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SCHEDULE

“Transforming the role of the teacher to meet the challenges of the 21st century”
(Approved during the First Plenary Session held on March 1, 2012)

Wednesday, February 29th, 2012

3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Registration open to all participants (Royal Torarica Hotel, Accreditation Area)

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
PREPARATORY SESSION (Royal Torarica Hotel, Royal Torarica 

(tentative)
Room)
Review the draft documents to be forwarded to the Ministers of Education and the agreements reached during the Preparatory Meeting held in Washington, D.C., in December of 2011:

· Chair and Vice Chair for the Ministerial Meeting

· Constitution of the Style Committee

· Draft Agenda, Draft Annotated Agenda, Draft Schedule

· Draft Declaration of Paramaribo:  “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st century challenges”

· Agreement on the deadline for the presentation of proposals

· Duration of the meeting

Thursday, March 1st, 2012

8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Registration Open to All Participants (Royal Torarica Hotel, Accreditation Area) 

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
INAUGURAL SESSION (Royal Torarica Hotel, Ballroom)
Welcome and opening remarks by:

· Raymond Sapoen, Minister of Education and Community Development of Suriname
· José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States  (OAS)

· H.E. Dési Bouterse, President of the Republic of Suriname
Thursday, March 1st, 2012 (continued) 


COFFEE BREAK
Official photo of the Meeting. (Head of delegation of each Member State).

9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
FIRST PLENARY SESSION

· Election of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Education

· Ratification of Agreements reached at the Preparatory Session  

9:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
SECOND PLENARY SESSION. From Quito to Paramaribo (Part I): Achievements and Challenges of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) 2009-2012.

Report of the Chair of the CIE and the Technical Secretariat on progress made on the following priority issues: i) teacher education and professionalization; ii) early childhood development; iii) education for democratic values and practices; iv) education indicators, and other priority issues.

· Gloria Vidal, Chairperson of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)

· Lenore Yaffee García, Director, Office of Education and Culture of the OAS and of the Technical Secretariat of the Ministerial process in the framework of the OAS.

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Comments by the Ministers and recommendations for the CIE work plan (2012 - 2014)

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
THIRD PLENARY SESSION The teacher that today’s students need 

Presentation of the study: State of the Art of Teacher Policies in Latin America and the Caribbean, developed by the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile with support by the UNESCO Regional Education Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (OREALC) 
Denise Vaillant, Academic Director, Institute of Education, Universidad ORT de Uruguay  
10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

REFRESHMENT BREAK
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

THIRD PLENARY SESSION The teacher that today’s students need (continued)
Thursday, March 1st, 2012 (continued) 

· Presentation of the results of current research on the topic

Denise Vaillant
· Framing of the topic and key questions. 
Anthony Miller, Deputy Secretary and Chief Operating Officer, U.S. Department of Education
· Ministerial dialogue and debate
Moderator: Adriana Vilela, OAS Education Specialist

· Proposal of concrete initiatives and activities to strengthen  Inter-American cooperation on the topic 

· Conclusions

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
LUNCH (Royal Torarica Hotel, The Pier)
2:00 p.m.- 2:45 p.m.
ROUNDTABLE: Coordination among teachers, governments and academia. Solutions to common challenges. 

· Minister of Education
· Representative of a teachers’ union

· Representative of academia

· Ministerial dialogue and debate
Moderator: Marie Levens, Director of the OAS Department of Human Development, Education and Culture 

2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Comments by the Ministers

3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

REFRESHMENT BREAK

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION: Schools as learning communities: the context for effective teaching 
· Presentation of the results of current research on the topic.


Dr. Michael Johanek, Co-Director, Inter-American Educational Leadership Network, University of Pennsylvania
· Framing of the topic and key questions. Mario Mora Quirós, Viceminister of Institutional Planning and Regional Coordination, Ministry of Public Education of Costa Rica
· Ministerial dialogue and debate
Moderator: Edith Elizee-Tilon, Policy Coordinator, Ministry of Education and Community Development of Suriname.
· Proposal of concrete initiatives and activities to strengthen  Inter-American cooperation on the topic 

· Conclusions

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Transport to Virtual Educa (Royal Torarica Hotel)
Friday, March 2nd, 2012
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

FIFTH PLENARY SESSION: Policies to promote teacher quality: the role of governments

· Presentation of the results of current research on the topic.


Dr. Emiliana Vegas, Lead Economist, Education and Human Development Network, World Bank

· Framing of the topic and key questions by Erin Selby, Minister of Advanced Education and Literacy of Manitoba, Ministry of Advanced Education and Literacy of Manitoba, Government of Manitoba, Canada
· Ministerial dialogue and debate

Moderator: Romina Kasman, OAS Education Specialist
· Proposal of concrete initiatives and activities to strengthen  Inter-American cooperation on the topic 

· Conclusions

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
REFRESHMENT BREAK

11:15 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION: From Quito to Paramaribo (Part II): Guidelines  for the Inter-American Committee on Education, 2012 to 2014. 
Presentation of the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN) as a tool for the development of concrete initiatives and activities to strengthen Inter-American cooperation on the topic

Adriana Vilela, OAS Education Specialist

· Comments by the Ministers
Guidelines for the Inter-American Committee on Education

· Teacher Education and Professional Development
· Early Childhood Care and Education

· Education for Democratic Values and Practices

· Education and Culture, including CARIFESTA 2013
Moderator: Gloria Vidal, Chairperson, Inter-American Committee on Education
Collaboration among the Inter-American Committee on Education and other areas of the OAS General Secretariat

· Mr. Jorge Saggiante, Acting Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the OAS
· Ms. Marie Levens, Director of the OAS Department of Human Development, Education and Culture

· Comments by the Ministers 

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
LUNCH (Royal Torarica Hotel, The Pier)
Friday, March 2nd, 2012 (continued)

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
Invited International and Regional Organizations: Proposals of concrete initiatives and activities to strengthen Inter-American cooperation
2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION  Recommendations to the Heads of State and Government in the Summit of the Americas
Consideration and recommendation of actions to the Heads of State in the Summit of the Americas (Cartagena, Colombia, April 14-15, 2012)
· Martin Huenneke, Summit Secretariat, OAS

· Comments by the Ministers
3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
REFRESHMENT BREAK

3:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.
EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION Election of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education 
3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
NINTH PLENARY SESSION:  Consideration and adoption of the Declaration of Paramaribo: “Transforming the role of the teacher to meet the challenges of the 21st century”
4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION 
Conclusions and closing remarks by:

· Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States
· Raymond Sapoen, Minister of Education and Community Development of Suriname
4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Press Conference (organized by the host country)

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Closing cocktail/dinner offered by the Government of Suriname to honor the participants in the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education (Hotel Torarica & Casino, Tennis Court)
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