Open Society Institute, the Global Forum for Media Development, the New Ibero-American Journalism Foundation, the High Altitude Health Project and the Democratic Forum of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) and the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD), as well as other sources.

FUNDAMEDIOS submitted its application to the OAS on March 25, 2011.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Fundación Andina para la Observación y Estudio de Medios (FUNDAMEDIOS)
Address:
Iñaquito E2-32 y Unión Nacional de Periodistas Esquina (UNP), Edificio UNP, piso 4 Oficina 403

Quito, Ecuador

Telephone:


(593) 2 2237 413 / (593) 2 2230 821

E-mail address:


cesar.ricaurte@fundamedios.org 

Website:


www.fundamedios.org

Executive Director:

César Ricaurte

Date established: 

April 26, 2007

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FUNDAMEDIOS works to promote freedom of the press and train journalists in order to foster a democratic culture in Ecuador with citizen participation. The primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that might be of interest to the OAS include:
· Strengthening freedom of expression and protecting the human rights of journalists by holding workshops and training courses on investigative journalism, as well as monitoring and denouncing violations of the right to practice journalism freely in Ecuador; and
· Providing inputs for public policies relating to civil society, transparency, and access to public information by preparing reports and issuing communiques.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

FUNDAMEDIOS proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promotion of the Inter-American Democratic Charter principles; 

· Providing the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression with reports on the status of human rights and freedom of expression in Ecuador; 

· Providing the Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), through the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA), with input on implementation of the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information;

· Providing information to the Permanent Council's Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) regarding the regulations in force in Ecuador concerning consultation with civil society, through the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER); and 

· Supporting programs of the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) aimed at promoting mechanisms for transparency, integrity, and accountability in OAS member states.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated March 25, 2011

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2010

· Financial statements for 2010 (audited by Patricio Tinajero Cia. Ltda., Authorized Public Accountant).

· Report entitled "Freedom of the Press in 2011"
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