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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS (CAJP) ON PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

AGENDA OF THE SPECIAL MEETING

Thursday, November 17, 2011 - 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room

OAS headquarters, 17th St. and Constitution Ave. NW

Washington D.C.
In operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2663 (XLI-O/11), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat,” the OAS General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to convene, in the second half of 2011, a special meeting of government representatives and experts from national councils on disability, academia, civil society organizations representing persons with disabilities, and international organizations in the region, for the purpose of exchanging information and best practices and identifying specific needs and appropriate public policies to bring about inclusion of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society.
The OAS Permanent Council assigned this activity to the Committee on Juridical 
and Political Affairs (CAJP), as indicated in document CP/doc.4654/11 rev. 2.
The program of the event has been designed to underscore the situation of persons with disabilities in the region, the importance of the inter-American instruments on the subject (the Inter-American Convention and the PAD), and the challenges to be addressed by states to achieve inclusive societies, among other matters. In addition, time will be allotted to civil society, to be followed by open discussion among the member states.

AGENDA OF THE SPECIAL MEETING

Thursday, November 17, 2011 - 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Simón Bolívar Room

OAS headquarters, 17 St. and Constitution Ave. NW

Washington D.C.
2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

Opening remarks
Minister-Counselor Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS and First Vice Chair of the CAJP

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
The importance of inclusive societies for the consolidation of democracy and the development of peoples

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, representing the Secretary General of the Organization of American States 

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 

OAS commitment to persons with disabilities
· Principal instruments of the inter-American system on disability and reciprocity among them

· Overall situation in the region

· OAS activities in Haiti for persons with disabilities

Mrs. Mercedes Carrillo, Legal Officer of the Department of Social Development and Employment, OAS General Secretariat

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities

· Adoption of the General Observation of the Committee on the legal capacity of persons with disabilities 

· Development of an instruction manual to guide legislators and judicial actors in the establishment of support mechanisms for persons with disabilities

· Synergies created between the OAS committee and the United Nations committee following the recent meeting of officers in New York

Dr. Vanda Pignato, Chair of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS), First Lady and Secretary for Social Inclusion of the Republic of El Salvador

CIVIL SOCIETY 
Importance of the inter-American instruments for protection of the rights of persons with disabilities from the perspective of civil society organizations 

3:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Mrs. Claudia Padilla
/, Director of the Latin-American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and Their Families (RIADIS)
3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Mrs. Pamela Molina, Program Manager for Social and Labor Inclusion, Trust for the Americas

4.15 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

DIALOGUE AMONG PARTICIPANTS
Each delegation may invite its national authorities and/or technical experts or academics in the area of disabilities to represent it in the dialogue.
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