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11 October 2011

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Spanish
Summary of the meeting of October 6, 2011


The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS, Ambassador Néstor Méndez, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1347/11 rev. 1.

The following delegations participated in the meeting:  Argentina, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Uruguay.

1. Consideration and approval of the Draft Schedule of Activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the 2011-2012 period (CP/CSH-1342/11 rev. 1)


The Chair of the Committee referred to the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a joint meeting for member states and the General Secretariat to present their views and experiences on initiatives and programs that contribute to multidimensional security and integral development, and to explore opportunities for cooperation in this field, and foster collaboration between the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, in areas of common interest, in fulfillment of the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2617 (XLI-O/11). He reported that the new version of the schedule would include March 21, 2012, as a tentative date for that meeting and that the CSH would discuss its draft agenda on February 16, 2012.


In addition, the Chair informed the delegations that a preliminary presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board would be added to the meeting scheduled for December 1, 2011, in order to follow up on the mandate contained in operative paragraph 11 of resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11), “[to] request the IADB, in accordance with its Statute, to draw up, taking into account existing mechanisms and bodies at the multilateral, regional, and subregional levels, and to present to the CSH, before the next regular session of the General Assembly, a plan for improving advice and guidance to the inter-American system for bolstering hemispheric capacity for response to disasters, where appropriate.

The delegation of El Salvador referred to the next REMJA and reported that a decision had been made to schedule it in the second half of 2012 since not all of the preparatory meetings had been held yet.  Accordingly, there was no need to mention the REMJA in that schedule.

The delegation of Mexico announced that there might be a change in the October 28, 2011, date of the CIFTA meeting and that he would inform the Secretariat of any such change.

The schedule of activities was adopted with the proposed amendments.

2. Preparations for the Third Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime [AG/RES. 2543 (XL-O/10)]
· Draft agenda (CP/CSH-1350/11 rev. 1)


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago presented the draft agenda.


The delegation of Brazil pointed out that item 4 should read: “Consideration of the Elements of the Work Program of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime,” and should not mention “approval,” in keeping with the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2543 (XL-O/10).


The draft agenda was approved as amended.

· Concept paper (CP/CSH-1351/11)
Mrs. Adriana Mejía, Director of the OAS Department of Public Security, presented the concept paper contained in document CP/CSH-1351/11.

The delegation of Brazil mentioned that some of the items in that document were not consistent with the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime. She cited as an example the objective of the Technical Group.

· Components of the Work Program of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (CP/CSH-1018/08 rev. 2 corr. 2)

The delegations considered document CP/CSH-1018/08 rev. 2 corr. 2, and their observations were taken into account in the revised version published as CP/CSH-1018/08 rev. 3.
3. Other business

The Chair of the Committee announced that an informal meeting had been scheduled for Friday, October 14, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in the Guerrero Room and said that some of the items for discussion were: the Mission to Support Security in Central America (MAS Centroamérica), hemispheric security observatories, and the draft hemispheric plan of action to follow up on the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas.


The delegation of El Salvador asked the Secretariat to distribute the “Statement of San Salvador - Meeting to Analyze Legislative Reforms to Prevent and Combat the Illicit Trafficking in Firearms in Central America (OAS-SICA),” regarding the meeting held in San Salvador on September 28, 2011.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago reminded the delegation that today was the last day for countries to express an interest in making presentations at MISPA III. Likewise, he announced that an informal meeting would be held on Tuesday, October 11, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. to discuss the draft agenda and schedule for MISPA III.
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