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In my capacity as Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, I have the honor to present to the Preparatory Committee for consideration a report on the outcome of the tasks entrusted to this Subcommittee in preparation for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly that supplements the previously submitted report on matters agreed upon at the meetings held on April 2, 18, and 26, 2012. 


I should add that the Subcommittee held a meeting on May 16, 2012 and determined that it had concluded its consideration of all the matters entrusted to it.  At that meeting, the Subcommittee dealt with: 

a. The request that the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Judge Diego García-Sayán, present the Annual Report of the Court during the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

The Subcommittee considered the request by the Secretary of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights that the President, Judge Diego García-Sayán, be given an opportunity to present the annual report on the Court's work during the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.  In considering the request, the delegations aired their views regarding the appropriateness of presentations, such as that requested, during the General Assembly and regarding the need to ponder at some future date the opportunity that the ministers of foreign affairs have to conduct in-depth dialogue during the General Assembly session.


After the delegations had spoken about the request, which was seconded by the delegations of Mexico and Costa Rica, the Subcommittee agreed to the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights participating in the fourth plenary session of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

b. Presentation by the General Secretariat on the arrangements for the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with the representatives of civil society, workers, the private sector, and social actors.

The Secretariat presented a proposed format for the above-mentioned dialogue, designed to streamline the General Assembly calendar, facilitate the agendas of the delegations of the member states, ensure greater and higher-level participation by those delegations, and create synergies among the various types of stakeholders.  The proposal consists of a three-hour dialogue among representatives of civil society, workers, the private sector, and other social actors.  It was pointed out that the same format would be used for the dialogue with social actors at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, which proved to be flexible and effective.  The proposal is described in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-244/12.


It was proposed that the Dialogue take place on June 3, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. It would be moderated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Plurinational State of Bolivia. Thirty minutes would be allowed for a first round of six five-minute presentations (by two representatives of civil society, two workers' representatives, and representatives of the private sector. The presentations should focus on the leitmotiv of the General Assembly: "Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas" and the inter-American agenda.

Following the first round of presentations, 40 minutes would be allowed for the Heads of Delegation of the member states to refer to the recommendations of the social actors. That would be followed by a second, 45-minute, round of interventions by two representatives of the private sector, two workers' representatives, and three civil society representatives. Following that second round of interventions by social actors, the Heads of Delegation would be able to comment and convey their final thoughts on the matters addressed.


The Subcommittee put forward suggestions to strengthen the process and concurred with the Secretariat's proposed format, which would be used as of the next regular session of the General Assembly for the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with the representatives of civil society, workers, the private sector, and other social actors.  The Subcommittee also agreed to the proposed order of business for that Dialogue. Both the proposed format and the draft order of business are to be found in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-244/12. 

c. Continued consideration of the preliminary draft schedule for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

The Subcommittee continued its consideration of the preliminary draft schedule, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-238/12 rev. 1, and agreed to make the following changes/additions: 

· That the Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), which had been scheduled for Sunday, June 3, 2012, would be moved to Tuesday, June 5, 2012, from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.

· That the second item on the order of business for the second plenary session of the General Assembly would be "Adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas."  

· That the draft schedule for the General Assembly would include the holding of the Thirtieth Model General Assembly of the OAS  for universities in the Hemisphere, and the following events:  1) a dinner for Heads of Delegation hosted by the Government of the Plurinational State of Bolivia on Sunday, June 3, at 9:00 p.m.; 2) lunch for accredited delegates of the member states, permanent observers, and General Secretariat personnel, hosted by the Governor of the Department of Cochabamba on Monday, June 4, at 1:00 p.m.; and 3) lunch hosted by the City Mayor of Cochabamba for members of the national and international press corps, at 1:00 p.m. 

d. Agreement on the duration of statements by representatives of organs during the plenary sessions of the General Assembly
The Subcommittee examined in some detail the question of the duration to be agreed upon for statements by representatives of the organs during the plenary sessions of the General Assembly. In order to ensure that the core debate is among ministers of foreign affairs and lasts as long as possible, it was agreed that statements made by representatives of all the organs during the second and third plenary sessions on the topic “Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas” should not exceed the time suggested for the Heads of Delegation, that is to say, six minutes. 
RECOMMENDATIONS

At its meeting of May 16, 2012, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided, based on the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, to make the following recommendations to the Preparatory Committee:

1. That the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights be authorized to deliver a presentation during the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly.

2. [image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

That it should be agreed to hold the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation and the Secretary General with representatives of civil society, the workers, the private sector, and other social actors, focusing on the topic of "Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas," on June 3, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., using the format described in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-244/12 and the order of business proposed in document AG/CP/SUB.TP-249/12.

3. That the schedule for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly comprise the activities and sessions described in document AG/CP/SUB-TP-238/12 rev. 2. Accordingly, and for the sake of consistency with the formula used for the adoption of the draft Social Charter of the Americas, I propose rewording the title of item 10 on the draft agenda to read "Adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas," instead of "Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region," found in document AG/CP/doc.823/12.

4. That the statements by the representatives of all the organs to the plenary session of the General Assembly not exceed that suggested for statements by the Heads of Delegations, that is to say, six minutes.

For the purposes established in Article 60 of the OAS Charter and in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, I hereby submit to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, for its information and consideration, the recommendations adopted by the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure for the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in the city of Cochabamba in the Plurinational State of Bolivia.

Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez

Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 

Chair of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
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