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The Plurinational State of Bolivia appreciates the work being done by the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System and wishes to submit the following contributions that might be of use in drafting the final document. 

Bolivia is party to the American Convention on Human Rights and, having acknowledged the competence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, it recognizes the individual petitions system as a system subsidiary to, and as complementing, domestic jurisdiction.  Without prejudice to that recognition, it points to evidence of Bolivia's steadfast commitment to its obligations under human rights conventions and of a rapprochement to the system in which defense of the State is exercised within a framework that balances the right to protection, adversary procedure, and due process, whereby the State strives to ensure compliance with the recommendations and judgments issued by its supervisory organs.

The Government of Bolivia has taken note of the budgetary plight of the distinguished Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and supports more in-depth discussion of ways to gradually enhance the resources it needs to sustain its work of disseminating and defending human rights in the Americas. It also deems it important to consider adjustments to procedures and practices that may serve to overcome the backlog of cases, refine processing procedures, and guarantee procedural equity for the parties involved.

Following are some specific suggestions along those lines:
I. Principle of universality

· Recommend to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights that it draw up a report, to be submitted for consideration by the next General Assembly, on the impact of the principle of the universality of the human rights protection system in respect of those states that are not party to the American Convention on Human Rights and that have not recognized the jurisdictional competency of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

· Recommend to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights that it promote the American Convention and pay priority attention to persuading those states in the Americas that have not yet done so to ratify it and recognize the jurisdictional competency of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
II. Promotional functions

· Consonant with the function of defending human rights in the region, it is important that courses carried out–be it with cooperation funding or the Commission's own funds–consider the importance of training senior staff in public prosecutors' offices, in the highest courts in the land, in offices of the Attorney General, and in ministries of justice in the region.  This is a measure that will undoubtedly serve to reduce the backlog of cases pending in the inter-American system, increase compliance with recommendations and judgments, and, above all, help to bring domestic judicial practice more into line with the standards set by both the Inter-American Commission and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

III. Friendly settlements

· Bolivia encourages and supports the current initiative of the illustrious Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to establish a working group on friendly settlements. This will help balance a purely accusatory approach in the system, enabling it to play a more proactive and effective role in its defense of human rights.

· Bolivia also backs and commends the compilation of a set of procedural guidelines and descriptions of cases of international litigation that culminated successfully in friendly settlements.
· It is important, in Bolivia's opinion, that, when notifying a state of a complaint, the Inter-American Commission places itself at the disposal of the Parties to provide an opportunity for arriving at a friendly settlement, even before the Commission pronounces on the admissibility of the complaint.

· Bolivia considers that when opportunities are generated for an early rapprochement, it becomes easier for states to gauge what reparation is expected. That information needs to be used in good faith to end an international dispute by signing a friendly settlement to which the Parties agree, in a manner compatible with instruments for the protection of human rights.

· It is also deemed important that the IACHR gradually expand its monitoring of the progress and efforts made by states to comply with the reparation and non-repetition measures agreed to.

IV. Precautionary measures

Without going into the question of support under international law regulating precautionary measures, the delegation of Bolivia considers that there are procedural aspects specifically related to precautionary measures that warrant reflection and adjustment. One proposal is, 
· in connection with the temporary nature of precautionary measures, to begin developing mechanisms for promoting a review of them, updating information where necessary, in order to proceed to lift those where the grounds that gave rise to them no longer exist and/or where the petitioner considers that there is no need for the measures to continue, based on a case by case analysis of the facts.

· Invite the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to provide more detailed accounts of the arguments of fact and law invoked when a decision is taken to request that a State take precautionary measures, in such a way that, for the State in question and for the international community, they can be seen to be both necessary and exceptional.

· Arguments for granting precautionary measures should be limited to gravity and urgency. Arguments that may involve prejudging the merits of the case must be avoided.

· Develop appropriate voting rules regarding those precautionary measures that, exceptionally, are granted without prior notification of the State concerned.

V. Procedural matters

· Exclusive access by victims, their representatives, and the State in question to the files of a case would facilitate monitoring of international processing of that case, not just at the technical level but also by senior officials competent to be apprised of such matters. That might lead to such cases being processed more expeditiously or else afford better conditions for examining them and for moving in the direction of friendly settlements.

· Develop criteria for archiving cases (dormant cases with no proceedings under way, or manifestly groundless or inadmissible petitions) consonant with victims' right to international protection and with the principle of legal certainty for states.

· Foster mechanisms for improving individual identification of the alleged victims in international processing.

· Set reasonable deadlines for complying with recommendations issued by the Inter-American Commission, taking the nature of the recommendations into account and assessing in greater detail the efforts made by states to comply with them. That will entail analysis of the petitioner's responses to government actions.

VI. Financing

Consider the proposals put forward by the delegations taking part in the Working Group with a view to furthering discussion of them within the Organization and moving toward a gradual increase in the regular funds of the Organization needed to guarantee the workings of the inter-American system for the protection of human rights.
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